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FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 

“I was afraid, so I went off and hid your money in the ground.”  (Matthew 25:15) 
 

It’s a familiar question.  “If you knew you couldn’t fail . . . what would you attempt to do?  What big dream, 

what big vision, what big project, what ambitious endeavor . . . would you pursue?” 
 

An elementary school teacher with 30 years of teaching experience, quits here safe job, and strikes out and starts a cater-
ing business. A 52 year-young successful business executive takes an early retirement, goes back to college to get a 
teaching certificate, and prepares to teach kids at a local vocational school. A small struggling church in Philadelphia 
gets bold, taps into a small endowment . . .  and opens an addiction counseling center for local residents. A small church 
with almost no youth . . . calls a youth pastor to turn things around. 
 

The reality is . . . no endeavor is without risk.  No endeavor is immune from the possibility of failure. 
Try anything . . . and there is the very real possibility that you could fail. Such is . . . life!   
 

A sign that you are getting old is . . . you are becoming more and more ‘risk-averse’.  There is the temptation to play it 
safe.  Traffic in the tried and true.   Maintain the status quo.  Do things the way you’ve always done things. You become 
‘famished by the familiar’. And often . . . remain content to stay ‘stuck’. When you get honest with yourself . . . you 
acknowledge you could be in a ‘rut’.  And the only difference between a rut and a grave . . . is a matter of inches. 
 

I know the reality of the above paragraph.  I am a baby-boomer in denial.  I have a hard time acknowledging that I am a 
senior citizen.  Gee . .  it was only yesterday that I was turning forty!  People were singing to me  
“Lordy, Lordy . . . George is forty!”  Next month . . . I turn 70!  I’ve been on Medicare for almost five years. Ouch!  Where 
did the time go?  And it goes faster and faster. Have you noticed?   
 

Faith is . . . trusting God enough to take risks.  Trying the untried.  Sailing into strange waters you have never sailed. 
Embarking on a journey you’ve never traveled before. Doing a ‘new thing’. Scary stuff! Yes . . . ? Yes! 
 

Someone has suggested that the 180 opposite of faith . . . is fear. A close reading of the Gospels reveals this fact: Jesus 
is tough on people who fear. Play it safe.  Such was the case with the man in the parable of the talents.  He played it 
safe.  And hid his talent/money . . . actually it was his masters talent/money . . . in the ground. And the master came 
down hard on the man who played it safe. Check out Matthew 25:26-30. 
 

Two other servants invested the money entrusted to them . . . and made a profit for their master.  I’ve often wondered.  
What if they had invested in the stock market in 2007?  And you know what happened in 2008! 
How would the master have dealt with them?  My hunch is . . . The master would have commended them for ‘taking a 
shot’ and trying.  And I suggest that the master would have gone as far as giving them some more of his money and 
encouraging them to try again.  Such is the reality of grace . . . 
 

Grace empowers us to live boldly.  Take risks. Pursue big and bold dreams.  Go for the home run --- knowing that in 
going for the home run --- you run the risk of striking out! But you keep swinging anyway! 
 

Questions.  What dream…what vision…what mission do you sense God is calling you to pursue?  Hopewell Presbyteri-
ans:  What dream . . . what vision . . . what ministry . . . what mission --- might God be calling you to pursue.  Where 
might God be calling HPC out of its ‘comfort zone’ ? 
 

And remember the words of hockey great, Wayne Gretsky: “I’ve missed 100% of the shots I didn’t take.” 

 

Right now . . . in your life . . . what ‘shot’ is God calling you to take? 
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   Burning Bushes 
 
    There seemed to be a cause-and-effect relationship between Moses’ willingness to pay attention and God’s   
     willingness to speak.  “When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the     
     bush.” Exodus 3:4 
 

     Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership, Ruth Haley Barton 
 
     Moses turned aside to look when something caught his attention.  Not only did he notice    
     something, he was curious enough to investigate.  Only then did he encounter God.  It was     

as though God wanted to make sure he had Moses’ undivided attention before speaking.  George recently gave a 
sermon on this topic, encouraging us to be on the lookout for burning bushes as we make our way through life.  
What might we see when we pay attention?  What might we discover when we are curious enough to investigate? 
What might God say to us when he has our undivided attention? 
 
We have gone through enough interim periods to know that they are times of reflective responding, not idle waiting.  
We must not put off decision-making and forsake forward momentum “until the new pastor arrives”. We cannot 
stand as sheep in the pasture waiting for a shepherd.  To do so is foolishness, for we already have a Shepherd and he 
speaks to us through our conversations with each other, worship, nature, scripture, songs, neighbors, what we read 
and perhaps – even our meetings.  Burning bushes can be ablaze anywhere. Are we paying attention?  Are we curious 
enough to investigate? 
 
There are enough burning bushes at HPC to be mistaken for a forest fire.  Are you paying attention?  Are you curi-
ous enough to investigate?  What might God be saying to us? 
 
 Over a year ago, a list that was created in 2013 by an adult class made its way into the Community Analysis portion 
of the Mission Study Report.  It came up again a few months ago in a class George was leading.  The list names com-
mon struggles of the people in this area as well as ways we find fulfillment and it is called “The Hurts and Hopes of 
Hopewell”.  The chart was discussed at a session meeting recently and ministry leaders were encouraged to go about 
our work considering how we can engage the community, how might we heal the hurts and encourage the hopes of 
the community.  A shift in thinking has begun.  
 

 HPW decided to donate proceeds of the Pumpkin Palooza and Quilt Show to NAMI Mercer as a way to 
acknowledge that mental illness is prevalent in the surrounding community, we stand against stigma and we want 
to support those who struggle.   

 

 With your input, the Community Engagement & Mission Ministry changed “The Church Has Left the Building” 
to “Sunday of Service”.  Working with the Council of Churches, they are seeking ways to engage the community, 
encouraging their desire to serve others through this project.  CEMM is also seeking to make connections with 
community leaders.  Be sure to read about ways you can help in a few pages.  

 

 The Nurture & Growth Ministry invited NAMI to send a representative to speak about ways we might help be-
yond simply donating money (Join us for that discussion on October 14th). Perhaps you have heard buzz about 
the class on addiction led by Sonia Waters.  This is another community wound that needs our care.  

 
This little “Hurts and Hopes” chart from five years ago has turned out to be a burning bush.  Now that it has caught 
our attention and compelled us to investigate we have discovered ways God is calling us to bloom in the community 
in which we’ve been planted.  
                                                                                                                    Continued on page 3 
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Burning Bushes (continued) 
 
Another burning bush is the very book that brought this metaphor to our attention.  Strengthening the Soul of Your 
Leadership is not merely a self-help book.  For those who have read it and continue to discuss it, the book has be-
come a tool to empower us to seek God more deeply.  There are three copies of the book in the “church office” 
mailbox.  I assure you we have not heard the last of it and listening to what others have learned from it is merely 
scratching the surface of a valuable resource.  
 
If you want to know more about investigating burning bushes, come to the upcoming adult class, Finding God’s 
Will Together.  I am humbled and grateful to be on the journey of discovery with you.   
   
                                                                                                         -Cathy Peterson   
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
 

 
Adult Class in October 

 
Finding God’s Will Together:  At the heart of spiritual journeying is discernment-the capacity to recognize and 
respond to the presence and the activity of God both personally and in community.  Join us as we look to the  
Exodus story to discover the challenges and fruit of discernment.   

 
Youth Class in October 

 
Faith Questions:  Money 

10/7 Are we really supposed to give our money away? 
10/14 Review 

 
Faith Questions:  Understanding the Bible 

10/21  66 Books :  How Can I read the Bible?   
10/28  Four Gospels:  Why do Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John Tell the Story of Jesus in Different Ways?    
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Our first Kids’ Game Night was a smashing success!  Over 45 people from both the church 
and the community came out on the third Friday in September to enjoy games and pizza.  
We hope you will join us at our next event on October 19th from 6:30-8:30 PM. 
 

                                                                                                             - Tiernan Blankstein 
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HPW (Hopewell Presbyterian Women) 

Saturday, October 6th 

10:00 AM -  4:00 PM 

Pumpkin Sale  •  Silent Auction  •  Food  •  Crafts  •  Children’s Activities 

Don’t miss your chance to see Snickers the miniature horse! 

Come out and volunteer!  Join the fun!  Invite your friends!!! 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM SEPTEMBER 18 

 Facilities & Finance is pursuing a line of credit from OceanFirst to help with the renovations that are needed for 
the manse. A strong stewardship message with the congregation is to follow. 

 Sunday Of Service community mission day (November 4th) is in the need of volunteers to lead the various activi-
ties especially the crafts project.  Have ideas?  See Pat Swartz especially if you feel God calling you to lead a group 
of grateful volunteers. Look for our bulletin board for sign-ups after the Pumpkin Palooza. 

 Pumpkin Palooza is on October 7th, get your smile on and volunteer to work and buy your best pumpkin to dec-
orate!  The funds support NAMI! 

 Session is contemplating how HPC members can WREST with REST by promoting a Sabbath month.  Pray for 
us in our deliberations. 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

“The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” 

Proverbs 11:25 
 

From the tithes and offerings given at HPC, eleven percent is allocated to Missions and Outreach expenditures.  
This amounts to over $30,000 donated so far in 2018! The deacons have the honor and privilege of disseminating 
these funds to various local, national and global causes. Often, our attention is drawn to a particular need by a 
member who is involved with the outreach and can provide a personal connection.  For many summers now, HPC 
has supported the Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF) at TCNJ, thanks to the involvement of Charlie Ashton. 
  
Scholars who are admitted to TCNJ's EOF Program come from educationally and economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds, and the goal of the program is to “facilitate student transitions that lead to college readiness, positive 
adjustments, personal development, academic success, and student persistence to graduation.” This preparation 
starts with a 5-week residential program the summer before freshman year.  Students take a few courses and learn 
about college to help get them ready for the experience in the fall.  During this time they have some trips, including 
the Grounds for Sculpture trip that HPC sponsors. They also get continuing support - including scholarship money 
- as they continue towards their degrees. 
  
Please read these thank you cards we received from grateful students whose foundations for a successful college 
career have been bolstered as a result of their intensive preparatory summer experience. What a joy to play some 
small part in equipping these young people to pursue a future filled with opportunity! 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

MUD PIES 
 

We explore our senses during Septem-

ber with dirt, water, flowers and herbs.  

The children LOVED getting dirty and       

making mud pies. 

 

Thank you to Kathie Sutton for           

providing the school with dirt. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Sunday of Service 
November 4, 2018 

9:00  Bagels & Coffee (Calvary Baptist Church) 

9:30   Commissioning Service 

10:00  Work Projects  

  Bag Lunches - TASK 

  Soup Mix Jars - Fisherman’s Mark 

  Wagon Train - Fisherman’s Mark 

  Fleece blankets - Linus Project 

  Nursing Home Visit 

  5K Walk for Clean Water  

  Shoe Patterns - Sole Hope 

5:00  Dinner (United Methodist Church) 

6:00  Worship 

 

* Follow updates as more projects may be added. 

We have been planted in a community which seeks 

to make a difference in the lives of others.  This year 

we are making a concentrated effort to invite the 

community to join us for this Sunday of Service.   

Your help is needed 

 Invite friends and neighbors to participate. 

 Do you have an idea for a project that you 

would like to lead? 

 Do you know of someone who needs help with 

yard work or basic home maintenance? 

 Can you lead the TASK lunch project (involves 

shopping, organizing and making arrangements 

for delivery)? 

If you can help with any of the above, contact Pat 

Swartz  (609-466-1560 or hollows@msn.com)  

HELP WANTED: 

 An individual to represent HPC on the Hopewell Valley Municipal Alliance.  This group is made up of representa-

tives from Hopewell schools, police departments, fire departments, recreational departments, churches, local gov-

ernments and more.  They meet five or six times a year.  Meetings are usually held at the Hopewell Township Mu-

nicipal Building from 7:45-9:00am.  For more information, speak to Cathy Peterson. 

 An individual to speak to local officials to find ways for HPC to support and/or take part in community activities. 

 Volunteers to serve on the Community Engagement Ministry 

Interested in helping? Please speak with a member of the Community Engagement Ministry:  Pat Swartz (Moderator), 

Joanne Tonkin or Doug McCleery 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION  

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

10/1 Community Engagement & Mission (6:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Pack Committee (7:15 PM) 
10/2 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
10/3 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 *Central Jersey Modern Quilt Guild (6:30 PM)
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
10/4 Soup Making (5:00 PM) 
 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
10/5 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
10/6 Pumpkin Palooza 
10/9 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 Facilities and Finance (7:00 PM) 
10/10 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Pack Meeting (6:00 PM) 
 Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
 

10/11 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
10/12 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
10/16 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
10/17 Friends & Followers (9:30) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
10/18 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
10/19 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
 Game Night (6:30 PM) 
10/20 *Quilters Workshop (8:00 AM) 
10/23 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 Session (7:00 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
10/24 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
10/25 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 

Dear Friends, 
 

As many of you know, Jack is in Bosnia.  He left on September 13th to work with a    
non-profit organization, No Name Kitchen (NNK), that provides aid and support to 
refugees and migrants seeking entry to the EU along the Bosnian/Croatian border.  He 
sent us an article at the web address below, which provides in some detail the difficult 
circumstances  facing the young men, women and families who have fled difficult       
situations in their home countries - including Syria and Afghanistan - and are now in a 
virtual holding     pattern with little hope in sight.  Most urgently, winter is coming and 
they are unprepared for the many cold days and months ahead. 
 

http://www.nonamekitchen.org/en/ 
https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/indepth/features/refugees-stranded-bosnia-report-campaign-police-brutality-
180915100740024.html 
 

Some of you have asked if there is anything you can do to support Jack. We are collecting items to send in bulk to 
NNK in late October.   All sizes are needed, but the majority of the migrants and refugees are young men (teens -  
early 30s), with a growing number of women and children.  Key needs include:  Socks, Gloves, Warm scarves, Winter 
Hats, Underwear and Gently used winter coats 
 

A box is on our front porch at 83 West Broad Street, Hopewell.  If you are able, anything you can do will be so greatly 
appreciated.  Please feel free to share this request with others.  Thank you for keeping Jack, his NNK colleagues, and 
the individuals they are seeking to help in your thoughts and prayers.    
 

Jamie and John Sapoch 

10/26 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
10/30 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
10/31 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 

 

http://www.nonamekitchen.org/en/
https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/indepth/features/refugees-stranded-bosnia-report-campaign-police-brutality-180915100740024.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/indepth/features/refugees-stranded-bosnia-report-campaign-police-brutality-180915100740024.html
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

10/7 Hospitality & Fellowship 

10/14 Quinlan 

10/21 Morreale/Hostetter 

10/28 Fondue Coffee Hour 

COMMUNION 

10/7 
Linda Stephan / Martha Camp 

Anne Hayton / Barbara Holcombe 

USHERS 
 

10/7 Lowinn & Mindy Kibbey 

10/14 Suzanne Holdcraft & Sandy 

 Sherrard 

10/21 Todd & Kathie Sutton 

10/28 Doug McCleery /  

 Sean Jackson 

As of September 25, 2018 

Facilities & Finance  
Update 

 
The interim pastor’s contract has been 
approved by the Committee of Ministry, 
with the terms of the contract to end 
December 31, 2018. 
 
Session has approved the establishment 
of a line of credit with Ocean First Bank 
for the Manse renovations.  The kitchen 
and bathroom designs are under review, 
and contractors are submitting estimates.  
Other items in need of updating or repair:  
flooring in the family room, fixtures in 
the downstairs bathroom, appliances for 
the kitchen, pull down attic stairs, front 
exterior storm door, window treatments, 
ceiling light fixtures, electrical corrections, 
rear yard fencing & patio repair, and 
driveway consideration. 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $   195,370.75  

 Per Capita    $       3,250.03  

 Flower Donations    $       1,350.00  

 Rental Income    $     24,300.00  

 Building Usage    $       2,280.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       3,118.00  

 Deacons     $         700.00  
 Sunday School Offerings   $           60.00  
 Small Group Resources   $         150.00  
 From Memorial Funds   $       2,550.00  
 From CCP School Payroll   $     22,345.32  

 Coffee Donations    $         200.00  
 Office Supplies Donation   $         200.00  

 Building Projects    $         150.00  

 Mission Trip Funding    $       3,200.52  

 Reimbursements    $         289.23  
 Womens' Retreat Security Deposit  $       1,500.00  
 Banking Interest & Credits   $           57.35  

Total Revenue      $   261,071.20  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     94,180.28  
 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $   104,987.58  
 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     34,412.57  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $       6,634.48  

  86-88 West Broad St   $     12,200.20  

  Manse    $       5,971.41  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $     21,640.50  

  Deacons    $         700.00  

  Mission Trip Expenses  $       3,200.52  

  Family Promise   $         108.00  

  Advertisement & Promotions  $         255.19  

  Boy Scouts Troop 71   $         750.00  
 Worship & Stewardship   $       6,132.80  
 Hospitality & Fellowship   $       1,530.69  

 Nurture & Growth    $       5,737.46  

 Church Support    $       3,620.56  

Total Expense      $   302,062.24  

      

Profit/Loss      $    (40,991.04) 

Account Balances      

 General     $     35,073.06  

 Payroll     $     10,314.87  
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                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

Come Hear Your Praise Band Playing a Different Repertoire… 
 
You may have assumed that the mature musicians who lead the Praise Team grew up listening to classic rock 
(although at the time it wasn’t yet “classic” – just the latest songs on the radio).  If so, you assumed correctly!  There 
is probably a little dream of being a rock star in everyone who picks up a guitar or sits behind a drum kit.  And now 
the opportunity has arisen for the Praise Team to share some of their favorite classic rock songs with you (with apol-
ogies to the originators of the songs). 
 
This year’s “Pumpkin Palooza & Quilt Show” is happening on Saturday, October 6th from 10 AM to 4 PM, and the 
organizers were kind enough to invite the Praise Team to entertain the crowds sometime around lunch.  At this point, 
whether we play inside or outside is up in the air (literally – our decision depends on the weather forecast), but we’ll 
be loud enough you can just listen for and head towards (or away from, depending on your musical tastes) the racket.  
We can’t wait to share some of the songs that shaped our musical journeys with you – and hope you enjoy our       
efforts! 
 
The Choir is Back! (With the Bell Choir Coming Up Soon!) 
  
It’s great to have the choir back in worship – and rehearsing on Thursday nights!  They started off this season with a 
couple wonderful favorites of mine, “I Will Rejoice” (I know some of you were singing along from your seats), and a 
beautiful setting of “For the Beauty of the Earth” by John Rutter.  An upcoming anthem you should keep an ear out 
for is a classic setting of “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”, most likely on Sunday, October 7th.  (See below for 
more on this piece.)  And on October 21st the Bell Choir is scheduled to offer their first piece of the season!  Mark 
your calendars! 
 
“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 
  
The anthem I mentioned above is also presented in a straight hymn setting in our Presbyterian hymnal: “Glory to 
God”.  You’ll find it as #803 in the hymnal.  Take a moment and read it when you can – it’s a beautiful paraphrase of 
Psalm 23 by one of our faith’s legendary hymn writers, Isaac Watts (1674-1748).  Given how long ago he was actively 
writing, it’s amazing that he has 14 hymns (including the classic: “Joy to the World”) in the current hymnal – his writ-
ing is timeless and speaks to us today. 
 
 As we rehearsed this piece recently, we were struck by the power of his closing lines: 
  There would I find a settled rest, while others go and come; 
   no more a stranger, or a guest, but like a child at home. 
 
What a wonderful way to describe the safety we have when we recognize how much God cares for and loves us!  A 
beautiful version of one of the best-loved Psalms! 
 

Peace,  
 
Charlie Ashton 

 
 

 



The Messenger deadline for the November issue is Sunday,  

October 21, 2018.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Eileen Lihota (Kathie’s mother) 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Nancy Raymond (Sue’s mother) 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Beverly Weidl 

 Volunteers 

 The work of the PNC 
 

Intercession 

 Comfort and Peace for the Sutton Family 

 Comfort and Peace for the Armington Family 

 Comfort and Peace for the Weidl Family 

 Jimmy  -  recovering from kidney transplant (Kathie S’s 
nephew) 

 Stanley and Stan P.  -  healing from a boating accident (Linda 
S’s cousin and his son) 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Nancy W.  -  upcoming surgery (friend of Judy & Mary 
Ann) 

 Kelly B.  -  healing (friend of Judy C.) 

 Emily  -  14 year old with Lymphoma 

 Emma R.  -  healing of pain from a concussion 

 Greg  -  comfort, strength, and peace during a very difficult 
time (Lucy’s friend’s son) 

 Jack  -  heart issues (friend of Lois G.) 

 Mark H.  -  undergoing chemo (Judy C’s friend) 

 Betty  -   healing from surgery for cancer 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (friend of Nancy T.) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 


