
April 2019 

 

The Messenger 
H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

    A NOTE FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR   

 

I love a good story. Whether it’s a novel, film, or a serial podcast, I often find myself       
absorbed in the lives and experiences of others. Few things feed my soul like a good story. 
And Easter offers us one heck of a story: God’s victory over death through the             
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is a story we all know well, as each year we encounter the 
familiar events and cast of characters:  the women, the empty tomb, mysterious            
messengers, and bewildered disciples.  
 
The story of Jesus’ death and resurrection is the defining narrative for Christians—it is the 
central story that makes us who we are. In his earlier letter to the church in Corinth, Paul 
went even further by calling the church itself, “the body of Christ.” In other words, the 
resurrection is not just a story we tell, it is a story we are! 
 
What does being the body of Christ mean? Well, we spend our life of faith working that 
out, but one thing we affirm in our baptism liturgy is that it begins with our dying and       
rising with Christ. In this way, our individual life stories are woven into Christ’s eternal story.  
 
There is a beautiful Communion song by David Haas called “The Song of the Body of Christ.” The chorus goes, 
  

We come to share our story. We come to break the bread.  
We come to know our rising from the dead. 

 
Sharing our stories is how we bear witness to the resurrecting power of God. It is one of the ways we “build up the body of 
Christ.” (Eph. 4:12.) It is through stories that we connect with our common humanity in ways that offer healing and hope. 
 
The great Maya Angelou wrote, “There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.”  For our own        
well-being of ourselves and our relationships, we need to be able to share our stories faithfully. At the April 9 Presbytery 
Fellowship gathering, we will have a wonderful opportunity to learn more about storytelling from two experts: R. Eric 
Thomas, a playwright, professional storyteller, writer for Elle magazine, and host of The Moth Radio Hour in                 
Philadelphia and D.C.; and Rev. David Norse, the pastor of Maryland Presbyterian Church and recent presenter at TEDx 
in Philadelphia. For more on these two gifted storytellers, check out the presbytery blog at  

https://presnbblog.wordpress.com/2019/03/15/storytelling-at-presbytery-in-april/ 
 
So, what’s your story? How is God resurrecting life in you? What is the story in you begging to be told? I hope all of us 
will take the time during this most holy season to share at least one of the many stories within us. It may be just what 
someone else needs to hear. 
 
Christ’s peace always,  

Dawn 

 

https://presnbblog.wordpress.com/2019/03/15/storytelling-at-presbytery-in-april/
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April 14th 
Palm Sunday 

Worship @ 10:30 AM 
 

April 18th 
Maundy Thursday 

Worship Around the Table @ 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall 
 

April 19th 

Good Friday 
The HPC Sanctuary will be open from dawn to dusk.  Please take the opportunity 

for personal prayer and reflection and to prepare your heart for the joy  
of  Easter morning. 

 Meditations in the Dark: An Interactive Prayer Walk for the Community at 
Hopewell Methodist Church 2 7:30 PM 

 
April 21st 

Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service at Highland Cemetery @ 6:00 AM 

 Community Easter Breakfast at HPC @ 6:45 AM 
Easter Worship at HPC @ 10:30 AM 

 



The Messenger              Page 3 

SHARING OUR STORIES 

Who Am I? 
 

These HPC members have included clues that might help you solve their mystery identities.  See if you can guess, then 
look for the answers in the last pages of this issue. 
 
(1) “Oh Brother” 
 
“If you ever hear me say “Oh Brother,” it might have some extra meaning since I grew up with five of them!  My fam-
ily had two distinctly different ways of relating to God.  Dad was a Presbyterian elder, and we kids all went to church 
with him.  For me that was a solid social and spiritual opportunity, from attending Sunday School to eventually teach-
ing classes myself.  Mom, on the other hand, ‘talked to God on her own time’ along with managing our active family. 
 
When I joined the church as a teen, the minister gave us each a Bible passage.  Mine was Matthew 5:16: ‘Let your light 
so shine before men that they will see your good works and give glory to your Father in Heaven.’  I believe that influ-
enced my choice of career.  At one point I was very distressed when a job I’d just started and valued then ended ab-
ruptly.  But later I found a stable position and remained in it for 9 years, showing that God had a much better plan 
than mine!  I’ve had a few ‘gaps’ in my faith practice, but both times a spiritual hunger drew me back and I embraced 
the church traditions all over again. 
 
What do I like to do?  Nature (flowers, birds, butterflies) and music are my special delights.  The chance to develop my 
musical skill recently has given me joy.  My profession lets me exercise compassion on a regular basis, which is deeply 
satisfying.  And at HPC, when someone invited me to a small group, I mustered my courage and gave it a try.  Every-
one was warmly welcoming, and our time together has been a real source of fun.  One often hears 'Where are we?' 
when one of us gets 'lost' and needs to know what page we're on.  We laugh a lot, especially at ourselves, and I look 
forward to it every week.” 
 
 
(2)  “Second Thoughts on New Jersey” 
 
As a fourth grader riding down the NJ turnpike with the family in our nearly new 1952 Chevrolet, I was not im-
pressed. The smell of the Secaucus trash dumps, smoke and smells from refineries and manufacturing plants, and end-
less lines of cars and people made me wonder why anyone would want to live anywhere but the rural Down East 
which I called home. We were doing a big family road trip to Ashville, NC where my father was to attend a conven-
tion. Ahead of us were the whitewashed stoops of Baltimore’s row houses, Washington, DC, Skyline Drive and my 
Virginia birthplace. There are two well-known colleges in the town where a famous (and short-lived) Civil War general 
lived and taught. When I was born, his home had been converted to a hospital.    
 
Nearly twenty years later, with spouse, college degree and a new job near Princeton NJ, it was time to buy a house. We 
had looked at two houses that met our basic criteria, and I decided to stop at an agency on Palmer Square. The agent 
was busy but she showed me a book with available houses in it. I saw one of interest and drove past it on my way 
home from work. Two days later we looked at it, fell in love with it, and decided to buy it. Forty-six years later we still 
love the place, and New Jersey. 
 
Having grown up in church-oriented families, a logical next step for us was to find a church. Both my spouse and I 
had grown up with the Sunday school, youth group fellowship experience. Both my grandfathers were ministers, and 
my parents were regular church-goers. We seldom discussed religion, but there was always an underlying feeling of 
doing right and not harming others. There was never a question about the existence of a God, a strong guiding force 
in the universe and beyond. The most important thing we can do is remember this, and treat others as we wish to be 
treated. My paternal grandfather was asked to leave the Unitarian church during World War I because of his pacifistic 
views. My mother talked of the railroad hobos coming to their home for handouts.  

 



The Messenger              Page 4 

SHARING OUR STORIES continued  

After doing some searching, we chose a fairly large Presbyterian church nearby (not Hopewell). A neighbor couple 
that we befriended did the same thing. We attended there for a couple of years without getting very involved. Our 
neighbors were still searching for the right church and discovered a smaller church with a great pastor and friendly, 
active congregation: Hopewell Presbyterian. We quickly followed their lead and settled into a new church home.   
 

Many years later, with two grown children out of the house and making their own lives, four grandchildren moving 
toward adulthood, retirement being enjoyed, and many years of great memories behind us, I am glad I overcame my 
first reservations about New Jersey!  
 

 
The Board of Deacons approved a special donation to assist Thor Odland and his family with living expenses.  
 

Thor is a long-time friend of HPC. He and his wife, Kate, lived in Norway for 15 years and started an incredibly  
successful Young Life program in a country where most young people only go to church to complete “the ritual” of 
Confirmation, not to develop a relationship with God. Now that the young life Norway program has been firmly 
established and continues to thrive, the Odlands feel called to move on to a new chapter in their lives. They will soon 
be taking on leadership roles in the Center for Mission Mobilization (CMM).  
 

The CMM is a new kind of outreach which strives to bring the gospel to what they call “Untouched People Groups”, 
those who Christianity has not yet reached. Some do not even have access to the Bible in their own language. The 
CMM sees the church quickly growing in third world countries and yet most of the world’s missionaries are         
American and European, people from very different cultures than those they are attempting to reach.  
 

The CMM staff call themselves mobilizers not missionaries. They strive to reach untouched people groups by          
inspiring people of similar and neighboring cultures to spread the word of God. Christianity is typically new to these 
cultures, and with help and resources from the CMM they become missionaries who may better relate to those who 
do not yet have access to the gospel. Most importantly, the CMM is centered around loving thy neighbor while doing 
mission work, and being in relationship before they teach.  
 

We are happy to be supporting Thor and his family as they take on leadership positions in the CMM. They will be 
moving to Arkansas in the next year to be near the CMM headquarters. Currently they are living with their parents in 
Pennsylvania, collecting donations to support their young family of six, preparing their children for entry into the 
American public-school system, and continuing to discern their new call with the CMM.  

 April 5-7, Women’s Retreat “RESTore” 

 Adult Class 

 April 7 & 14:  "Did evil in the sight of the Lord": What can we learn from Kings and Chronicles? 
Leader: Ian Burrow 

 April 21:  NO REGULAR MORNING PROGRAMS 

 April 28:  Spiritual Practices Leader:  Cathy Peterson 

 Youth Class in April and May:  Faith & Science 

FROM THE DEACONS                             Submitted by Molly Peterson 

NURTURE & GROWTH 
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YOUTH RETREAT AT LONG BEACH ISLAND 
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YOUTH RETREAT AT LONG BEACH ISLAND 
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YOUTH RETREAT AT LONG BEACH ISLAND 
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“Empty Bowls” Dinner to Benefit TASK 
Raising Hunger Awareness One Bowl at a Time 

The Hopewell Borough Council of Churches will host a fundraising “Empty Bowls” dinner to benefit Trenton Area 
Soup Kitchen (TASK) on Saturday, April 27 from 5 pm -7 pm at HPC in Fellowship Hall. 

Hunger and homelessness is often a silent problem.  According to Feeding America, 40 million Americans struggle 
with hunger, the same as the number of people officially living in poverty. 

The fundraising and awareness event will feature a simple supper of soup, bread, and dessert. You may have your 
soup served in handmade ceramic bowls and keep the bowl. Ticket cost: $35 adults, $20 for children 12 and under; 
Free for children 3 and under. Tickets will be available at the door. 

All proceeds from the event will benefit Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK). 

THE CLEAN WATER CREW 

(a group of young people led by Dennis O’Neill) 

NEEDS YOUR HELP 

 They have 3 Goals:  

 Goal #1:  provide clean water to a hill tribe in Thailand   

 To accomplish this, they must raise $12,000.  

 Goal #2:  raise awareness about the need for clean water around the world 

 To accomplish this, they are asking 1,000 people to donate no more than $12. 

 Goal #3:  encourage people to consider their own water consumption 

 As of now, roughly 275 people have donated. 

 If you have already donated your $12, THANK YOU.   

 Now please send this link to at least 3 other people, so they can donate $12 and invite others to do 

the same. 

www.gofundme.com/hope-for-the-hill-tribes 

Upcoming Lenten Services at 7:30 PM 
Soup Supper served at 6:30 PM (all services but 3/6) 

 

4/3  Calvary Baptist    Carol Biondi from Arm in Arm  
4/10  Hopewell United Methodist  Father Mike Walsh 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 

 
Nurture your personal growth and share your gifts.  Add one or more of these to your calendar! 
 
Soul Friends, Tuesday at 4:30 PM, weekly, Conference Room (Contact:  Cathy Peterson) 
Fiber Friends, Tuesday at 12:00 PM, monthly, Conference Room (Contact:  Peggy Sheats) 
Friends & Followers, Wednesday at 9:30 AM, weekly, Conference Room (Contact:  Cathy Peterson) 
Wednesday Bible Study, Wednesday at 1:00 PM, weekly, Conference Room (Contact:  Becky Ludeke) 
Ruth Circle, Wednesday at 7:30 PM, monthly, Choir Room (Contact:  Carlana Sargent) 
Journeymen, Friday at 7:00 AM, weekly, Fellowship Hall (Contact:  Dick Scheetz) 
___________________________________________ 
 
Nurture & Growth, 2nd Sunday of the Month, at 12:00 PM, Cathy’s Office  
Community Engagement & Mission, 1st Monday of the Month, at 6:00 PM, Conference Room  
Facilities & Finance, 2nd Tuesday of the Month, at 7:00 PM, Conference Room 
Worship & Stewardship, 2nd Wednesday of the Month, at 7:00 PM, Sanctuary 
Hospitality & Fellowship, as needed 

               The Jelly Bean Prayer 

Red is for the blood he gave 

Green is for the grass he made 

Yellow is for the sun so bright 

Orange is for the edge of night 

Black is for sins that were made 

White is for the grace he gave 

Purple is for the hour of sorrow 

Pink is for the new tomorrow.  

THANK YOU! 
 

Dear Hopewell Family, 

Thank you so very much for your cards and 
Prayers.  I am doing well, and know your prayers 
helped with my recovery.    
 

In Christ, 

Carol 

ANNUAL TRENTON PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL COLLECTION 

New List!! 

May is now our month to donate. Items are used for bingo prizes, birthday and Christmas gifts, good grooming         
classes, and more.  Here is the list of items most needed. Try dollar, big box and outlet stores. The collection box is in 
Fellowship Hall.  Questions: Call or email Peggy Connolly at 609-933-7057 or njreaders@aol.com. 
 
  *men’s socks    *hats & gloves 
  *activity books (w/o staples)  *pocket tissue packs 
  *stuffed animals (any size)  *playing cards (regular or large) 
 
*toiletries (hotel or next larger size)-toothpaste (about 2 oz), hand lotion, shampoo, conditioner and deodorant 
(regular size) 

DONATION DEADLINE:  June 7th 

 

mailto:njreaders@aol.com
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HOPEWELL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (HPW) 

 

Calling all women!    

Join us for a fun filled day at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse.  

Save the date: Tuesday, May 14th  

See Joe DiPietro's Modern Day Comedy - Over the River and 
Through the Woods 

Price: $58 if 20 people attend (invite your friends) Otherwise $64.50 

Scholarships available.  

Includes: Play and complete dinner  
Sample menu : choice of shrimp, cod, chicken , turkey vegetable kabob, or eggplant rollatini 

Time: 10 am -3:30 pm 

SAVE THE DATE 

AND PLAN TO JOIN THE FUN! 

2019 RUMMAGE SALE 

DONATIONS:  April 28 — May 1            SALE:  May 2 — 4 

It's time once again to go through your            

closets for all that unwanted clutter.  We accept 

clean clothing in good condition, books, jewelry, 

toys, household items and small  appliances in 

good working order.  We do NOT accept shoes, 

plastic cups and bottles with advertising logos, 

magazines, textbooks, encyclopedias, computer 

monitors,  computers, typewriters, mattresses or 

large appliances.  Also, please start saving plastic 

and paper bags.   

DONATIONS may be dropped off at the church beginning Sunday, April 28th after 3:00 pm (no sooner, 

please!) through noon on Wednesday, May 1st.  Please help out the sorters by bringing your clothing, toys and 

household items in separate bags or boxes.  Please note, when you bring in your donations, you will be responsible 

for dropping them off in the area that they will be sold (for example, toys in the toy room).   Volunteers will be there 

to help out those that need it.  Large items may be accepted, but please call Carol Krystek (908-788-8186) for          

approval before bringing them. 

VOLUNTEERS, PLEASE!  Many volunteers are needed to make this sale a success every year. If you can't help 

during the week, please consider coming Sunday afternoon to set up clothes racks and tables, or sign up for Saturday  

afternoon after the sale to be part of the clean-up crew.  During the week we need people to make soups and          

desserts for our hard workers. Come Monday through Wednesday to help sort and arrange donations.  During the 

sale, we need baggers, checkers, and reorganizers -- and of course, shoppers too!  SIGNUP IN FELLOWSHIP 

HALL. 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

We began a unit on The Three 

Little Pigs a few weeks ago.  

We read many different         

versions and noted the              

similarities and differences.  

Our favorite had to be “The 

Big Bad Pig and The Three 

Little Wolves”.  We decorated 

a gingerbread house and used 

it to retell the story many 

times.  We also notice the  

children playing Three Little 

Pigs on the playground where 

the pigs are able to run away 

from the wolf.  Soon we will 

write our own class version of 

the story that the children will         

illustrate.” 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION  

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

4/1 Community Engagement & Mission (6:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
4/2 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
4/3 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
4/4 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
4/5 Journeymen (6:30 AM)  
4/7 *Girl Scouts (5:45 PM) 
4/8 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 Deacons (7:00 PM) 
4/9 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Facilities & Finance (7:00 PM) 
4/10 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 Soup Supper (6:30 PM) 
 Lenten Service (7:30 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
4/11 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
4/12 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 

  
 

4/14 Nurture & Growth (12:00 PM) 
4/16 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Session (7:00 PM) 
4/17 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Pack Meeting (6:00 PM) 
4/18 Maundy Thursday Service (7:00 PM) 
4/19 Journeymen (7:00 AM)  
4/21 Community Easter Breakfast (6:45 AM) 
 Easter Worship (10:30 AM) 
4/23 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
4/24 Friends & Followers (9:30) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 Ruth Circle (7:30 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
4/25 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
4/26 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 
4/27 Empty Bowls Fundraiser (5:00 PM) 
4/28 RUMMAGE SALE WEEK BEGINS 
 

The Community Engagement & Mission Ministry  will be meeting on the first Monday of the month at 6 pm in the 
conference room.  Our next meeting is April 1st . Come join us!  All are welcome.  

 

Tote Bags Needed 

Please bring in tote bags on an ongoing basis for the 
main Hopewell Council of Churches Food Pantry at 
Calvary Baptist Church. Their sturdiness makes them 
much better than grocery paper and plastic bags to 
transport items for clients. Please place them on the 
decorated food pantry cabinet in our Education Wing 
lobby. They will be taken to Calvary.  
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

4/7 Hospitality & Fellowship 

4/14 Journeymen 

4/21 Easter 

4/28 Sherry Gesregan 

COMMUNION 

4/7 
*Stan Krystek / Joanne Tonkin 
Carlana Sargent  / Anne Scheier 

USHERS 
 

4/7 Ian & Cathe Burrow 

4/14 Doug & Linda Robbins 

4/21 TBA 

4/28 J. Hornberger & M. Consoli 

As of March 26, 2019 

ANSWER TO 

“WHO AM I” 
 

1) “Oh Brother” 
is about Sherry 
Gesregan. She 
has been at 
HPC since the 
late 1990s and 
greatly enjoys 
playing in our 
bell choir. 

 

(2) “Second Thoughts on 
New Jersey” is 
about Doug     
Sargent,          
another bell  
ringer. He and 
his wife Carlana 
live between 
Princeton and 
Lawrenceville.  

 

Would you like to tell your story, 
too, and let readers guess who you 
are?  Please contact Martha Camp 
at monsa27@yahoo.com or        
(609) 731-5056 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $     51,679.00  

 Per Capita    $       3,877.00  

 Rental Income    $       6,701.58  

 Building Usage    $       1,045.00  

 Building Fund    $         200.00  

 Flower Donations    $           60.00  

 Youth Ministry    $       1,272.00  

 Womens Retreat    $         200.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       1,175.20  

 From CCP School Payroll   $     12,217.86  

 Reimbursements    $           51.60  

 Energy Credits    $           50.78  

 Banking Interest    $             2.83  

Total Revenue      $     78,532.85  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     14,315.61  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     41,829.05  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     10,970.60  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $         426.66  

  86-88 West Broad St   $       4,195.49  

  Manse    $       3,709.72  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $       4,256.34  

  Mission Trip Expenses  $         500.00  

  Family Promise   $           54.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $       1,359.08  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $         439.86  

 Nurture & Growth    $       4,148.54  

 Church Support    $       1,143.24  

Total Expense      $     87,348.19  

Profit/Loss      $      (8,815.34) 

Account Balances      

 General     $     39,806.87  

 Payroll     $       8,563.35  
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM MARCH 26, 2019 

 Session approved commencing with the replacing of the lower Education Wing windows. 

 Approved the installation of Forever Flex stainless steel chimney liner in only the furnace flue for the manse at a 
cost of $2,250.00. 

 Approved the use of our building by "Hopewell Gives Back" Youth Group to run a Blood Drive on June 18th from 
3-8pm. 

 Nurture & Growth Ministry is holding a "Bowling Event" on April 13--look for details on time at Curtis Lanes and 
join us at Five Guys after that. 

 Session is looking for another member to attend Presbytery meetings with Joanne Hornberger.  The next meeting is 
Tuesday, April 9.  The other dates are May 11, June 11, September 10, October 8 or November 12.  See Joanne if 
interested. 

 Always remember to pray for our Creative Connections Play School children and their families.   
 
 

 

Bible Study 
 

by Ruth Mortensen 
 

Our Bible Study by Mrs. Beth Moore 
Taught us much we never knew before 
About Jesus's apostle, John, of old 
Whose writings and prophesies are worth more than gold. 
 
The church at Ephesus in Asia Minor 
Knew John as pastor which couldn't have been finer. 
Ephesus persevered while others did not 
And received Christ's commendations quite a lot. 
In recognizing false prophets the church endured 
And was successful in spreading His Glorious Word. 
 
In the book of Revelation much was revealed 
About sin and God's Wrath which was very real. 
Satan deceived  and many followed his lead 
Not knowing to recognize their desperate needs 
Needs for God's love, His forgiveness and Wruth 
Which could conquer our sin during adulthood and youth. 
 
The island of Patmos was banishment for John 
Who viewed Ephesus over the sea and beyond. 
John survived and returned to his land 
Where he preached God's love for our fellow man. 
To love God first and our neighbors as well 
Is to follow God's path for His Truth to tell. 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

A lot can happen in a month… 
 
This year we have a late Easter – close to as late as it can possibly be.  As I’ve written in past years, the date of Easter is 
determined by the first occurrence of a full moon after the vernal equinox.  This method for placing Easter on the calen-
dar creates the possibility for a celebration as early as March 21st and as late as April 25th, so this year’s date of April 21st 
is pretty late. 
 
That should mean a greener, warmer Easter, but there are no guarantees regarding Spring weather in New Jersey.  It 
does guarantee, however, that April will hold a set of services with dramatic contrast.  We begin the month with the 5th 
Sunday in Lent.  We will be deep in preparation for the coming events of Christ’s Passion.  This season of reflection and 
quieter moments in service will be dramatically changing, though, with the very next service. 
 
The second Sunday of the month, April 14th, is Palm Sunday.  While still a part of Lent, this day can be misleading if you 
don’t pay close attention.  I remember as a child hearing loud hymns about Christ’s triumphant entrance into Jerusalem 
and waving palms when the pastor told us to.  I have to admit that as a child I did not pick up on the foreshadowing in 
the hymns of Christ’s approaching sacrifice on the cross.   
 
Then comes the most important Sunday in the church year – our Easter celebration of Christ’s resurrection!  Everything 
we do in church in built on that foundation.  Through God’s mercy and Christ’s sacrifice we are forgiven and freed 
from sin.  That’s quite a journey in three weeks.   
 
The music of this season will help us observe these contrasting themes, from deep reflection and contemplation of what 
Jesus endured, through the dramatic events of the last days of his time among us in mortal flesh, to his final triumph 
over death.  The choir will be offering a well-loved anthem on Palm Sunday that talks about all of this, “Come With 
Me”.  A favorite of many of our choir members, it’s a wonderful piece to help us transition from the shouting crowds 
on Palm Sunday to the events of Holy Week.  I hope you find it as inspirational from the pews as the choir does as they 
prepare it.  
 
A favorite hymn… 
 
As with Christmas carols, we have some wonderful hymns that we rarely hear unless we are late in Lent – or in Holy 
Week itself.  One of my favorites that fits this description is “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (#223 in our hym-
nal).  Written by one of the greatest of our hymn writers, Isaac Watts (the author of “Joy to the World” and many oth-
ers), it is set to a beautiful, simple tune and has been a great inspiration to many.  I particularly love the final verse: 
 
    Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
    that were a present far too small; 
    love so amazing, so divine, 
    demands my life, my soul, my all. 
 

Peace,  
      
Charlie Ashton 

 



The Messenger deadline for the May 2019 issue  

is Monday, April 22.  

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for the birth of Abigail Teresa Volpe to Zack 

and Teresa 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Gatsby Midtlyng (2 years old) 

 the work of the PNC 

Intercession 

 Judy C.  -  healing from Pneumonia  

 Julie R.  -  healing (Amy R’s mother-in-law) 

 Mary Claire  -  healing from a hip replacement (Pat S’s sister-
in-law) 

 Frank  -  cancer (friend of Pat S.) 

 Susan  -  healing from a shattered wrist (Martha C’s sister) 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Peg P.  -  for improved health after a series of health  

 challenges 

 Lori H.  -  continued healing and as she seeks additional 
medical advice for recovering from serious head injury 

 Rita I.  - sacral fractures (Barb P’s mother) 

 David R.  -  healing (Doug R’s cousin) 

 Carole W.  -  healing, comfort & peace (Judy C’s friend) 

 Jimmy B.  -  healing from a serious accident 

 Scott  - lung cancer (friend of Stan K.) 

 Clara B.  -  peace and healing 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (Nancy T’s friend) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 


