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The Messenger 

H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  
C H U R C H  

“A world at its worst . . . Needs a Church at its best!” 

December, 2016 
 
Dear Colleagues in Ministry, 
 

“A world at its worst . . . needs a Church at its best!” 

These were the words of Pastor James Forbes proclaimed from the Riverside Church 
pulpit the Sunday following 9/11. They resonated then . . .and they resonate today. As 
I commence my work with the Saints of HPC, let me reflect on what it means to be a 

‘Church at its best’ . . . 
 

First . . . it is a church that worships.  Worship is job #1 for any church striving to 
be at its best. 
There are all kinds of groups and organizations that do many of the good things 
churches do.  The Rotary engages in great service projects.  The Kiwanis provides great fellowship. The Girl Scouts do 
great work for young women.  What is unique about the church is . . . We worship.  We work to bring people into the 

presence of God.  Worship meets the deep needs of our members.  But worship is also and always . . . guest friendly.  
We are forever on the lookout  for and sensitive to the inquiring guest. The seeker.  The pre-Christian person.  In our 
worship we exalt Jesus Christ.  We give God cause for joy.  
 

Second . . . it is a church that disciples people.  All people.  We help people begin a life of discipleship. We help peo-
ple begin that life-changing  journey of following Jesus.  We become a church that equips its people to become more like 
Jesus.  Discipling people means . . . we focus on becoming a Christ-centered community --- a KOINONIA.  (See Acts 

2:42-47).  There is a big difference between being a church with small groups…and…a church of small groups. Imagine 
every person connected with HPC…connected to some kind of small group! 
 

Third . . . it is a church that produces apostles --- people sent into the world to fulfill God’s Purposes. God’s mis-

sion. It is a missional church . . . impacting the community beyond our doors with the Gospel.  We are an Apostolic 

congregation.  Rick Warren writes, “Every church must be evaluated not by its seating capacity…but instead --- by its 

sending capacity.”  Amen! 
 My friend, mentor, and colleague, Dick Armstrong, wrote an important book with the title, Service Evangelism.  
Dick maintains a church cannot do effective Evangelism without being a servant church.  And…a congregation cannot 

be an effective servant church without engaging in Evangelism.  What God has joined . . . Service and Evangelism . . . 
let us dare not put asunder! 
A church at its best does both! All the time! 
 
As I work with you during the interim period . . . I look forward to leading HPC to the next place God is calling  you.  
Let us . . . ALL of us . . . strive to become a church at its best  --- and --- give God cause for great joy! 
 
George Betz 
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

Come see what’s happening In Wisdom & Wonder, Sunday mornings 9:15-10:15 
 

December  4        Spiritual Practices:  Prayer 

                      11       Age Level Breakout Session 

   Adults:  Lounge -  (Leader: Dale Allison – If the imagination plays a central role in the religious 
   life, the question of how to nurture one’s imagination becomes of great importance. While there are many 
   ways to do this, three of the more important historically are: contemplation of invisible things, reflection 
   upon the natural world, and making friends with silence. What then happens to us as the world becomes 
   more and more noisy, and as we spend increasing amounts of time indoors, and as our eyes hunger more 
   than ever for screens of all kinds?) 

   Children and youth:  Sanctuary – Pageant practice 

                      18       Annual Christmas Pageant, 9:30 in the sanctuary 

                      25       No Wisdom & Wonder 

January  1       No Wisdom & Wonder 

                 8  Age Level Breakout Session 

                                 Adults: Lounge – Leader: Drew Mangione 

                                 Elementary & Middle school students - respective classrooms 

                 15       Fellowship Hall – “Living in the Light of Jesus”, a closer look at 1 John 

                 22   “Living in the Light of Jesus” continues-  Hot breakfast is served. 

                 29  “Living in the Light of Jesus” continues      
             

Looking forward  . . . 
 
The Science Fiction of C.S. Lewis 
Sunday February 26th 2017 
Ian Burrow 
 
Many people are familiar with English theologian and linguist C.S. Lewis from his Mere Christianity and The Screwtape 
Letters, or perhaps even more through the Narnia books like The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  Less well-known 
is his so-called “Space Trilogy”.   
 

In three connected novels: Out of the Silent Planet (1938), Perelandra (1944) and That Hideous Strength (1945), Lewis 
explored the struggle between good and evil through captivating stories set on three planets: Mars (Malacandra), 
Venus (Perelandra), and Earth (Thulcandra). Alternately charming, thrilling, and painful to read, these books      
present a thought-provoking view of our place in God’s order of things. 
 

We will explore the ideas in the trilogy through reading and discussion.  Come and hear about hrossa, pfifltriggi, sorns 
and eldila, the Un-Man on the floating islands, and how the wizard Merlin saves the Earth (in England, of course!). 
 

“Neither blatant advertisements for Christianity nor unabashed allegory like The Chronicles of Narnia, the books       
instead imagine God’s creation as a universe instead of a single planet and then let loose the forces of good and evil 
in this much larger playing field.” 
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/culture/books/reviews/3008-c-s-lewis-space-trilogy#gsTjoMrSLdURWlVb.99 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

There will be an alternative giving fair on December 11th to benefit Urban Promise. Plan to purchase gifts for family 
and friends during fellowship time.  
 
Master Collection Calendar 
The Community Engagement Ministry is maintaining a master list of the varies collections done throughout the year. 
We will not be approving projects or running the projects just coordinating the project to spread out our varies     
collections/donations. If you are organizing a collection or donation please send an email to hollows@msn.com with 
the subject line saying “HPC Collection Calendar” or put a note in the Community Engagement mailbox with the 
information (who, what, when etc.)  
 
Currently we have  

 December – Family Promise gifts  & alternative giving Fair 

 February – Youth Fundraiser 

 April – Rummage Sale lunches 

 May – Trenton Psychiatric collection 
 
Survey 
The survey has been completed. Results have been posted on the Community Engagement bulletin Board for a few 
months. Leaders of different projects have been given the contact information for your areas of interest (sewing, 
library etc)  and will be contacting you. If you aren't contacted but did indicted an area of interest, please let me 
know so I can assist you. Thanks to everyone who took the time to answer the survey. 

 
The Church has left the building 
Thank you to all the project leaders for the The Church has left the building. Collectively we  
 

 completed patterns for 64 pairs of shoes that were sent to a Sole Hope  

 filled a pick up truck with food and made 50 soup starters for Fisherman's Mark 

 put together 58 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child 

 made 6 no-sew fleece blankets for service men 

 made sandwiches for Trenton Area Soup Kitchen 

 visited residents at Lawrenceville nursing home 

 built new basement stairs, caulked a bathtub, put up drywall and installed a new vanity 
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING   
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THE CHURCH HAS LEFT THE BUILDING 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Hopewell’s Home for Christmas House Tour & Quilt Show 
Sunday, December 18, 2016 

1:00 – 4:00 pm 
 
Stroll around delightful Hopewell and enjoy a fabulous house tour and quilt show this holiday season. Six of 
Hopewell’s loveliest private homes will open their doors and share their charm, seasonal decorations and holiday 
warmth. Plus three of Hopewell’s churches – Hopewell Presbyterian, Hopewell United Methodist, Calvary Baptist - 
will display a fabulous collection of antique and new quilts created by some of the best quilters in the area. See the 
wonderful children’s Home for Christmas queen size quilt, created by children from all five of the Borough’s           
churches. Complimentary refreshments.  
 
The House Tour & Quilt Show is one of a series of events celebrated in Hopewell during 2016 to celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of its incorporation as a borough.  
 
House Tour & Quilt Show proceeds will benefit Family Promise, a non-profit organization that provides temporary 
shelter at churches plus meals for homeless families, supported by the Hopewell Council of Churches.  
 
Tickets are $20. A limited number of tickets will be sold. Available after worship on Sundays Dec. 4 and 11, at 
Hopewell Borough Library, 13 East Broad Street, beginning Dec. 1. Or, buy your ticket on the day of the event at one 
of the following three churches: Hopewell Presbyterian, 80 West Broad Street; Calvary Baptist, 3 East Broad Street; 
Hopewell United Methodist, 20 Blackwell Avenue.  
 
For more information or to buy your ticket online visit http://www.hopewellboro-nj.us/hopewells-125th/ or call 609
-466-0758.  
 
This event is sponsored by the Hopewell Council of Churches.  
 
How you can help: 

 Lend your new or vintage quilts for display, even if they’ve been shown at HPC previously. Contact      
Cindy Friedman or Bev Mills.  

 Donate baked goods or beverage ingredients for the complimentary refreshments at our church. Contact 
Laddie Franz or Jen Megaffin. 

 On Dec. 18, help set up, break down, or host the quilt show in HPC’s sanctuary.  

 On Dec. 18, volunteer to sell tour tickets or help serve refreshments at HPC. 

 On Dec. 18, be a docent at one of the houses to help welcome and guide guests. Four of the houses are 
HPC members’ homes! 

 Purchase tickets (and bring your friends)! 
  

Volunteer shifts on December 18 will be coordinated to allow time to do the house tour.  
 
Please plan to participate in this special holiday season event.  
 

 

http://www.hopewellboro-nj.us/hopewells-125th/
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THE DEACON CORNER 

At the November Deacon meeting, our treasurer Dick Scheetz provided the monthly update about the list of        
charitable groups HPC supports financially. Please take a look at the Outreach bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to 
see the many connections we make with the Mission funding channeled through HPC. And as always we review in a 
thoughtful manner any new and confidential requests for local funding that are submitted to us.  
 
This month, if you are a member of HPC, you should receive in the mail a very special holiday season card created 
by our own multi-talented Deacon Mindy Kibbey. Designed to bring a smile to your face, these beautiful cards are 
chock full of the seasonal schedule at church and warm holiday greetings. But importantly, the Deacon and Elder 
who sign and mail these cards to you are your membercare link to a more personal connection to this body of       
worshippers. If you have personal concerns, need help with driving to appointments, have health issues, or perhaps 
need a little financial assistance, please reach out. Each of the Deacons is prepared to warmly, thoughtfully, and      
lovingly respond.  
 
Happy Holidays from the HPC Board of Deacons.  

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVEMBER 29th 

 We approved Creative Connections Play School as a new ministry of Hopewell Presbyterian Church and will 
provide spiritual support to Liz Blankstein, lead teacher.   This includes the assumption of the 501 (c) (3) and 
the assets thereof. 

 

 Session approved that we obtain pricing and scope to do a baseline assessment of our current computer systems 
to identify any deficiencies and computer network and security issues.  The findings will be reported back to 
session. 

 

 The lighting recommendation was not approved as session would like Worship and Stewardship Ministry to 
obtain a lighting consultant's input after communicating with the new interim pastor on the lighting needs in the 
sanctuary. 

The Baptism of Sean Douglas Burns 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

MINISTERS OF 

HOSPITALITY 
 

December 
Mary Ann Consoli & 

Laddie Franz 
 

January 
Ian & Cathe Burrow 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

12/4   Plaag/Treible/Cox 

12/11 McCleery/Richardson 

12/18 J. Consoli/Hayton 

12/25 Christmas 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
THROUGH NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $ 288,952.81  

 Per Capita    $    2,804.50  

 Flower Donations    $       795.00  

 Youth Fund Events    $       527.50  

 Intern Donations    $    1,479.00  

 Women's Retreat    $    2,840.00  

 Reimbursements    $       562.75  

 Rental Income    $    8,400.00  

 Deacons     $    2,530.00  

 Small Group Resources   $       195.00  

 Building Usage    $    4,283.30  

 From Building Contingency Account  $    2,121.25  

 TCHLTB     $       300.00  

 From HPW    $       271.10  

 Misc     $       565.75  

Total Revenue      $ 316,627.96  

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $  84,276.37  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $  93,981.94  

 Repayment of Memorial Fund   $  19,876.00  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $  34,055.59  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $    3,241.53  

  86-88 West Broad St   $  15,438.36  

  Manse    $    4,174.34  

 Community Engagement   

  10% Tithes & Offerings  $  28,446.16  

  Deacons    $    2,530.00  

  Intern Assistance   $    1,479.00  

  Mission Trip   $       400.00  

  Family Promise   $       126.00  

  TCHLTB    $       161.59  

 Worship     $    5,095.26  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $    4,130.25  

 Nurture & Growth    $    4,973.78  

 Church Support    $    6,598.25  

Total Expense      $ 308,984.42  

Profit/Loss      $    7,643.54  

Account Balances      

 General     $  54,365.32  

 Payroll     $  10,527.92  

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

On Sunday, December 11,        

immediately following worship 

there will be a Special              

Congregational Meeting to elect 

Elders and Deacons. 
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CELEBRATE THE SEASON 

Sunday, December 4th   •   Second Sunday in Advent 
10:30 AM—Worship 

Text:  Matthew 11:28-30 
The Proclamation:  “Are you following Jesus? . . .  

       The Yoke’s on You!” 
11:30 AM—Christmas Gift Craft Sale 

 

Sunday, December 11   •   Third Sunday in Advent 
10:30 AM — Worship 

Texts:  Exodus 3:1-8; John 1:1-14 
The Proclamation:  “Blackberry Bushes and Burning Bushes” 
11:30 AM—Urban Promise Alternative Giving Fair 

 

3:00 PM—Voices Concert 
Christmastide:  The Festive Classics 

Tickets are $25 advance and $30 at the door 
 

Sunday, December 18   •   Fourth Sunday in Advent 
9:30 AM—Christmas Pageant 

10:30—Worship 
Texts: Mark 10:13-16; John 1:10-13 

The Proclamation:  “Christmas is for Children . . . Only Children!” 
1:00-4:00 PM—Hopewell Council of Churches Home for Christmas House Tour & Quilt Show 

 

December 20-24th    
Living Nativity at Calvary Baptist Church 

 

Wednesday, December 21st 
7:30 PM —Blue Christmas Service at Calvary Baptist Church 

 

Saturday, December 24   •   Christmas Eve 
5:00 PM — Service of Carols & Bells 

Joyful Family Worship 
8:00 PM — Traditional Candlelight Worship 

Text: Luke 2:1-14 
The Proclamation:  “Angel Talk” 

 

Sunday, December 25   •   Christmas Day 
10:30 AM—Worship 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
Text: Matthew 2:1-12 

The Proclamation:  “Living in the Afterglow of Christmas” 
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BOWLING— SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 
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THE RESCUE MISSION OF TRENTON NEEDS OUR HELP! 

Many of you know that for more than a decade – it’s been 12 years now – I’ve been riding from Gettysburg to Tren-
ton with the Battle Against Hunger bike tour. And that through the ride I raise funds for the Rescue Mission. But 
now, the rest of the story; 
 
Each year the Rescue Mission provides a truck, driver and helper to haul the rider’s gear and lately also a van and 
driver to drive riders out to Gettysburg. The Mission also  provides the cooking staff and support for the BAH cele-
bration when we arrive at Washington Crossing Park. The driver, driver’s helper and the men who cook for us are 
participants in the Mission’s Homeless Assessment and        Referral Program. More than just a fund raiser, it pro-
vides them an opportunity to interact with others and to be part of a community. So while funds from my sponsors 
have gone to the Rescue Mission, without their support, it would be difficult to execute the ride year after year. 
 
Now it’s time to give back - in a big way. The Rescue Mission is looking at a $400,000 shortfall for the 2016 fiscal 
year and they need our help. If you didn’t catch the Trenton Times article, here’s a link: http://tinyurl.com/j4pabtp , 
or go to www.nj.com and search on “rescue mission”. 
 
Changes in state funding requirements and buying habits at the Rescue Mission store have left the Mission struggling 
for funding this year. While they believe they can pull in $200,000 they’re looking to their friends and the public to 
help with the remainder. HPW is donating $5000 and I’m asking that we step up and help as well. The easiest way to 
donate is to select the ‘donate’ tab on their website: http://www.rescuemissionoftrenton.org/ 
 
The Rescue Mission of Trenton serves the truly needy men and women who have no place to turn for shelter, food, 
and clothing. They provide a safe, clean, warm, refuge for the homeless, the hungry, the transient and the addicted. 
The Mission provides the only emergency shelter in Mercer County, licensed by the Department of Community      
Affairs (DCA) and serving single men and women. The Mission’s Homeless Assessment and Referral Program         
provides client assessment in the emergency shelter and referral to addiction, mental health and other crucial services. 
In addition, the program offers extended, supportive housing to adult, single men who are experiencing              
homelessness and are in need of assistance in obtaining social services and benefits in addition to living                   
accommodations.  
 
In short, the Rescue Mission of Trenton is the sole provider of essential services to our community and we cannot let 
them fail. Please consider helping out this holiday season by donating to the Mission. Imagine if we matched the 
HPW donation!  
 
                                                                                                                                                            Rich Armington 

 

http://tinyurl.com/j4pabtp
http://www.nj.com
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SHARING OUR SPACE . . . 

Creative Connections Play School   
The children use blocks to construct buildings and bridges on a daily basis.  We recently started a unit on paper          

mache and we are in the studio building our very own city!  We can’t wait to see where this unit will take us.  We hope 

to have an engineer visit us in December to share some ideas. 

 

 

          Papering  

           our first  

           buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

      Viola!  

      Our first houses! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Adding 

       some color . . . 

 

 

 

 

 



The Messenger deadline for the February issue is Sunday,  

January 22, 2017.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for the ministry of George Betz 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Laurie (Doug Sargent’s 
sister) 

 Thanksgiving for the work of the transition team 
Intercession 

 Ben  -  6 year old with rare blood disorder needing a 
bone marrow transplant (friend of Holly P.) 

 Evan D.  -  healing from hand injury (Lucy’s son) 

 Adya  -  may she grow up strong and healthy 

 Rev. Josh R. and sons Henry and Danny  -  healing 
from a serious car accident 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Gail in Florida and Greg in England  -  healing and 
comfort during chemotherapy (friends of Cathe and 
Ian B.) 

 Lemuel H.  -  prayers for peace (Barbara’s father) 

 Kaethe H.  -  COPD worsening (sister-in-law of Bar-
bara) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 Susan W.  -  pancreatic cancer—comfort and peace 

 Linda T.  -  healing (friend of Pat S.) 

 Mary  -  comfort and peace 

 Anna  -  awaiting a transplant (Kathie S’s niece) 

 


