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H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  
C H U R C H  

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR GEORGE 

By now, you’ve probably noticed. George Betz loves the work of an Interim Pastor. In fact, if I had to choose any time 
in history to engage in pastoral ministry . . . it would be now.  Growing up in the 1950s…(Yes, I am a very aging         
baby-boomer)…being a church/’doing church’ was easy. Everybody went to church.  For the standard brand ‘franchise’ 
mainline church . . . it was the ‘fabulous fifties’.  This is . . . no longer!  Church consultant and trainer, Thom Rainer,        

observes that over 90% of Protestant churches are in decline. Ouch!   
 

Being a church and ‘doing church’ these days is . . . challenging. And this is an understatement. A church unwilling to 
‘do church differently’ will go the way of the dinosaur and the typewriter!  A church unwilling to examine itself and         
engage in necessary change is a church…without a future.  And change for most people ---this pastor included --- is 
scary stuff.  In fact, I am convinced that the only person totally excited about and committed to change --- is a baby with 
a wet diaper!  But…change we must engage in…to remain viable. 
 

The interim time for a church is a time of GREAT opportunity to take a close look at where we have been, where we 

are . . . and most important . . . where God is calling us to GO!  It’s a time when we take a close look at who we 

are…and…what God is calling us to become.  It’s a time of revisiting the questions . . . “What is our purpose/

mission?  What is God’s vision for HPC. What might HPC look like in the year 2027?”    (And know this: 2027 
will be here faster than any of us can imagine!) 
 

February 2 marks a major step in HPC’s march toward God’s future.  February 2nd marks the beginning of a series of 
Small Listening Group Gatherings.  A number of things will happen in these groups.  First, your Interim Pastor is eager 
to listen to YOU and get to know the people of HPC.  I want to listen to your life-stories. Those things and issues you 
are concerned about.  I want to listen to your ‘take’ and feelings about HPC. What are your hopes for HPC? What are 

your thoughts about the future of HPC? In terms of our ministry and mission ---what do you believe God is calling 

us to be…and…DO?   

              

Second, I want the people of HPC to know the Interim Pastor beyond our Sunday morning interactions.  During my 
first two months of ministry at HPC, I’ve come to know and love this congregation. And already…God has planted 
thoughts in my mind and heart concerning HPC and where we need to be headed.  I would like share these thoughts 
with you. 
 

To help you prepare for these Hour and forty-minute gatherings --- I would like you to think on these questions and 
subjects: 

 Where you lived while you were growing up…and some pertinent childhood memories   

 Name a person who has had a strong influence on you and the person you are. 

 Name two strengths/abilities you have. 
 

Concerning Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

 How you came to HPC…when you came…and why you stay 

 What you need in a church (Examples: Quality Worship. Strong Youth Ministry. Fellowship and support. A 
Strong discipling ministry. Active and robust community involvement and outward mission. Etc. Etc.) 

 What you need in a Pastor…and…from a Pastor 

 Three things you believe that need to be addressed and acted upon during our Interim Period 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR GEORGE (continued) 

And be assured.  Not only will I be listening. Your Session will be listening.  As your elected leadership team --- we 
will take the responses/information derived from the Listening Groups and begin to develop the next phase of our 
Interim work: The formation of our Mission study.  Stay tuned. 
 
Below is a list of Times and Gathering Places.  Please choose the one that best suits your schedule and register by 
placing a check next to the place and time. And…Please write a Number “2” for an alternative time in case 
your first choice is too full.  (Maximum 12 people to a group) Fill in your name, telephone number, and email 
address and return to the church office via email or hard copy. 
 
You can also register by signing your name on the registration forms in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Will great anticipation, I am looking forward to meeting with you . . . ALL of you! 
 
George Betz     
Interim Pastor 
 
 

LISTENING GROUP REGISTRATION 

 

DATE  TIME  LOCATION     SELECTED MEETING 

 

2/2  7:00 PM home of Dick and Linda Scheetz             __________  

2/4  9:00 AM home of Doug and Linda Robbins            __________ 

2/5  12:15 PM HPC (Cathy Peterson)              __________ 

2/7  1:00 PM HPC (Nancy Treible)              __________ 

2/8  7:00 PM home of Todd and Kathie Sutton             __________ 

2/9  7:00 PM home of Laura and Glen Morreale            __________ 

2/11  9:00 AM home of Suzanne Holdcraft and Sandy Sherrard           __________ 

2/12  12:15 PM HPC (Linda Stephan)              __________ 

2/14  7:00 PM Sandy Ogg               __________ 

2/15  7:00 PM home Laurie and Eric Bleickardt             __________ 

2/16  11:30 AM home of Ruth Mortensen             __________ 

 

NAME ________________________________________________      PHONE _______________________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________ 
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SHARING OUR SPACE . . .           WCRC Flying Club 
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SHARING OUR SPACE . . .                      Girl Scouts 

Hopewell Valley Girl Scouts 

Award Banquet 

December 2, 2016 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

We spent time this January mixing 
colors and painting on alternative 
materials to paper.  We tried tin foil, 
bubble wrap and corrugated, white 
cardboard. We mixed red, hot pink 
and white one day and tried with blue 
and white on another. 

 

We know how to celebrate! Look at 
the tasty spread offered by one family 
when their child turned five! Design 
your own cupcakes and a rainbow 
selection of fruit.  The fruit was 
shaped like a Lego figure, a popular 
toy with all of our students. 

 

 

At CCPS, play dough is always an   
interesting material to sculpt.  We 
enjoy using tools to roll and cut the 
dough and we often add nature       
elements, to enhance our creations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Maria did a lesson on shadows.  
The children loved placing objects on 
the light projector and seeing what 
showed up on the wall. Each student 
eagerly awaited their turn to make 
shadows.  
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

 

Wisdom & Wonder 
February 5th– 19th 

Living in the Light of Jesus: 

a closer look at 1 John 

 

February 26th 

Age Level Breakout Session 

Grades K-5—Classroom, Linda Stephan 

Grades 6-8— Classroom, Sandy Ogg & Sean Jackson 

Adults—Lounge: The Science Fiction of C.S. Lewis, Ian Burrow 

Many people are familiar with English theologian and linguist C.S. Lewis from his Mere Christianity and The Screwtape 
Letters, or perhaps even more through the Narnia books like The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  Less well-known 
is his so-called “Space Trilogy”.   
 

In three connected novels: Out of the Silent Planet (1938), Perelandra (1944) and That Hideous Strength (1945), Lewis 
explored the struggle between good and evil through captivating stories set on three planets: Mars (Malacandra), 
Venus (Perelandra), and Earth (Thulcandra). Alternately charming, thrilling, and painful to read, these books pre-
sent a thought-provoking view of our place in God’s order of things. 
 

We will explore the ideas in the trilogy through reading and discussion.  Come and hear about hrossa, pfifltriggi, sorns 
and eldila, the Un-Man on the floating islands, and how the wizard Merlin saves the Earth (in England, of course!). 
 

“Neither blatant advertisements for Christianity nor unabashed allegory like The Chronicles of Narnia, the books in-
stead imagine God’s creation as a universe instead of a single planet and then let loose the forces of good and evil 
in this much larger playing field.” 

Now is the time to let your voice be heard! 
What do you love about HPC? 

What do we do well? 

In what areas do we need growth and change? 

Share conversation & fellowship in a small group setting 

Set aside 90 minutes & take part in  

Listening Groups 
Sign up in Fellowship Hall, call or email the church office 
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

 
 

 

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY HOAGIE SALE 

February 5th Coffee Hour 

$8.50 each 

Includes a delicious hoagie (Italian or Turkey) and your choice of  chips and a beverage 

Place your order 1 of  3 ways BY FEBRUARY 1st: 

Sign up on the sheet in Fellowship Hall, call the church office, or email cpeterson@hopewellpres.org   

UPCOMING RETREATS TO LONG BEACH ISLAND 

Youth: 

March  

10th –12th 

Women: 

March 31st 

to 

April 2nd 

SHROVE TUESDAY  

PANCAKE DINNER 
Tuesday, February 28th 

Serving runs from 

5:30 to 7:00  

Come and go as you please 

Dinner is free. 

Donations benefit the HPC youth fund. 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

A Special Event, Right Here at HPC… 
 
Mark your calendars – once again HPC is blessed with the opportunity to host a Gospel Brunch to help raise money 
for the new Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum.  Some of you attended the first one last Spring and can 
attest to how inspirational it was.  And it’s being organized by our neighbor and friend of HPC, Elaine Buck of Sec-
ond Calvary Baptist Church. 
 
 To learn more, check out their flier (included in this Messenger), or follow the link to their Facebook page:
 https://www.facebook.com/stoutsburgsourlandafricanamericanmuseum/ 
 And to learn more about the museum project: 
 http://www.stoutsburgcemetery.org/museum/ 
 
Song Spotlight:  “Your Grace is Enough”  
 
In early January at our weekly staff meeting, Pastor George handed me a sheet of lyrics and chords to a wonderful 
song that I was unfamiliar with.  He had heard it used in a local church, and thought HPC would enjoy it.  He was 
certainly right about that! 
 
Ken Fredeen agreed to lead this song in service on January 22nd , and did a wonderful job – along with the rest of the 
Praise Team.  And then George exercised his gift of exhortation to encourage all to give it a try.  It’s a wonderful mes-
sage that gets to the heart of what unites all Christians – God’s grace.  And it really rocks!   
 
I know that we will be using this congregationally in the future, so look it up on Youtube (great versions by Matt Ma-
her and Chris Tomlin) and give it a listen.  And I’ve included the words below – even if you don’t know the tune, they 
make a wonderful, simple prayer. 
                                                                                                      See you in church, 
                 Charlie Ashton 

 
“Your Grace is Enough” by Matt Maher 

 
Great is your faithfulness oh God,  

You wrestle with the sinner's heart 

You lead us by still waters into mercy 

And nothing can keep us apart 

So remember your people, remember your children 

Remember your promise, oh God 

Your grace is enough, Your grace is enough. 

Your grace is enough for me. 

Great is your love and justice God. 

You use the weak to lead the strong. 

You lead us in the song of your salvation 

And all your people sing along. 

So remember your people… 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stoutsburgsourlandafricanamericanmuseum/
http://www.stoutsburgcemetery.org/museum/
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

Survey Update 
The CE&M Ministry has carefully review the results received from the survey conducted last year. The leaders of the 
different activities (Family Promise, TASK, transportation, disaster assistance etc.) have or soon will be given the 
contact information for people willing to serve. They will be reaching out to you. If anyone isn't contacted please 
contact Pat Swartz and she will assist you. All the suggestions offered are being prayerfully and thoughtfully           
considered.  

 
Master Collection Calendar 
The Community Engagement Ministry is developing a master list of the varies collections done throughout the year. 
We don't authorize  projects or running the projects but coordinate the project to spread out our varies collections/
donations throughout the year. If you are organizing a collection or donation please send an email to                            
hollows@msn.com with the subject line saying “HPC Collection Calendar” or put a note in the Community                  
Engagement mailbox with the information (who, what, when etc.)  
 
Currently we have:       
 February 5th – Youth Fundraiser 

 March 4th - Blood Drive collection 
 April – Rummage Sale lunches 
 May – Trenton Psychiatric collection 
 Fall (Possibly Nov. ) - TCHLTB 

 
Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list of  scheduled 
activities.  
 
Master HPC Calendar of Events - February     * shows Community Event 
Sundays 
Prayers for Church & Community (8:30 AM) 
Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM) 
Worship (10:30 AM) 
Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 
2/1 * Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
2/2 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
2/4 Creative Connections Open House (10:00 AM) 
2/5 Church Youth Hoagie Fundraiser 
2/7 * Boy Scout Senior Staff/Troop Committee (7:00 PM) 
2/8 * Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 Board of Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 * Central Jersey Modern Quilt Guild (7:00 PM) 
 * Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
2/9 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 * Cub Scout Pack Committee (7:00 PM) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (7:30 PM) 
2/10 * Girl Scout “Thinking Day” (5:00 PM) 
2/11 Chili Wingo Bingo (6:00 PM) 
2/12 Nurture & Growth (8:00 AM) 
 * Girl Scouts (4:00 PM) 

2/14 * Boy Scout Troop Meeting (7:00 PM) 
 Facilities and Finance Ministry (7:00 PM) 
2/15 * Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 * Cub Scout Pack Meeting (6:30 PM) 
2/16 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (7:30 PM) 
2/19 * Family Promise (until 2/26) 
2/21 * Boy Scout Troop Meeting (7:00 PM) 
2/22 * Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 * Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
2/23 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (7:30 PM) 
2/25 * Gospel Brunch (11:00 AM) 
2/26 * Girl Scouts (6:00 PM) 
2/28 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner (5:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scout Troop Meeting (7:00 PM) 
 Session (7:30 PM) 

Upcoming events: 
 

April 23-29   Rummage Sale 
May 5-21 Family Promise 

 

mailto:hollows@msn.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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THE DEACON CORNER 

New Roles for Deacons in 2017 
 

As deacons we serve in a variety of capacities, but each of us has two main areas of focus. The first is member care, 
and the second is overseeing an area of HPC ministry.  With the start of a new year, some new deacons have come 
on board while others have completed their terms.  This means it is a time of transition in which some of our roles 
may be shifting.  What remains consistent is our desire, as a body, to provide personalized care for each member as 
any need arises and to serve as a point of contact between members and the ministries we support.   
 

At the annual meeting you should have had an opportunity to find out which deacon, along with an elder partner, is 
your personal member care provider.  If you have personal concerns, need help with driving to appointments, have 
health issues, or perhaps need a little financial assistance, please reach out to us. Each of the Deacons is prepared to 
warmly, thoughtfully, and lovingly respond.  If you do not know which deacon is charged with your care, please feel 
free to contact any of us (our names are in the bulletin each week), and we will make sure to discreetly connect you 
to the person best able to care for your needs. 
 

In addition, each of us will be serving to coordinate a ministry as listed below.  Please contact us if you know of 
someone who could benefit from these services. 
 

-Moderator: Dick Scheetz 
-Co-Moderator/Receptions Contact: Jen Megaffin 
-Secretary: Laddie Franz 
-Treasurer/Outreach: Bev Mills 
-Little Haven Ministry: Tim Sutton 
-Flower Distribution/Card Care: Suzanne /Holdcraft 
-TASK/Food Pantry: Michelle Yingling 
-Special Needs Assistance: Anne Hayton 
-Grief Support/Visitation: Judy Consoli 
-Deacon Messenger Article: Mindy Kibbey 
-Nominating Committee/SPLASH: Laura Morreale 
-SPLASH: Emma McCleery 
 

Outreach Missions Budget Updates 
 

It is also our happy task as deacons to allocate funds set aside by Session to a variety of worthy causes on a monthly 
and/or annual basis.  A percentage of HPC tithes and offerings is designated for outreach, which is dispensed at  
local, national and international levels.  With careful and prayerful consideration as well as the use of tools such as 
Charity Navigator, the deacons  approve these expenditures.  You can find information and thank you notes from 
many of these causes on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.  I am pleased to announce that the combined total 
from tithes, offerings, and special donations that was allocated toward outreach and missions for 2016 was 
$42,922.31.  
 

Historically, 10% of all HPC tithes and offerings has been approved by Session for missions and outreach spend-
ing.   As a reflection of our values as a missional church, for 2017 Session has approved an increase.  This year 11% 
of all tithes and offerings will go toward meeting the needs of local women and families in crisis, the homeless,        
at-risk youth, special needs of HPC members, prison ministry, emergency support in Haiti and/or other               
international locations, victims of human trafficking, and many more targeted areas.  It is our privilege as deacons to 
be made aware of areas where HPC funds can be used for the most good and to research causes and share this             
information with you. 
 

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world.                                            
For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home.                

I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’    Matthew 25:34-36 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

MINISTERS OF 

HOSPITALITY 
 

February 
Lowinn & Mindy Kibbey 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

2/5 Hospitality & Fellowship 

2/12 Bleickardt 

2/19 Quinlan/B. Blankstein 

2/26 Ardastra 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
THROUGH JANUARY 24, 2017 

COMMUNION 

February 5, 2017  

*Pat Swartz 

Bonnie Altieri 

Ian Burrow 

Cathe Burrow 

Save the Date:      
Blood Drive - March 4th  
 

Once again we are working through Community Blood Council of NJ located in Ewing to hold a Blood 
Drive at our church.   Check the Community Engagement & Mission Bulletin Board to sign up or watch 
your email for more details. 

SUNDAY  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

In order to improve worship, if 

you have an announcement to 

make, please contact the church 

office (609) 466-0758 and make 

your request by Wednesday 

morning each week. 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $  17,064.00  

 Per Capita    $       483.96  

 Office Supply Donation   $       175.00  

 Charitable Fund Donation   $       200.00  

 Rental Income    $    2,700.00  

 Deacons     $         30.00  

 Building Usage    $       200.00  

 From CCP School    $       898.35  

Total Revenue      $  21,751.31  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $    8,593.44  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $    8,971.32  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $    3,255.72  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  

  86-88 West Broad St   $       563.36  

  Manse    $       439.56  

 Community Engagement   

  10% Tithes & Offerings  

  Deacons    

 Worship & Stewardship   $       260.00  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $       382.53  

 Nurture & Growth    $       197.63  

 Church Support    $    1,320.26  

      

Total Expense      $  23,983.82  

      

Profit/Loss      $   (2,232.51) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $  55,290.60  

 Payroll     $  13,600.94  
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THANK YOU 

Love to my “family in Christ”.  Thank you to all who remembered me with cards.  I feel loved.  I needed that! 
                                                                                                                                                        Pat Hendrickson 
 

(Pat’s whole Christmas letter, if you would like to read it, is on the bulletin board outside the church office.) 

 Session approved an increase in giving to missions to 11% this year. 

 The property at 86 W. Broad St. has a new renter this month. 

 Approved the Ordination and Installation of new Deacons and Elders on Sunday, February 12. 

 Approved Creative Connections Play School as a new ministry of HPC.  Doug Robbins will act as the Treasurer 
and the liaison elder between this ministry and Session. 

 Approved and gave permission to CCPS to write checks for licensing purposes.  The first half will come out of 
the CCPS account. 

 Approved to spend $1,000 on new flooring for the large CCPS classroom. 

 Agreed that the determination of specific allocation of Outreach funds shall consist of representatives from both 
Deacons and Community Engagement & Mission Ministry. 

 The 2017 Budget was approved. 

 Will all support the Listening Groups meetings in February where members are asked to share what is important 
to them and to get to know the Interim Pastor.  

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY 23, 2017 

 

Chili Wingo Bingo 
Saturday, February 11th, at 6:00 PM 

 

Calling all Hopewell Presbyterian Chili Connoisseurs to fix up their best pot of  

chili to share if  you dare! (3-alarm, vegetarian, southwestern, chicken, beef, 

bean).  There will be a sign-up sheet on the Hospitality and Fellowship board in 

Fellowship Hall for chili and cornbread muffin donation.  Drinks, toppings, and 

dessert provided.  Also, penne pasta will be on hand for non-chili eating           

children. 

Following dinner, there will be rousing bingo games with prizes for the winners. 
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CHRISTMAS AT HPC 
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CHRISTMAS AT HPC 

 

 



The Messenger deadline for the March issue is Sunday,  

February 19, 2017.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 thanksgiving for the life of John Sapoch’s father 

 thanksgiving for the life of Sheila Bowes 

 thanksgiving for the life of Lemuel Holcombe 
(Barbara’s father) 

Intercession 

 Comfort & peace for the Sapoch family 

 Comfort & peace for the Bowes family 

 Comfort & peace for the Holcombe family 

 Christina G.  -  eye surgery (niece of Pat S.) 

 Keith W.  -  cancer—comfort & healing (nephew of 
Sue C.) 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Ben  -  6 year old with rare blood disorder needing a 
bone marrow transplant (friend of Holly P.) 

 Gail in Florida and Greg in England  -  healing and 
comfort during chemotherapy (friends of Cathe and 
Ian B.) 

 Kaethe H.  -  COPD worsening (sister-in-law of Bar-
bara) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 Susan W.  -  pancreatic cancer—comfort and peace 

 Linda T.  -  healing (friend of Pat S.) 

 Anna  -  awaiting a transplant (Kathie S’s niece) 

 


