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The Messenger 
H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

MELISSA MARTIN TO BECOME HPC’S  
14TH INSTALLED PASTOR! 

These are exciting times for the Hopewell Presbyterian Church! On Sunday, April 28th, the congregation voted unani-
mously to call Melissa Martin to be your next installed pastor. The entire weekend was a model of the Holy Spirit on the 
move, from the Meet-and-Greet with Melissa on Saturday, to the Empty Bowls dinner for TASK, to the beautiful wor-
ship service Sunday morning—God’s faithfulness to this congregation is real and visible. Alleluia! 
 

As exciting as this time is, there are still a few important steps left before Melissa can be assume her pastoral duties 
amongst you. Here is a timeline—please mark your calendars! 
 

Saturday, May 11th, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.—The Presbytery of New Brunswick’s regular stated meeting will be held right here 
at HPC! The entire meeting will be worth your time, but do note that lunch will be served at 12 noon, followed by the 
part of the meeting at which the Committee on Ministry (COM) will introduce Melissa for examination by the presbytery, 
followed by the vote to approve her call to HPC. It would be wonderful if as many Hopewell folks as possible could be 
there (Note that while everyone can attend the meeting, only commissioners may vote!)—Your presence will bear witness to 
the congregation’s support and affirmation of the PNC’s work and Melissa’s call to be your pastor. 
 

Should the way be clear after this important gathering, then Melissa will officially begin her duties with the church on 
Monday, July 15th (Making her first Sunday July 21st.) An administrative commission will be elected by the presbytery to 
ordain and install Melissa at some as-yet-to-be-determined date (probably August or September,) so stay tuned for up-
dates! 
 

Even though there are still some important parts of the process remaining, rest assured that the COM and your sisters 
and brothers in the New Brunswick Presbytery are excited for you all and Melissa as this long-awaited and prayed-for pas-
toral relationship moves forward. Everyone looks forward to celebrating with you once the “way be clear” and this Spirit-
guided journey comes to the place of completion where all can shout together, “Thanks be to God!” 
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RECEPTION FOR MELISSA ON APRIL 27TH 

 

 



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL 16TH 
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SHARING OUR STORIES 

Who Am I?   
 
Here’s another “my story mystery” to make you smile, and maybe scratch your head a bit. If the clues don’t help you 
guess, you’ll find the answer later in this issue. 
 
Can’t Help Smiling 
 
Remembering some of the stuff I did at church as a teenager still makes me laugh now, like sneaking out of the balco-
ny during worship to go play pool in the church basement. Or being a tour guide for the church’s haunted house fund-
raiser, disguised as an old man with a cane! But other activities—like the “love feast” we had during Holy Week with a 
rice and meat meal, foot-washing, personal anointing, and communion—I now know were important stepping stones 
along my faith pathway. 
 
People would say I’m impulsive and competitive, and can be counted on for a joke or prank. True, I do like sports and 
games and was once a chess champ. Not all of my earliest jobs were fun exactly, but I learned a lot—from driving and 
loading/unloading a moving van, cutting asphalt to install the wiring that triggers traffic lights, spraying Round-up in 
electric sub-stations, finding and organizing legal documents, and selling toys in a store on “DOG” Street.  
 
The toy store job was near where I met my future wife, which I’m sure was arranged by a wise and loving God. Dur-
ing college I had stopped going to church, having felt obligated to go as a pastor’s kid growing up. It was my wife who 
eventually led me back to church, which always makes me smile. We went on to spend high-quality time in Presbyteri-
an churches in Tennessee, Indiana, and New Jersey. 
 
Beyond church balconies and strolls on “DOG” Street, some memorable places that have been important to my spir-
itual development include trips to Jerusalem and the Via Dolorosa (Way of Sorrows), and seeing the once-a-decade 
“Passion Play” performed in Oberammergau, Germany. I’d also have to count the benefits to my soul of spending 
time on beaches with family and on golf courses with friends. 
  
Prayer is always about thanking God for my many blessings, as well as confessing my even “many-er” shortcomings. I 
typically pray while road cycling or running, when I feel closest to God. My family’s involvement at HPC now is a 
blessing I give thanks for often. As I think about this church, I also focus on the ingenuity, commitment, and sense of 
fun that many of you bring to your roles at HPC—from game nights, prayer groups, and breakfasts to Bible studies 
and musical collaborations. I just can’t help smiling. 
 
 
 
 
 

 PNC presented their report to Session. 

 Session approved $2,597.98 to be paid to Williamson Electric Service for repairs and installation of emergency exit 
lights as required by municipal inspections. 

 Session approved $671.10 to be paid to Lanning Plumbing Inc. for repair of the leaking heating baseboards at 86-
88 W Broad Street. 

 Session wishes to express thanks for the generous on-going response to the needs for the manse renovations and 
replacement windows. 
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

Wisdom & Wonder in May 

 

Youth Class:  

Faith Questions:  Leaders Martha Camp and Barb Pauley 

 How old is the earth? 

 Why do People put Jesus and Darwin fish on their cars? 
Does God really care if I pass chemistry? 
 

Adult Class: 
May 5th & 12th:  What do you know about Saints Ignatius and Benedict?  Beyond their historical significance, both 
developed spiritual practices that can enliven our faith today.  Join Dr. Bo Karen Lee, Associate Professor of Spiritu-
ality & Christian Formation at Princeton Seminary, to learn more about Ignatian spirituality and Benedict’s Rule of 
Life. 
 
May 19th:  Practices for the Journey Within: Using great Biblical journeys as a springboard, embark on an inner 
pilgrimage to feed your soul.  Join Cathy Peterson in this study of spiritual practices based on The Soul of a Pilgrim, by 
Christine Valters Paintner.   
 
NO MORNING PROGRAMS MAY 26TH. 
 

 
 

 

Work in the Manse 

GAME NIGHT! 

Friday, May 10th,  
6:30 - 8:30 PM 

Pizza will be served. 
 

Join the fun! 

 

 

 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR 

GRADUATES! 
 

Please submit a picture and a bio about your 

high school and college graduates to  

Lucy by May 26th.  

lducko@hopewellpres.org 
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RESTore:  WOMEN’S RETREAT AT LBI 
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RESTore:  WOMEN’S RETREAT AT LBI 

 

Reflect 

Rejoice 

Remember 

Rekindle 

Relax 

Refocus 

Re-energize 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

HOPEWELL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER TAIZE SERVICE  

 

Thursday, May 2nd, 7:30 PM at Hopewell United Methodist Church 

ANNUAL TRENTON PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL COLLECTION 

New List!! 

May is now our month to donate. Items are used for bingo prizes, birthday and Christmas gifts, good grooming         
classes, and more.  Here is the list of items most needed. Try dollar, big box and outlet stores. The collection box is 
in Fellowship Hall.  Questions: Call or email Peggy Connolly at 609-933-7057 or njreaders@aol.com. 
 
  *men’s socks    *hats & gloves 
  *activity books (w/o staples)  *pocket tissue packs 
  *stuffed animals (any size)  *playing cards (regular or large) 
 
*toiletries (hotel or next larger size)-toothpaste (about 2 oz), hand lotion, shampoo, conditioner and deodorant 
(regular size) 

DONATION DEADLINE:  June 7th 

TOTE BAGS NEEDED 

Please bring in tote bags on an ongoing basis for 
the main Hopewell Council of Churches Food Pan-
try at Calvary Baptist Church. Their sturdiness 
makes them much better than grocery paper and 
plastic bags to transport items for clients. Please 
place them on the decorated food pantry cabinet in 
our Education Wing lobby. They will be taken to 
Calvary.  

ONE GREAT HOUR  
OF SHARING 

 
Thanks to your donations, we were able to raise nearly 
$1,400 for One Great Hour of Sharing this year.  When 
joined with collections from other churches, these funds 
will be used to share God’s love with our neighbors in 
need around the world by providing relief from natural 
disasters, food for the hungry, and support for the poor 
and oppressed. 

EMPTY BOWLS 

Thank you to all who came out to support the Council of Churches Empty Bowls event.  We enjoyed many deli-

cious soups donated by area restaurants served in bowls donated by area artists.  We welcomed many community 

members and raised more than $1,800, all of which will be donated to Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. 

Special thanks to:   Molly Peterson, Jen Megaffin, Laddie Franz and Laurie Bleickardt (HPC)  
   Jean Davis and Coleen Miller  (Hopewell United Methodist) 

 

mailto:njreaders@aol.com
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

We have been studying birds and Becky Ludeke visited us this month to read the Dr. Seuss story, Horton Hatches an 

Egg.  Miss Becky had so much fun with us, she decided to stay for music with Mr. Charlie!  We are so  grateful when 

the congregation members take the time to come and visit with us to share a story or talent.  Another way the congre-

gation can support the school is to donate a book from our  “CCPS Wish List of Books”, pictured    below.  There are 

fifteen titles and if you feel so inclined, we would love for you to take a leaf from our tree and write your name down 

on our master list so we can keep track of things.  Thank you, in advance, for your generosity! 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION  

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 

Family Promise  5/12 until 5/26 
 

5/1 Rummage Sale Set-up 
5/2 Rummage Sale (8:30 AM-6:00 PM) 
5/3 Rummage Sale (9:00 AM—6:00 PM) 
5/4 Rummage Sale (9:00 AM—12:00 PM) 
5/5 Boy Scouts (2:00 PM) 
 Girl Scouts (5:45 PM) 
5/6 Community Engagement & Mission (6:00 PM) 
5/7 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Facilities & Finance (7:00 PM) 
5/8 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
5/9 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/10 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 
5/11 Presbytery (9:00 AM) 
5/13 Princeton Festival (12:30 PM) 
5/14 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Facilities and Finance (7:00 PM) 
 

 
 

5/15 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 Worship & Stewardship (7:00 PM) 
 Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 Ruth Circle (7:30 PM) 
5/16 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/17 Journeymen (7:00 AM)  
5/21 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
5/22 Friends & Followers (9:30) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
5/23 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/24 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 
5/28 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
5/29 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
5/30 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/31 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 

The Community Engagement & Mission Ministry  will be meeting on the first Monday of the month at 6 pm in the 
conference room.  Our next meeting is April 1st . Come join us!  All are welcome.  

 
MISSION TRIP 2019 

HOPEWELL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
at 

WEST VIRGINIA MINISTRY OF ADVOCACY & WORKCAMPS 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

175 WEST MAIN STREET 
CLARKSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 26301 

July 7 to 12, 2019 

 
Applications need to be submitted by May 15 due to Insurance reasons                

required by the Workcamp 
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FACILITIES & FINANCE MINISTRY 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

5/5 Hospitality & Fellowship 

5/12 Plaag, Treible & Cox 

5/19 Choir & Praise Band 

5/26 Memorial Day Weekend 

COMMUNION 

*Jen Megaffin / Scott Megaffin 
Cathy Peterson / Mindy Kibbey 

USHERS 
 

5/5 B. Altieri & L. Stephan 

5/12 Michael & Bev Mills 

5/19 Rich & Sue Armington 

5/26 P. Swartz & J. Tonkin 

As of April 29, 2019 

ANSWER TO 

“WHO AM I” 

This month’s story is from                
Jonathan Yingling. You may have 
noticed that he usually does have a 
smile on his face! Would you like to 
tell your story, too? Please contact 
Martha Camp at 
monsa27@yahoo.com or              
(609) 731-5056. 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $     74,104.00  

 Per Capita    $       3,977.00  

 Rental Income    $       8,201.58  

 Building Usage    $       1,540.00  

 Building Fund    $       1,100.00  

 Flower Donations    $         690.00  

 Youth Ministry    $       1,272.00  
 Special Event Donations   $         158.00  

 Womens Retreat    $       1,100.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       1,435.20  
 One Great Hour of Sharing   $       1,380.00  
 From CCP School Payroll   $     15,576.13  

 From Building Fund    $       7,096.51  

 Reimbursements    $           51.60  

 Energy Credits    $           50.78  

 Banking Interest    $             2.83  

Total Revenue      $   117,735.63  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     21,764.95  
 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     53,720.50  
 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     16,749.40  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $       3,275.39  

  86-88 West Broad St   $       5,944.41  

  Manse    $     14,993.57  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $       8,921.44  

  Mission Trip Expenses  $         500.00  

  One Great Hour of Sharing  $       1,380.00  

  Family Promise   $         108.00  
 Worship & Stewardship   $       2,360.72  
 Hospitality & Fellowship   $         637.04  

 Nurture & Growth    $       3,748.54  

 Church Support    $       1,598.54  

      

Total Expense      $   135,702.50  

      

Profit/Loss      $    (17,966.87) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $     29,573.67  

 Payroll     $       9,645.02  

 

mailto:monsa27@yahoo.com
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

Reflecting on a very full April…and on HPC past, present and future… 
 
For some of you, I am the old Minister of Music with twenty years of service at HPC while you just moved to the area 
in the past couple years.  For others, I’m the new kid on the block compared to your 60 years – or more – at HPC!  It’s 
all relative, or course, but April has given me many opportunities to think about the passage of time, and of HPC past, 
present, and future. 
 
Not unexpectedly, I was struck by thoughts of those who preceded us by the Easter sunrise service at the cemetery on 
the edge of town.  It was made much more personal when I saw a grave marker for Joan Lewis close to the gathering 
place by the flagpole.  Joan was a faithful member of HPC for generations, and this was my first time helping with the 
sunrise service since her passing.  My memories of Joan – her friendship, her encouragement and her positive attitude 
around the church – inspired me that day.   
 
At the end of the service, I packed up my guitar and walked back to my car, reading the gravestones I passed on the way.  
I was going back by a different path and I recognized a name: Rev. John Ginter.  He was our pastor for many years, and 
preceded another long-serving and beloved pastor, the Rev. Bob Beringer.   These two faithful servants led HPC 
through about three-quarters of the 20th century!   
  
That brings me to the present.  John and Bob are in a long chain that currently leads to Pastor Dawn Adamy.  I have 
been so impressed and grateful for the energy that Dawn has brought to her role as our second interim in our current 
search for our next pastor.  She planned a wonderful series of sermons for Lent, culminating in her leadership of the 
sunrise service and a joyful Easter back at HPC where the black shroud was removed from the front of the sanctuary 
and we celebrated the Resurrection!  Her time with us may not be long in duration, but it has been impactful.  She has 
done a wonderful job shepherding us towards our future… 
  
And that future is now feeling more real, as we ended April with our formal introduction to Melissa Martin, the pastor 
that God has prepared for the next chapter in the history of HPC.  I am writing this late in the afternoon following 
Melissa’s candidating sermon – and I am writing this filled with excitement for what God has in store for all of us.  I am 
excited for HPC and for how Pastor Melissa Martin will work with us to discover God’s plan for us and our community 
in sharing God’s love.  I’m excited for Melissa, in her first call, for the opportunity we have to support her as she works 
in our community.  This is an exciting time to open our hearts and minds to new visions of what HPC can be in the 
years ahead. 
  
I realize that I have not said much about music in this month’s installment of “HPC Music News”.  Music, though, is 
only of value if it supports the mission of the church, and we need our pastors to help us discover and realize our mis-
sion.  I’m struck this April with a great appreciation for past pastors, deep gratitude for our current pastor, and excite-
ment and hope for the next leg of our journey that we will travel with our next pastor, Melissa Martin. 
 
A special worship opportunity…  
 
I was introduced to Taize services by our pastor Ginny Smith about 15 years ago (with Lindsay and a young Ian Lowry 
setting up the candles!), and found it a wonderful way to get closer to God.  We will be celebrating a Taize service at the 
Methodist church Thursday, March 2nd (the National Day of Prayer).  Don’t miss this beautiful, meditative time to pray 
and sing with your Hopewell neighbors. 
                            Sincerely, Charlie Ashton 

 



609-466-0758 

The Messenger deadline for the June 2019 issue  

is Sunday, May 26.  

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Melissa Martin 

 The work of the PNC 

Intercession 

 Erica L.  -  peace and perseverance (Linda  S’s niece) 

 Bob  -  peace for a heart procedure  

 Betsy W.  -  healing 

 Julie R.  -  healing (Amy R’s mother-in-law) 

 Mary Claire  -  healing from a hip replacement (Pat S’s sister-
in-law) 

 Frank  -  cancer (friend of Pat S.) 

 Susan  -  healing from a shattered wrist (Martha C’s sister) 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Lyle K.  -  healing 

 Lori H.  -  continued healing and as she seeks additional 
medical advice for recovering from serious head injury 

 Rita I.  - sacral fractures (Barb P’s mother) 

 David R.  -  healing (Doug R’s cousin) 

 Carole W.  -  healing, comfort & peace (Judy C’s friend) 

 Jimmy B.  -  healing from a serious accident 

 Scott  - lung cancer (friend of Stan K.) 

 Clara B.  -  peace and healing 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (Nancy T’s friend) 

 


