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Welcome Home 

What beautiful words.  Most often said in joy when we see loved ones who have been away.  We may hear this 

greeting used September 9th, when we come together around tables for food and worship, sharing all that we have 

been up to this summer and our God-sightings along the way. Get a head start by flipping or scrolling through this 

edition of The Messenger.  

 See our church family on vacation or simply enjoying some down time.  Can you identify the travel 

destinations? 

 Get a glimpse of our mission trip participants at work and play, but mostly at work.  The trip to 

Cumberland, Maryland left us wondering once again, “Who benefits more, the workers or the homeowners?”  

Hear reflections and stories from some of our youth on September 9th.   

 Be sure to check out what our brothers and sisters have to say about our summer book study, 

Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership, by Ruth Haley Barton.  Many have participated in the 

discussion group and some who have been away took it along as summer reading.  It has caused quite 

a stir and you can be sure we will be hearing more about it.  I encourage those of you who read the 

book to bring it along on September 9th and share it with those who have not yet had the chance. 

Wisdom, Wonder & Worship on September 9th and this edition of The Messenger also afford us a chance to look 

forward.   

 The Pumpkin Palooza & Quilt Show, a sure sign that autumn is just around the corner. Sign-ups 

will be posted on September 9th.  We are pleased to announce that this year HPW voted unanimously 

to donate all proceeds to the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).  Mental illness knows no 

race, age, gender or creed. It has touched many in our congregation and community.  In publicizing 

our support of this organization and giving them a presence at this event, we let the community know 

that we stand against stigma and we stand for healing and wholeness. 

 The Church Has Left the Building will be renamed.   The Community Engagement & Mission 

Ministry (CEMM) is asking for a name that better reflects the shift we hope to continue from the 

church going into the community to the church inviting and partnering with the community to serve others.  

Many good ideas are pouring in and the winner will be announced September 9th.   

 The Nurture & Growth Ministry (N&G) will take the opportunity on September 9th to share what’s 

in store for the coming year on Sunday mornings and in small groups.  Come hear about our new        

curriculum for the young as well as topics of study for the not so young. 

What a gift it is to celebrate life’s rhythms together as we move from the slower pace of summer to autumn, the 

season of change, the season of showing our true colors, the season of releasing that which no longer serves a  

purpose, the season of dwindling daylight and preparing for darkness, where the Creator will do his good work 

deep in the soil of our being to bring forth something new.  It is a blessing to be on this journey with you.  

- Cathy Peterson 
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership 

by Ruth Haley Barton 
 

This book means so much to me.  For many Christians, it is full of reminders about the importance of caring for 
your relationship with God.  Of staying connected to your deepest desires to be a spiritual being throughout your 
day, in decision making and in dealings with other people.  For me, the book has meant even more.  I did not grow 
up in a church and mostly came to know God through Hopewell Presbyterian Church and its members.  This book 
fills in some holes for me.  Although people at HPC have mentioned spending time in solitude and retreats have  
focused on connecting with God, this book further sends the message in a clear and concise way and when the      
author relates her ideas to the story of Moses it makes it all the more meaningful.  I look forward to more of Barton's 
writings. 

- Liz 

~~~~ 
 

Many ideas from this book resonate with me personally, and clearly apply to our congregation. One that stands out is 
the need to be governed by our spiritual gifts, collectively and individually. Identify them, develop them, use them, 
give thanks for them, and let some things go if we are not adequately gifted to do them well. Another idea that can 
help HPC is to "work the field that we are given." That means find, serve, and possibly expand the opportunities 
where we already are, or that are available to us, not necessarily geographically.” 

- Martha 

~~~~ 
 

The book by Ruth Barton has been a real eye-opener for me.  You may say, "how is that?  what is in the book?" 

Good questions, I would be asking the same had I not read it along with the group and discussed it with                  
others.  Here are my learnings: 

 God wants each of us to slow down. To take time with Him. He wants us in close connection to Him, 
clearing our minds and opening our souls.  When we do not only will He be there for us and with us.    

 God offers peace and contentment to Church Leadership, yet it may not come easy.  The Strengthened 
Soul of Leadership requires preparation, it requires thought and it a prayerful approach.   

 When we prepare, think and pray - transformation can happen together - community 'with God' and 'for 
God' is built upon a foundation of shared common values. 

 HPC is blessed by God as a 'relational' church, we have heard this over and over from the stories shared 
by so many of our membership.  Transforming that relational connection to our larger community can be a 
very accomplishable task with His help and our focus. 

Unity is a fundamental marker of finding Gods will together and unity in our Leadership will allow that transforma-
tive growth to take place. 

I am excited to actively work within HPC, with each of you, to implement and grow our Leadership.  To dream big 
with God and know that with His presence - we will be strengthened. 

- Scott 

~~~~ 
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership (continued) 

 

An excellent book that I would recommend to any and everyone who believes in Christ and is looking to grow in 
their faith 

Ruth Barton’s work is certainly geared to the leadership ( especially discernment and covenants) in the Christian faith  
and I hope and pray that our leaders at HPC are reading it – especially Session and the PNC. 

That said, I do wish that she would have shortened the title of her book to Strengthening the Soul   because it con-
tains thought and spiritual food for all of us on our respective journeys. 

It is especially good for those who might feel that something is missing in their faith journey or that they need some 
new direction – at least it has been for me. 

- Dick 

 

Wisdom, Wonder & Worship  

Sunday, September 9th 

10:30 AM 

Join us for brunch in Fellowship Hall.   

We will gather around tables to share warm fellowship & great food  

as we worship God with grateful hearts  

& look forward to what’s in store for the coming year. 

Coming to the Adult Class 

 Sunday, September 16 and 23, Sonia Waters from Princeton Theological Seminary will lead the class.  Her top-

ic is:  Mind & Soul in the Progress to Addiction and in the Progress to Change. 

 Sunday, September 30th, will be the first of a four week study “Finding God’s Will Together”, based on 

Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership.  Led by Cathy Peterson. 

 

The Youth Class (grades 6-12) will be led by Linda Stephan and Laurie Bleickardt. 
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WELCOME HOME!  VACATIONS & STAYCATIONS 
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WELCOME HOME!  VACATIONS & STAYCATIONS 
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SHARE YOUR PICTURES! 

Wish we were at our home in paradise! 

John, Peggy and David Sheats 
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VACATION & STAYCATION PICTURES 
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WELCOME HOME!  VACATIONS & STAYCATIONS 

Wish we were at our home in paradise! 

John, Peggy and David Sheats 
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WELCOME HOME!  VACATIONS & STAYCATIONS 

 



“Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

You shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

--- Isaiah 58:12 --- 
 

This passage from Isaiah, let me suggest, is one of the charters of a Missional Church. 
 

A recent Alban Weekly article began with these attention-getting words . . . 
 

“When a zoning board has to call in the police to keep order, when 40 percent of Americans don’t want 
their children to marry across party lines, when 30 percent of national security professionals predict a S.S. 
civil war, there’s something wrong with our society, says the Rev. Dr. Allen R. Hilton.” 
 

I think you will agree with me.  Our country is in trouble.  I am a baby-boomer who grew up in the turbulent 60s. I 
remember those days as a time when conservatives weren’t talking to liberals . . . and vice versa. I remember the vio-
lence. The strife. The polarization. People NOT talking with one another and talking past one another. The social 
and political upheaval. These were scary and upsetting times.  
 

I fear we are in a similar place in 2018.  Enter the Rev. Dr. Allen Hilton. 
 Dr. Hilton is the founder of House United --- the name is a play on Abraham Lincoln’s famous “house divided” 
speech --- a nonprofit dedicated to “bringing people together across political, religious, and racial difference for the 
common good.” 
 

Dr. Hilton is encouraging churches to engage in what he calls “courageous conversations across theological and polit-
ical differences within the congregation.”  He begins by training people to “listen lovingly”. He teaches people to 
repeat back what somebody has said in in other words. He comments, “We’re going to move it out of the bar-stool debate into 
the church discernment realm – they just talk.”  After a while, people come to trust one another. They get beyond tolerance 
to a kind of mutual respect. People get to opening themselves to learn from one another. People begin to really con-
nect. 
 

People in congregations learn to trust one another.  As a congregation becomes adept at this kind of conversation, 

they become host for conversations in their community. Dr. Hilton comments, “The dream here is that people 

start saying, ‘I don’t know what else they do in that church, but they seem to be really good at talking to one 

another about hard things. We can’t get anything done in the city government, so we’re doing to ask the 

church to come help us with how to do this.’ ” 

 

I find this instructive as well as thought-provoking and inspiring. 
 

A thought . . . 
   How might something like this happen at HPC? 
And . . . how might this kind of talking and listening . . . spill into the larger community? 
 

Please . . . Think on these things.  And let us address the question: “What is the Spirit saying to the Church? 

                    What is the Spirit saying to this congregation? 

Grace and peace, 
 
George 
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FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 
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2018 MISSION TRIP TO CUMBERLAND, MD 
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2018 MISSION TRIP TO CUMBERLAND, MD 
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BOARD OF DEACONS 

DEACON PICNIC AT LITTLE HAVEN 

The Hopewell Presbyterian Church Scholarship of $1,000 to be awarded to a senior who best models exemplary community service and 
is seeking to expand his or her education at the college or vocational technical level. 
 
We are pleased to announce that a $1000 scholarship was awarded to Erica Otters of Hopewell Valley Central 
High School on behalf of the Board of Deacons and Congregation of Hopewell Presbyterian Church. This           
scholarship fund originated in honor of Lucy Ducko.  
 
The 2018 recipient is a volunteer EMT and exterior fire fighter with the Hopewell Fire Department. She has also 
served regularly at Mt. Carmel Guild, Mercy House, and Care One Nursing Home. A self-described shy girl who 
used to hide behind her mother’s leg and never felt comfortable in new situations or meeting new people, Miss 
Otters challenged herself to step outside her comfort zone in order to equip herself to serve others as a medical 
care provider. She has pursued her dreams of becoming a certified EMT and     
embraced the adventure of a medical missions trip in Ghana! 
 
“My passion for others led me to apply early decision to The College of New       
Jersey for Nursing. I was accepted. . . and am excited to pursue my dreams to help 
others as a nurse,” Erica wrote in her application.  And in her thank you note after 
she was awarded the scholarship, “This money will help me fulfill my dreams of 
going to TCNJ to become a nurse with less of a financial burden. I am incredibly 
happy to be honored by this scholarship!” 
 
Congratulations, Erica Otters! May God bless you in your studies and your career 
of service. May He give you a heart to love Him and to love others, and may He 
anoint your mind and hands to serve. 
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HOPEWELL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (HPW) 

THANK YOU! 

Frank Homan wishes to thank 

his church family for the warm 

wishes and cards he received 

for his 90th birthday. 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you HPC for            

recognizing my 30th             

Anniversary in such a fun 

way! 

I appreciate all of the cards, 

flowers and kind words. 

I am the one who is truly 

blessed! 

Fondly, 

Lucy 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been a busy summer of construction at CCPS!  A huge THANK YOU to the many volunteers who volunteered 

their time to improve the school.   Many congregants worked after worship to install the walkway which leads towards 

our playground.  The kind donation of pavers was made by the Krystek family who ably led the volunteers.  Doug 

Sargent repaired the damaged closet floor and then as a bonus, built us some extra shelves.  Doug Robbins and Gary 

Mesh worked to take down a wall to enlarge our main classroom.  Doug finished up the drywall and spackling and his 

partner Linda Robbins painted to finish things up.  We await the carpet repair and we will be all set to start the school 

year. 

We are thrilled to announce some growth in our school enrollment.  CCPS will welcome 11 students on Friday,          

September 7th for Family Day.  Please continue to keep this Ministry in your prayers. 
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LIBRARY 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM AUGUST 28, 2018 

 September 7th is the first day of school for Creative Connections and there will be 11 students enrolled this year. 

 Session approved invoices for Williamson and Malmark Inc. in the total amount of $3,937.90 for the              
refurbishing of the handbells.   

 Session approved the removal and clean up of the pest problem in the total amount of $5,012.00 

 Community Engagement & Mission Ministry will be work with the Creative Connections booth at the Hopewell 
Harvest Fair on  Saturday, September 22 from 10 to 4 pm.  Please consider volunteering for a two hour time slot 
and see Pat Swartz to help out.  CEMM will be handing out Frisbee's with Hopewell Presbyterian Church logo 
and website info printed on them, and distributing water for those attending the event. 

What Have You Been Reading? 
  
Hello, HPC readers, and happy September!  
No doubt just like us, some of you will remember 
That time in your life when returning to school  
was the next thing to do, after trying to stay cool 
All those hot summer months. One task we’ve not missed  
is completing the back-to-school Summer Reading List! 
  
We’re wondering what you’ve been reading this year,  
so if you would tell us, we would like to hear 
Which books were your faves on the plane, at the shore, 
And were some of them so good, you just wanted more? 
  
Please tell us – what subjects, or authors, or stories 
Helped you pass the time, feed your soul, calm your worries? 
Your comments and input will help us discern 
How HPC’s library can be useful, in turn! 
  
Come “check out” our books on September 16, 
At Fellowship Time, or sometime in between. 
On that day you will find a full browsing book table 
So come chat with the team about books, if you’re able!  
  
Thanks, 
HPC Library Team (new helpers always welcome!) 
  
Martha Camp, Lesley Galbraith, Jane Hostetter, Barbara Holcomb, Becky 
Ludeke, Kay Richards, and Carlana Sargent 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

9/4 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Pack Committee (7:15 PM) 
9/5 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 *Cub Scout Meeting (6:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM) 
9/6 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
9/9 Wisdom, Wonder & Worship (10:30 AM) 
9/11 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
9/12 *Cub Scout Pack Meeting (6:00 PM) 
 Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
9/13 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 

9/18 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Council of Churches (7:00 PM) 
9/19 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
9/20 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
9/23 *Brownie Meeting (4:00 PM) 
9/25 Session (7:00 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
9/26 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
9/27 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
9/30 *Girl Scout Bridging Ceremony  

Girl Scout Robotics Class held the first two weeks in August 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

9/2 Hospitality & Fellowship 

9/9 Mortensen 

9/16 Kibbey 

9/23 Plaag, Treible & Cox 

9/30 J. Consoli & Hayton 

COMMUNION 

9/2 
Laddie Franz / Liz Blankstein 

Tim Sutton / Michelle Yingling 

USHERS 
 

9/2 Gus & Anne Scheier 

9/9 Sandy Ogg & Phil Ludeke 

9/16 Dick & Linda Scheetz 

9/23 Joanne & Roy Tonkin 

9/30 Heidi Cox &  

 Barbara Holcombe 

As of August 27, 2018 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $   175,131.75  

 Per Capita    $       3,250.03  

 Flower Donations    $       1,350.00  

 Rental Income    $     21,600.00  

 Building Usage    $       2,035.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       2,858.00  

 Deacons     $         700.00  

 Small Group Resources   $         150.00  

 From Memorial Funds   $       2,550.00  

 From CCP School Payroll   $     19,579.54  

 Coffee Donations    $         200.00  

 Office Supplies Donation   $         200.00  

 Building Projects    $         150.00  

 Mission Trip Funding    $       2,400.00  

 Reimbursements    $         289.23  

 Womens' Retreat Security Deposit  $       1,500.00  

 Banking Interest & Credits   $           51.43  

Total Revenue      $   233,994.98  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     85,278.66  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     94,504.07  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     30,494.15  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $       3,584.89  

  86-88 West Broad St   $     10,579.67  

  Manse    $       3,727.37  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $     21,640.50  

  Deacons    $         700.00  

  Mission Trip Expenses  $       3,200.52  

  Family Promise   $         108.00  

  Boy Scouts Troop 71   $         750.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $       5,916.80  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $       1,190.46  

 Nurture & Growth    $       5,437.46  

 Church Support    $       3,306.10  

Total Expense      $   270,418.65  

      

Profit/Loss      $    (36,423.67) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $     41,200.08  

 Payroll     $       8,762.22  
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

HPC Music News 
Enough Summer – Bring on September! 
  
I’m ready for some crisp September evenings – enough with heat, humidity and “a 50% chance of afternoon              
thunderstorms”.  I’m typing this in Portland, Maine, where Demi and I are enjoying some time with my daughter and 
son-in-law, so I’m getting a break from New Jersey weather.  Still, I’m ready for fall… 
 
And ready to get the choir back together!!!  We will be having a slight variation to our regular start-up this year.  Our 
first meeting will be held in the Sanctuary on Thursday, September 6th.  The Praise Team will meet from 6:30 to 7:30, 
followed by choir practice from 7:30 to 8:30.  We will get some music in the folders, do some singing, look at the  
upcoming year, and do some planning for… 
  
Our “Back-to-Work BBQ”, which will be held on a date TBD at my place, 123 West Broad Street in Hopewell,         
starting at 6:00 PM.  This event will be for all the HPC singers, not just those who can come every week.  We truly         
appreciate the contributions of those who jump in at the holidays, and for certain seasons of the year – and even just 
for the occasional special pieces we do.  So, keep a lookout for more details!   
  
This is also a great time of year to try something new!  If you haven’t sung since your school days and want to try 
again – or even if you never sang in a choir – plan on attending this first rehearsal and BBQ to give singing in the 
choir a shot!  You can learn “on the job”… 
 
The EOF Summer Program (a brief follow-up…) 
  
In my last Messenger article, I talked about the EOF summer program and the trip and awards that HPC makes        
possible.  I’m happy to report that the trip was, again, a wonderful success, and the students were grateful for the  
experience.  Many approached me individually and asked me to “thank the church” for its generosity.  And the gift  
certificates that were included with the awards at the closing ceremony were sincerely appreciated – and truly useful 
to these young people.  Thank you for your generosity!  
 
Hymn Spotlight – a “repeat” 
 
In my last article I highlighted “For Everyone Born”, #769.  I did so with a heavy 
heart due to disturbing items in the news.  I decided to include it again, but in a         
different frame of mind.  By the special experience that your gift to EOF produced, 
you were all “creators of joy”.  This hymn can be aspirational when we focus on the 
work still undone, but we can also use it to celebrate when we take positive steps 
towards creating God’s kingdom “on Earth as it is in Heaven”.  Again, here’s the 
refrain: 
 

And God will delight when we are creators of justice 
  and joy, compassion and peace: 
 Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, 
  justice and joy! 

Peace,  
Charlie Ashton 

         



The Messenger deadline for the September issue is Sunday,  

September 23, 2018.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Jim Blackwell 

 Volunteers 

 The work of the PNC 
 

Intercession 

 Comfort and Peace for the Blackwell Family 

 Jimmy  -  kidney transplant on 9/4 (Kathie S’s nephew) 

 Nancy R. - healing  (Sue A’s mother) 

 Becky L.  -  healing from surgery  

 Stanley and Stan P.  -  healing from a boating accident 
(Linda S’s cousin and his son) 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Emily  -  14 year old with Lymphoma 

 Emma R.  -  healing of pain from a concussion 

 Greg  -  comfort, strength, and peace during a very difficult 
time (Lucy’s friend’s son) 

 Jack  -  heart issues (friend of Lois G.) 

 Thor and Kate  -  missionaries in Norway 

 Mark H.  -  undergoing chemo (Judy C’s friend) 

 Betty  -   healing from surgery for cancer 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (friend of Nancy T.) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

         


