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H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

NURTURE & GROWTH 

Over the past few weeks, God has provided me with a great deal of time for reflection, most spent in the car traveling 
to and from Molly’s graduation.  Quiet times of remembering and praying, communal times of laughing and telling  
stories, all packaged as a beautiful gift from God.  This is the blessing of celebrating milestones. Yet all such heart          
pondering and sharing is incomplete until I do so with you, my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Nurture and Growth is not only the name of an HPC ministry.  They are the cornerstone of our Spirit-filled, distinctive 
ministry and Molly’s journey offers a beautiful illustration.  Barb Pauley invited me to Bible study when Molly was a 
baby.  Made up of young mothers wrestling with questions of faith, difficult scripture passages, relationships and        
parenting strategies, saying “yes” to Barb’s invitation is a significant milestone in my spiritual development.  (For those 
who wonder if this tale has become about me, let me remind you that the faith of the parent is the most important factor in the faith           
development of the children.)   This group of God-seeking women walked with me and prayed Molly through every challenge 
from bashfulness to learning struggles to homesickness.  They celebrated when she received her Bible, got confirmed, 
became a deacon and graduated from high school.  Molly has come to love these women as they have loved her. 
 
On Molly’s first mission trip she was lucky enough to be placed on a team with Jack Fisher and Gary Mesh, men of 
honor, men of humor, men of God.  Her three successive mission trips provided her with opportunities to serve others 
along-side Todd and Kathie Sutton, Doug and Linda Robbins, Liz Blankstein, Chris and Barb Pauley, Michele and  
Garrett Bostwick, Sandy Ogg, Pat Swartz, Kathy Walker, Barb Holcombe, Linda Mesh, Carol Fisher, Dottie Wichert, 
Nancy Treible, Doug McCleery.  Spending these weeks with adults from HPC has helped Molly deepen and develop 
relationships within our faith family.  It has also helped her come to understand that going on mission trips is not  
something from which one graduates and that it is arrogant to think that we bring Christ to others for he is already 
there.   
 
Molly has also been surrounded by Love on Sunday mornings.  Dick and Linda Scheetz, Scott and Jen Megaffin, Phil 
and Becky Ludeke, Linda Stephan, Bob Blankstein, Bonnie Altieri, Anne Hayton, Laura Morreale, Jane Hostetter, Joyce 
Homan, Martha Camp, Ian and Cathe Burrow, Laddie Franz, Bev Mills, Dick and Nancy Beatty, Charlie Ashton, Renee 
Richardson, Joanne Hornberger, Delia Ardastra, Heidi Cox, Holly Plaag, Ruth Mortensen, Sandy Sherrard, Suzanne 
Holdcraft, Ken Fredeen, Marilyn Licciardello, Amy Locane, Stan and Carol Krystek, Jamie Sapoch.  Some have been 
Sunday school teachers and some have simply watched Molly grow.  All show genuine interest when they catch up with 
her before and after church.   
 
This loving, nurturing community helped prepare Molly for college far away from home in the mountains of West         
Virginia.  Jen Megaffin, her confirmation mentor, made sure there was a care package waiting for her when she arrived.  
Molly was comforted by the monument on campus overlooking the mountains, because it was inscribed with Psalm 
121, Nancy Treible’s favorite.  Molly did not have an easy transition, but cards and prayers from HPC helped sustain 
her.  When she finally got her bearings, one of the few close friends she had made died in a car crash on winter break 
sophomore year.  Christmas Eve, when she carried the weight of that loss to church, she was consoled with hugs from 
many and words of comfort from Kathie and Tim Sutton, who were still feeling the deep pain of the loss of their        
beloved Carlos.   
 
Molly has reaped the benefits of the nurture and growth of this wonderful congregation.  Having served Davis & Elkins 
on the Chapel Planning Board and as RA of the Center for Faith and Public Policy, she has graduated Cum Laude and is 
planning to spend a year serving with the Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program, a mission of PCUSA, where she will 
work with non-profit agencies to serve those in need.   

                                                                         Continued on page 2 
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OUR GRADUATES 

This is the legacy of our nurturing, faith community.  We are a launch pad for young people, sending them to use 
their God-given gifts and shine the light and love of Christ beyond our community in ways we may never know or 
understand.  This sending out is the most beautiful picture of the future of HPC and for me, one that looks a great 
deal like the first century church.   
 
Humbled by gratitude, Cathy   

Go out now into the world in peace. 
Render to no one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. 

Support the weak. 
Help the afflicted. 
Honor all people. 

Love and serve the Lord. 
And may the blessings of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

be with you now and forever 
AMEN 

NURTURE & GROWTH 

Molly Peterson 

Molly graduated from  Davis & Elkins College in West Virginia 

with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Art and Marketing. 

Donny Licciardello 

John D. Licciardello (“Donny”) earned a Master of Arts in International 
Finance this May from Columbia University. He is employed at Iota, an 
internet currency company, managing their charitable projects                 
department.  
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OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES 

Jack Sapoch 

Jack will graduate with honors from Bates College, in Lewiston, 
Maine on Ma7 27th.  He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Politics, with an emphasis on conflict resolution. He spent his  
junior year in Belgrade, Serbia and while there volunteered in 
the refugee camps for those seeking entry from Syrian into the 
EU.  He spent the summer between junior and senior years         
working as an intern at the Center for Peacebuilding in Sanski 
Most, Bosnia and Herzegovina.  An avid hiker and climber, Jack 
led many trips for the Bates Outing Climb through the          
mountains of Maine and New Hampshire.  He hopes to return 
to Serbia in the fall. His parents, especially, are grateful for the 
support, love and prayers offered to Jack through the years and 
for Michael Mills' mentoring of Jack at a tender time. 

Kyle Bennison 
 

Kyle Bennison graduated from the Pennsylvania State 
University on May 6th. Kyle graduated magna cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing 
with a minor in Management Information Systems.  
During his time at Penn State he ran Club Track and 
was a two-time all-American in the hurdles. He was 
also a member of a Penn State Dance Marathon 
(THON) organization, Ayuda, which raises money for 
kids fighting childhood cancer. In his senior year he 
served as President, raising $35,000 and culminating 
the year by being selected as one of 706 dancers to 
stand for 46 hours in a no-sitting, no-sleeping dance 
marathon. 

William Redman 

William graduated with honors from New York University (NYU) on 
May 16th.  He received Bachelors' degrees in physics and                   
mathematics. William was inducted into the national physics honor 
society (Sigma Pi Sigma) as a sophomore and received several research 
grants during his undergraduate studies. William will pursue a            
doctorate in neuroscience at University of California  Santa Barbara in 
the fall. Over the summer, William will travel to Taiwan and enjoy 
time in NJ with friends, family, and his dog. 

 



 Tell us about your graduates!   

If you have not already done so, please submit a picture and bio for 

your graduate to be included in the summer issue of The Messenger.  

The deadline is Sunday June 24.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org  
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OUR GRADUATES 

Sarah Beatty Jacobson 

Sarah graduated in May from Rutgers Business School with a Master 
of Science in the Business of Fashion degree. She was inducted into 
the Beta Gamma Sigma National Honor Society. Sarah looks forward 
to pursuing a career in the fashion industry after spending the summer 
in Florida with Grace and Jake. 

Drew Mangione 

Drew graduated from Princeton Theological Seminary with a Master 

of Divinity.  We are all looking forward to hearing where Drew & 

Claire will end up. 

Juliana Krampf 

Juliana is so happy to graduate from Elizabethtown College in PA 
where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Theatre.  Juliana’s 
theatrical studies included all areas of technical theatre with an           
emphasis on stage managing. While at Etown, she won two Kennedy 
Center ACTF awards for stage managing the following two shows: 
“Spring Awakening” (2016) and “Dead Man’s Cell Phone” (2018).  

 



Can you identify the faces that go with these socks? 
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FAREWELL TO THE MANGIONE FAMILY! 

 



The Messenger              Page 6 

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 

“It’s not about you!” 

 

This is the guiding ‘mantra’ of the Mecklenburg Community Church in Charlotte North Carolina according to its 
founding and Lead Pastor James Emery White.  And this mantra is producing ‘wow’ results.  Planted in 1992,        
Mecklenburg church as become a mega church with 10,000 attenders on any given weekend.  And their focus?          
People who are NOT YET disciples of Jesus.   
 

This approach to ministry has its roots in the whole of Scripture.  In Genesis 12:1-2, Abram (who became Abraham) 

is told by God.  “I will bless you…and…you will be a blessing to others!” Isaiah, in his servant poems, informs 

Israel that they are to be a “light unto the nations” --- people who do not yet know God.  It’s a call to be a mission-

ary people.  A missional community.  One of the best known Scriptures begins, “ . . . For God so love the world . . 

. “   The ‘world’ in John’s usage is the unsaved and un-reached world. The fallen world --- that God loves SO much --- 
that God comes in the person of Jesus to connect the world to God. This is incarnational ministry. Such is our          
ministry! 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer described Jesus as . . . “A Man for others.”   And this describes the church.  Hopewell Church.  

We are to be  . . . a community of people for others --- particularly others who are not-yet-disciples of Jesus. C.S. 

Lewis wrote, “The church is the only institution in the world that exists for people who are not yet its          

members!”  Think on this. 
 

By now, you know where I am going with this article.   Pastor and author, Rick Warren, begins his PURPOSE 

DRIVEN LIFE (which has sold over 28 million copies) with this stark word: “It’s not about you!” 

   And let me add.  “It’s not about me.”   “It’s not about us.”  “It’s not about the Hopewell          

Presbyterian Church and its survival.”  It’s about others . . . and pointedly and specifically . . . others who are 

not yet connected to and following Jesus. 

 

Question. What…where…and who is our ‘mission field’?  It’s the place God has planted us and positioned us ---- to 
engage in ministry/mission and personal and corporate witness.   And it’s always about the other person and persons!  

The Bible talks about ‘lost people’ who truly matter to God.  (See Luke 19:10) Who is a ‘lost person’?  It’s a person 
who does not know Jesus, the love of Jesus, and the power of Jesus that makes for authentic and purposeful living!  
And our world. Our local community . . . is filled with this demographic.  And this group is growing.  This group is 

called the ‘Nones’.  They’re also known as Generation Y and Z. 
 

But know this:  This reality does not get me down or depressed. In fact…I am energized.  Dare I say it? I am militant. 
Committed.  Passionate.  Personal question: Are you? Are the leaders of HPC? The PNC? 
 

What will it take to reach these generations of unreached people?  First, a passionate faith that propels a person to 

share the Gospel as she/he knows it and experiences it.   Second, a commitment to do what is necessary to reach 
the yet-unreached.  Third, training to equip the missionary to be about his/her work in the mission field.  Fourth…a 

commitment of the congregation to allocate and designate the needed money --- to underwrite the missionary         

endeavor.  Fact: What a church spends its money on --- reveals its priorities. And Fifth . . . a Clear Mission and a 

Bold God-given Vision embraced by HPC people that energizes and propels us to give it our ‘all’  in ministry and 
mission to a yet-unreached population.  It can happen!  Yes . . . it can happen! The possibilities are legion.  
 

Note the well-known words of Moses in the Book of Deuteronomy.  “I have set before you life and death,         

blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live.”   

 

Friends and colleagues in mission:  “Let us choose life!”  The future is God’s. The future is ours. Believe it! 
 
George Betz 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM MAY 22, 2018 

 Session commissioned 3 elders: Phil Ludeke, Joanne Hornberger and Chris Pauley to meet with Gregory           
Bleickardt on Sunday morning, June 3 at 9:00 am.  Gregory will be confirmed that same day during worship. 

 Hospitality and Fellowship Ministry is holding a church breakfast on Sunday, June 10 at 9:15 am.   

 The HPW meeting is changed to June 10 at 20 minutes after the service has ended. 

 Session is extending a call to creative writers, anyone interested in creating a Mission WOW Quote--making the 
Mission Statement easily memorize-able please call Lucy to join in with elders. 

 Session approved CCPS grant request for designated giving toward the Creative Connections Play School Schol-
arship Fund. 

 

Important Events for the HPC Family  
 

Celebrate Gregory Bleickardt’s Confirmation on 

Sunday, June 3rd, at 10:30 AM as we welcome him 

into the Body of Christ. 
 

Year-End Breakfast  

Sunday, June 10th, at 9:15 AM 

Special thanks to the Krystek family              

for bringing Snickers to Creative Connections 

Play School for a visit.  It was the highlight of 

our special day! 
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2018 RUMMAGE SALE 

The 2018 HPC Annual Rummage Sale was a huge success again this year!  Thanks to everyone who came out to        
support Hopewell Presbyterian Church's annual rummage sale. A special thanks to members and parents of Boy 
Scout Troop 71 for helping during set-up and take-down. 

Set up was impressive with Carol & Pat using detailed floor plans for each of the seven occupied rooms.  We also had 
two newly donated tents expanding the footprint for outdoor sales to over 900 square feet of sale space. 

Besides the items dropped off by church members and the community large items were picked up from an Estate 
Sale and from members of the Hopewell community that could not deliver items themselves.   

Popular items received this year include:  patio furniture cushions, chairs, sports protective clothing (Lacrosse & 
Hockey), tenting tarps, colored glass items, deviled egg platters, waffle irons, numerous hand tools. 

Compared to the past three years donations were not as plentiful.  Once the sale kicked off we sold some large items 
almost immediately.  Within the first 10 minutes of the sale we sold the two foosball tables to be followed by an        
elliptical machine.  Some of the large dollar items were a Tiffany Necklace ($100), a paddle boat ($250), a stamp             
album ($100), a patio set donated by the Yingling’s ($450), a riding pedal Fire Truck ($150) and a wicker setae ($75).  
The most unusual item in the sale and the item most photographed by bargain hunters was the paddle boat donated 
by Cathy Peterson.  This year the most unique item was an old fashioned horse measuring stick that collapses into a 
walking cane.  A horse’s height is measured from the ground to the top of the horse’s withers and is reported in 
“hands”.  One hand is equal to 4 inches.  This year a large beautiful wood entertainment center was donated and 
could have been sold many times over.  Two stamp albums that were found among the donations by Bev Mills were 
sold for $100 to a co-worker of Stan’s.  

Did you know our rummage sale works to help the earth by being 'green'? Items are repurposed by shoppers. We 
donate in kind items to many local charities. (See list below.)  Leftover plastic bags along with paper and cardboard 
are recycled. Extra shopping and paper grocery bags are given to the Presbyterian Church of Lawrenceville to use in 
their fall flea market. Cardboard jewelry boxes are given to local stores to use. Following the sale, clothing, stuffed 
animals, pocket books and linens are bagged and picked up by A&E clothing who pays us by the pound. This year we 
made $208.60.  All other items are picked up by Vietnam Veterans of America for sale in their stores which keeps 
items out of landfills. 

This year was a great year for the men as we had tools galore. There were painting supplies, a serious collection of 
gardening and landscape tools, electrical tools and supplies, a lot of plumbing tools and plumbing supplies as well as 
general hand tools.   

Many organizations benefited from the Rummage Sale: 

 Seeds to Sew: fabric donation 

 Trenton Rescue Mission--Boy Scout coat collection  

 Hunterdon 4H: Life skills books such as knitting, sewing, cooking  

 Trenton Psychiatric Hospital:  Small toiletries  

 Hopewell Harvest Fair: Jeans, shirts, pantyhose for Weidel Scarecrow Booth. Weidel donates all profits 
to the Hopewell Harvest Fair. 

 Homefront:  Lamps were donated  

 Hopewell Valley Quilter: Fabric and trims to make fidget quilts for dementia patients 

 Support the Girls: A nationwide clothing charity 
 
It is always nice to see how many adult children come back to help with the sale.  This year we had Doug Peterson 
Jess Krystek, Erin Connolly, Heidi Cox, Holly Plaag and her husband, Ernie.  We made over $10,000! 
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2018 RUMMAGE SALE  
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2018 RUMMAGE SALE 
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2018 RUMMAGE SALE  
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RUMMAGE SALE 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The prayer shawl ministry was introduced in our church by Linda Mesh, who had been given a shawl by a stranger, 
a woman who heard Linda shared a diagnosis with her.  Linda was touched and comforted by the large soft shawl, 
and a group formed to knit them.  Many women in our church have participated in knitting and crocheting the 
shawls, and we also have a "shawl angel" in the community who anonymously drops off bags full of lovely shawls. 
 
There is a national prayer shawl movement with a website - www.shawlministry.com - which explains about shawls, 
the prayer which goes into making them, and the meaning they can have for the recipients.  They are produced and 
used by people of all faiths. 
 
Our shawls are stored in a cabinet in the office entry area.  To the left in the cabinet are also "lap robes" - small 
afghans that might be more appropriate for a man or for use on a bed.  Deacons and the pastor often are often the 
ones to deliver them, but ANYONE can take a shawl and give it to somebody they know who needs to be remind-
ed they are wrapped in the arms of God.  There is an orange book in the bottom of the cabinet and we ask that 
people write the name of the recipient so there is no duplication.  Each shawl is in a gift bag and includes a card 
with the attached prayer on it.  Of course the card can be personalized with specific prayers for the recipient.  We 
have quite a few shawls right now and would love to have them taken and used to comfort and encourage! 
 
We deacons have heard lovely stories of people who have been touched by receiving these prayer shawls and lap 
afghans. It is a wonderful way to reach out to friends, family, neighbors, anyone in the community who is in need 
of kindness and comfort. Please feel free to take one and share! 
 

Prayer of Blessing 

By Janet Bristow, Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

May God’s Grace be upon this shawl… 

warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing. 

May this mantle be a safe haven, 

a sacred place of security and well-being… 

sustaining and embracing in good times as well as difficult ones. 

May the one who receives this shawl be cradled in hope,  

kept in joy, graced with peace and wrapped in love. 

Blessed be! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Carlana Sargent for contributing to this article. 

 

http://www.shawlministry.com/
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LIBRARY 

    

 

to the 
 

            

 

LIBRARY TEAM AT WORK 
 
The reorganization of the library is now complete, and over 70 books have been added from generous donations and 
from “finds” at the rummage sale. 
 
Among the new books are: 
 
I Was Just Wondering, described by its well-known Christian author Philip Yancey as “a book of many questions and 

a few answers.” 
 
Home to Holly Springs, the First of the Father Tim novels, by bestselling author Jan Karon 

 
Living Faith by Jimmy Carter, eleven lessons for life from the Bible drawn from his weekly Sunday School classes at 

the Plains Georgia Baptist church and his life of service 
 
The One Year Chronological Bible given in memory of Joan Lewis by her family  

 
The Sermon on the Mount - Inspiring the Moral Imagination, by Dale C. Allison, Princeton Theological Seminary 

professor who taught our Sunday School classes on that subject last fall 
 
The Interpretor’s Bible – a Commentary in Twelve Volumes, given by Dr. John Sheats.  John was given this amazing 

Bible study resource by his father when he completed his doctoral degree, and John used it for personal study 
and preparation of his well-loved Sunday School lessons.  It is now available for all to use. 
 

Come and enjoy our amazing collection! Books are arranged alphabetically by author within categories such as 
“Devotions and Prayer”, “Bible Reference”, “Fiction”, and “Healing”, with tags clearly labeled on the shelves.  There 
is also a card catalog to aid in your search.  Many of the children’s books are displayed in their cozy reading corner on 
the second floor landing.   
      
To take a book home, sign the card in the back of the book and place it in file box on top of the card catalog.  To 
return a book, place it on top of the card catalog.  If you have any books from the library at home, please return them 
when you are finished. 
 
The Library Team (new helpers welcome!) 
Martha Camp                                              Becky Ludeke 
Lesley Galbraith                                          Cathy Peterson 
Jane Hostetter                                              Kay Richards 
Barbara Holcomb                                        Carlana Sargent 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

6/1 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
6/3 Scout Parent Meeting (4:00 PM) 
6/5 Fiber Friends (12:00 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
6/6 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
6/8 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
6/10 *Girl Scout Troop 70155 Dinner & Bridging Ceremony 
6/11 *Central Jersey Modern Quilt Guild 
6/12 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
6/13 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall/Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
6/15 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 *Boy Scout Court of Honor (5:30 PM) 
6/19 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 

6/20 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM)  
6/22 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
6/23 Jennifer & Angel’s Wedding (1:00 PM) 
6/24 Immordino Party (1:00 PM) 
6/26 Session (7:30 PM) 
6/27 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM) 
 Hopewell Hall/Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
6/28 Girl Scout Leader Training (7:00 PM) 
 Hymn Sing & Ice Cream Social (7:00 PM) 
6/29 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
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CLEAN UP DAY 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

6/3 Holcombe & J. Homan 

6/10 Deacons 

6/17 Stephan 

6/24 Plaag, Treible, Cox 

COMMUNION 

6/3 
Doug Robbins 
Linda Robbins 

Renee Richardson 
Doug McCleery 

USHERS 
 

6/3 Yingling Family 

6/10 Scott & Jennifer Megaffin 

6/17 Rice Family 

6/24 Rich & Sue Armington 

As of May 22, 2018 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $   107,092.50  

 Per Capita    $       3,250.03  

 Flower Donations    $       1,350.00  

 Rental Income    $     13,500.00  

 Building Usage    $       1,190.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       2,078.00  

 Small Group Resources   $         150.00  

 From Memorial Funds   $       2,550.00  

 From CCP School Payroll   $     13,129.71  

 Building Projects    $         100.00  

 Mission Trip Funding    $       1,200.00  

 Reimbursements    $         275.38  

 Womens' Retreat Security Deposit  $       1,500.00  

 Banking Interest & Credits   $           32.59  

      

Total Revenue      $   147,398.21  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     51,564.03  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     60,828.49  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     20,629.56  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $       1,447.05  

  86-88 West Broad St   $       6,535.93  

  Manse    $       2,690.69  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $     10,008.41  

  Deacons    

  Mission Trip Deposit   $         500.00  

  Family Promise   $         108.00  

  Boy Scouts Troop 71   $         750.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $       2,147.84  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $         819.31  

 Nurture & Growth    $       5,141.98  

 Church Support    $       2,319.23  

      

Total Expense      $   165,490.52  

      

Profit/Loss      $    (18,092.31) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $     49,584.31  

 Payroll     $     18,709.35  

Hopewell Hall (formerly  
Annie’s Chorus)  

Looking for Singers 
 

Hopewell Hall is recruiting for 2 
or 3 new singers. We are a 9-12 
voice self-directed group that 
sings a cappella (unaccompanied). 
Our repertoire is about 1/3  
American shape note (vigorous 
historical hymns), 1/3 English 
West Gallery (more refined, 
“Baroque folk” church music), 
and a smattering of folk music, 
madrigals, and contemporary pop. 
We meet weekly, and spend        
rehearsal time working on            
musicianship skills as well as  
learning music. This is not your 
usual community chorus! Come 
taste-test the group and see if 
you’d enjoy singing with us.         
Contact Annie at 466-2970 or                               
annginetteanderson@gmail.com  

 

mailto:annginetteanderson@gmail.com
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

A sincere “Thank you!” (again) to all our volunteer musicians… 
 

I know that I just thanked our amazing musicians in my last Messenger article, but they deserve another round of 
thanks.  May 20th was the last offering for this “season” (read “school year”) for both the Bell Choir and the Chancel 
Choir – the bells offered up a beautiful rendition of “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and the choir sang the inspiring Joan 
Pinkston piece, “Sing to the Lord! Alleluia!”  (By the way, Joan Pinkston also composed one of the most moving an-
thems we sing – “I Am Thine, O Lord” – a piece that I love so much that we do it at least once every choir season.) 

 

Now our ringers and singers get the next few months to rest, recharge, and worship in a more relaxed manner.  
Again, when you see them, please let them know individually how much you appreciate their hours of practice and 
dedication to enriching the worship at HPC.  I know that their contributions make an incredible difference for me, a 
music-lover, and I’m sure many of you concur.  

 

Thank you to Ruth Mortensen! 
 

I need to single out Ruth individually for her dedication and tenacity, and the incredible example she is to me – and 
many others.  As many of you know from emails for prayers, and through personal conversations, Ruth has had 
some health challenges over the past couple months and reluctantly cancelled the April bell anthem.  I was concerned 
when she made that choice because I know Ruth well enough to know that she does not cancel a bell piece unless 
there is a serious reason.  It was a great joy to see her back at rehearsal the past few Thursdays, and back in front of 
the bells for the service May 20th.  Her persistence and steadfastness is legendary, and she remains positive and cheer-
ful throughout.  No complaints – no feeling sorry for herself – what a strong example of a faithful, generous leader of 
our HPC family that we can all look up to.   Thank you Ruth! 
 

Hymn Spotlight – “For the Beauty of the Earth”, #37 
 

This hymn inevitably pops in my head as spring turns to summer.  It was written in 1864, exactly one century before I 
was born, by Folliott Sandford Pierpont, and is known with many different tunes around the globe.  Here’s the sec-
ond verse – a beautiful and simple declaration of thanks for God’s creation: 
 

For the wonder of each hour  
     of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,  
     sun and moon and stars of light: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
     this our hymn of grateful praise! 

            Peace,  Charlie Ashton   

SAVE THE DATE! 

Hymn Sing and Ice Cream Social 
Thursday evening, June 28 at HPC 

Bring your family and friends.   
Let Charlie know if you'd like to help with music.   

Stay and enjoy a make-your-own ice cream dessert 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

 

We celebrated the end of the year for 

one of our friends and had WATER 

DAY.  To prepare, we built some 

boats in the classroom out of found 

materials in the art studio.  The next 

day, we arrived in our bathing suits 

and did our best to build a tinfoil riv-

er.  The teachers set out the  tinfoil 

and worked to sculpt the edges.  The 

students helped us shore up the sides 

so that water would not spill out.  We 

used blocks from our Adventure 

Playground to keep the river in place 

and set the hose on medium strength. 

The students enjoyed seeing what 

boats were successful and fixing 

those that were not.  We found that 

the fastest object down the river was 

a single cork.  So much for the six 

cork masterpiece with a pointed bow 

that Miss Liz hot glued together...it 

got stuck! 

We raced boats, blades of grass, 

leaves of varying sizes and single 

corks down the river all morning.   

We were double lucky that Miss     

Carol and Miss Jess brought Snickers 

the mini horse for a visit at the end of 

our special day. 

 



The Messenger deadline for the July/August issue is Sunday,  

Sunday, June 24, 2018.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 The work of the PNC 

Intercession 

 Jerry K.  -  healing from a broken hip 

 Thor and Kate  -  missionaries in Norway 

 Cyndy H.  -  starting chemotherapy 

 Tom F.  -  healing 

 Karen C. -  healing 

 Mark H.  -  undergoing chemo (Judy C’s friend) 

 Betty  -   healing from surgery for cancer 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (friend of Nancy T.) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 Did you guess right? 

 


