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H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

    A NOTE FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR   

“Time may change me, but I can’t trace time.” ~ David Bowie 
 

                                  
 

Yes, these pics are of the same woman. The one on the right was taken just last week and the one on the left was taken on 
Easter Sunday, 2002---the same year I served as a field education student with the Hopewell Presbyterian Church! For 
those of you who remember the brunette on the left, the blonde on the right might seem like a stranger, but I can assure 
you, she is just a more seasoned version of the same person. 
 

It’s a bit unnerving to behold the changes that seventeen years have wrought, not just to my appearance, but to the reali-
ties of my world. The 2-year-old so easily propped on my hip that lovely spring morning is now several inches taller than 
his mother. Back then I didn’t know what a “selfie,” was--and certainly would never have predicted that one day I would 
be taking one with my… phone?! (I mean, really—who dreamed THAT up?) Some changes make me sad, like having to 
wear progressive lenses, but some changes make me happy, like finally being able to get a more fuel-efficient car now that 
I don’t have to schlep teenagers and their gear around in a minivan. Change is a mixed bag. There is grief. There is joy. 
There is bitter. There is sweet. 
 

What is even more remarkable is that, in spite of the empirical evidence, I feel exactly the same on the inside. Most of 
life’s changes have occurred so slowly as to be imperceptible. It is only when I look at old photographs, or step on a scale, 
or read something I wrote decades earlier, that I am reminded that time has changed me, even though I didn’t register the 
change as it was happening.  
 

Congregations, as living bodies, experience change in much the same way. Rituals, programs and structures remain in 
place because they are just a part of “who we are,” until we aren’t that “who” anymore. Life has changed us. The world 
has changed, too. 
 

While an interim season can be a trying time for a congregation, it is also a wonderful opportunity to take stock of the 
changes that have occurred in your life together. To ask questions like: What used to be true, but isn’t anymore? This is who we 
used to be, but who are we now? What can we let go of? What are we ready to begin? What is God’s invitation to us now? 
 

I’m sure over the past two years you have been pondering these very questions and they have informed your mission 
study and interim work. While the PNC continues their search for your next installed pastor, I am happy to be joining 
HPC in these final few months of your interim journey. Even though we have all changed in significant ways, the one 
thing that remains constant is the love we share in Jesus Christ—and for that, we can all be grateful! 
   Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
   God’s love endures forever. (Ps. 136:1) 
 

I trust we will continue to serve God fully and faithfully, whatever else may change! 
 

Yours always in Christ, 
Dawn 
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SHARING OUR STORIES 

Who Am I? 
 

Here’s the next personal profile in this series meant to help us find out more about each other, share our faith stories, 
and connect. Can you guess whose story this is? Check the answer in the back of this issue—and if part of this story 
touches you, be sure to let its author know! 
  

“As a child I was enveloped in church activities. You could say I did the “whole 9 yards”—Sunday School, 
VBS, youth group, hiking to a cross high on the hill at summer camp, and tent revivals with altar calls. My 
earliest memories of Jesus were formed by singing hymns such as “In the Garden” and “Never Alone” with 
my brother and sister while Nana played her pump organ after dinners at her house. God has shown me He’s 
always there, guiding me. For example, when we moved to NJ I’d never been here before and didn’t know 
anyone. I prayed we’d find a community where my family would connect and be happy, and Hopewell was the 
answer to my prayer. 
 
I’ve lived in 6 states as an adult, and being an active church member has always been a priority. A funny thing 
happened the first time my family visited HPC. We arrived at 10:30 for the service, only to find out it had just 
ended on the first Sunday of summer hours! We arrived on time the next week, to see many welcoming faces 
from our neighborhood and school that made the decision to join an easy one. One thing HPC does best is 
making friends of all ages through participation in mission trips, retreats, small group bible studies, and fun 
times like bowling, square dances, bingo, game nights, and fall fairs. 
 
Many teachers have encouraged and influenced me in positive ways. My parents were both teachers as well. If 
I had a pile of money, I’d want to support teachers who spend their own money on classroom supplies and 
covering expenses that would help make their job easier. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” (Matthew 6:21) 
 
My dream job would be as a backup singer for James Taylor on tour. I could just stand in the background, 
sway, and lip sync to his sweet tunes. I love music and am continually blessed by the beautiful music provided 
by our praise band, choir, and bell choir.” 

 

 
Nurture your personal growth and share your gifts.  Add one or more of these to your calendar! 
 
Soul Friends, Tuesday at 4:30 PM, weekly, Conference Room (Contact:  Cathy Peterson) 
Fiber Friends, Tuesday at 12:00 PM, monthly, Conference Room (Contact:  Peggy Sheats) 
Friends & Followers, Wednesday at 9:30 AM, weekly, Conference Room (Contact:  Cathy Peterson) 
Wednesday Bible Study, Wednesday at 1:00 PM, weekly, Conference Room (Contact:  Becky Ludeke) 
Ruth Circle, Wednesday at 7:30 PM, monthly, Choir Room (Contact:  Carlana Sargent) 
Journeymen, Friday at 7:00 AM, weekly, Fellowship Hall (Contact:  Dick Scheetz) 
___________________________________________ 
 
Nurture & Growth, 2nd Sunday of the Month, at 12:00 PM, Cathy’s Office  
Community Engagement & Mission, 1st Monday of the Month, at 6:00 PM, Conference Room  
Facilities & Finance, 2nd Tuesday of the Month, at 7:00 PM, Conference Room 
Worship & Stewardship, 2nd Wednesday of the Month, at 7:00 PM, Sanctuary 
Hospitality & Fellowship, as needed 
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FROM THE DEACONS                             Submitted by Laura Morreale 

The deacons use a portion of our HPC offerings to support local, national and international charities.  One of these 
charities is called Nuru Yake which means “His Light”.  This organization was started by a family from New Jersey.   
The Simpson family currently live in Kenya and work with the youth there in many capacities.  They help teenagers 
in Kenya with their education and teach them about Christianity.  Last year, the deacons were contacted to help         
support their efforts to acquire a van to transport students.  
 

 
 
 

                                        Simpson Family                                                                       New Van 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
High School Graduation 

 

 



HOPEWELL BOROUGH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
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The theme this year is “Empty Bowls”.  The empty bowl can be an image that literally represents hunger.                     
Figuratively it can represent us as vessels waiting to be filled.  Either is an appropriate symbol for Lent.   
 
The week after Easter there will be a special “Empty Bowls” event, one final Super Soup Supper, if you will. The 
proceeds will benefit TASK.  Soups will be provided by local restaurants and special bowls will be provided by local 
potters for purchase.  We believe there is great potential to engage the community in our efforts.  If you are             
interested in helping with planning and execution of this event, please contact Jen Megaffin, Molly Peterson or 
Laurie Bleickardt. 

 

THE CLEAN WATER CREW 

(a group of  young people led by Dennis O’Neill) 

NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 They have 3 Goals:  

 Goal #1:  provide clean water to a hill tribe in Thailand   

 To accomplish this, they must raise $12,000.  

 Goal #2:  raise awareness about the need for clean water around the world 

 To accomplish this, they are asking 1,000 people to donate no more than $12. 

 Goal #3:  encourage people to consider their own water consumption 

 As of now, roughly 275 people have donated. 

 If you have already donated your $12, THANK YOU.   

 Now please send this link to at least 3 other people, so they can donate $12 and invite others to do 

the same. 

www.gofundme.com/hope-for-the-hill-tribes 

Upcoming Lenten Services at 7:30 PM 
Soup Supper served at 6:30 PM (all services but 3/6) 

 
3/6   Hopewell United Methodist  Pastor Dennis O'Neill 
3/13  Hopewell Presbyterian   Pastor Laura Steele 
3/20  St. Alphonsus    Pastor Mike Diggs 
3/27  Second Calvary Baptist   Pastor Dawn Adamy 
4/3  Calvary Baptist    Carol Biondi from Arm in Arm  
4/10  Hopewell United Methodist  Father Mike Walsh 
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

What’s VERY Old is New Again 

 

I remember one lovely, autumn, Sunday afternoon when I was in middle school, a beat-up green Volkswagen showed 
up at our small farm.  Out jumped our new seminary intern with his personal invitation to join the youth group he 
was building from the ground up. I accepted and for the next seven years 15 of us were dedicated to gathering on 
Sunday nights and participating in youth events and youth retreats. Like some of you, I have great memories from my 
years in youth group.  Ironically, very few of them have to do with my faith development.  As I consider others in the 
group, I know of only three that remained affiliated with a church after high school. Those three grew up in families 
that nurtured faith at home, worshipped regularly and were active in the church.   
 

To understand the history of “youth group”, we need to look back to the beginning of the last century, “the golden 
age” of the church, the time when congregational life was the center of activity in the community.  In those days fam-
ilies spent a great deal of time together.  It was not unusual to have three or more generations living under one roof. 
In fact, from the time of the Old Testament to the early 20th century, a child’s faith, family and community were inex-
tricably woven strands in the same fabric of identity. Then came the Baby Boom bringing thousands of new schools 
with age-segregated classrooms and age-appropriate curriculum.  The church wasted no time in making the same 
shift, building education wings with age-segregated classrooms and age-appropriate curriculum. Schools provided 
clubs and sports, churches provided youth groups.   
 

Was all this change bad?  No.  Did it bring about some good?  Of course.  Yet the church always needs to think twice 
before jumping on a cultural bandwagon.  We fooled ourselves into believing that faith formation is somehow similar 
to teaching reading, writing and arithmetic, and that it is something from which one graduates.  The truth is that faith 
formation is a lifelong, ongoing quest to recognize the work of the Holy Spirit in your own life and in the world 
around you.  It is falling in love with God.  It isn’t taught.  It is lived.          
 

It makes me chuckle that the “latest” research and “newest” curriculum is focused on the strength of intergeneration-
al models of faith development.  This was God’s plan from the start.  It was how things were done in the church be-
fore we began reflecting society instead of God.  It is a holy mystery how faith is nurtured by sharing our stories with 
others, no matter the age or the stage of the journey.  As I prepare for the annual youth retreat, I marvel at this group 
ranging from middle school to college.  This is a special group.  They have grown up together.  They enjoy each oth-
er’s company.  They have been nurtured and mentored by the HPC family of faith.  They know their voices are heard 
and their questions will be addressed.  They are learning how to give voice to their faith within the context of rela-
tionships. 
 

Relationships, family, community.  These are not only gifts from God, but tools, avenues for conveying the gospel.  
Thanks be to God they are also the heart and soul of Hopewell Presbyterian.  What a blessing! 
 

I’d like to close with a quote from 
Kenda Creasy Dean’s book, Almost 
Christian.  Take note that there is no 
age differentiation in her description 
of the church. 

“The church’s job is to till the soil, 
prepare the heart, ready the mind, 
still the soul and stay awake so we 
notice where God is on the move 
and follow.  It is in following Jesus 
that we learn to love him; it is in 
participating in the mission of 
God that God decisively changes 
us into disciples.”                                           
                                                        The congregation surrounding newly installed deacons Tim Sutton and Molly                            
                                                                                    Peterson with Laying on of Hands and prayer. 
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GAME NIGHT— February 15, 2019 

 

 

 

WATCH FOR THE SIGN UP! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Women’s Retreat at Long Beach Island 

April 5th to 7th 

“Fun in the Sun” 

Youth Retreat at LBI 

March 8th to 10th  

 

THE NEXT GAME  

NIGHT IS 

FRIDAY, 3/22 

6:30-8:30 PM 

JOIN 

THE 

FUN! 
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HOPEWELL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (HPW) 

 

Calling all women!    

Join us for a fun filled day at  

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse.  
 

Save the date: Tuesday, May 14th  

See Joe DiPietro's Modern Day Comedy - Over the River 
and Through the Woods 

 

Price: $58 if 20 people attend (invite your friends)  

Scholarships available.  

Otherwise $64.50 

 

Includes: Play and complete dinner  

Sample menu : choice of shrimp, cod, chicken , turkey vegetable kabob, or eggplant rollatini 

Time: 10 am -3:30 pm 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

AND PLAN TO JOIN THE FUN! 

2019 RUMMAGE SALE 

DONATIONS:  April 28—May 4 

  SALE:  May 2—4 

It's time once again to go through your 

closets for all that unwanted clutter.  We 

accept clean clothing in good condition, 

books, jewelry, toys, household items and 

small  appliances in good working            

order.  We do NOT accept shoes, plastic 

cups and bottles with advertising logos, 

magazines, textbooks, encyclopedias,       

computer monitors, computers,            

typewriters, mattresses or large                

appliances.  Also, please start saving 

plastic and paper bags.   
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

 

Miss Elsie visited school at the end 

of February to share a story called 

“The Mitten Tree.”  She read the 

story about an older woman who 

watched the children at the bus stop 

each morning.  She noticed one boy 

without mittens so she started a 

knitting project where she made 

mittens for all of the children in 

town.  Miss Elsie explained that she 

loves to knit and she then gifted 

each student with a scarf to take 

home.  The children loved the visit 

and Miss Elsie’s warmth was        

evident to all.  They are proudly 

wearing their scarves each day         

during this cold weather!  Please let 

Liz Blankstein know if you would 

like to be a guest reader at CCPS. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION  

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

3/1 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 
3/3 *Girl Scout Troop 70024 (3:00 PM) 
 *Girl Scout Troop 70021 (5:45 PM)  
3/4 Community Engagement & Mission (6:00 PM) 
3/5 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (5:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
3/6 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
3/7 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
3/8 Journeymen (6:30 AM)  
3/10 Nurture & Growth (12:00 PM) 
3/12 *Hopewell Hall (12:00 PM) 
 Fiber Friends (12:00 PM) 
 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (6:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Facilities & Finance (7:00 PM) 
3/13 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 Soup Supper (6:30 PM) 
 Lenten Service (7:30 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 

  
2019 GOSPEL BRUNCH 

3/14 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
3/15 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 
3/17 *Girl Scout Troop 70021 (5:45 PM) 
3/19 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Ruth Circle (7:30 PM) 
3/20 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
3/21 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
3/22 Journeymen (7:00 AM)  
 Game Night (6:30 PM) 
3/24 *Brownies (4:00 PM) 
3/26 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Session (7:00 PM) 
3/27 Friends & Followers (9:30) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
3/28 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
3/29 Journeymen (7:00 AM) 

The Community Engagement & Mission Ministry  will be meeting on the first Monday of the month at 6 pm in the 
conference room.  Our next meeting is March 4th . Come join us!  All are welcome.  
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

3/3 Hospitality & Fellowship 

3/10 Stephan & F. Homan 

3/17 Rice & Sargent 

3/24 Armington 

3/31 Holdcraft & Sherrard 

COMMUNION 

3/3 
Bev Mills / Pat Swartz 

Sandy Ogg / Nancy Treible 

USHERS 
 

3/3 Rice Family 

3/10 Dick & Linda Scheetz 

3/17 Hornberger & J. Consoli 

3/24 Doug & Carlana Sargent 

3/31 Sean Jackson & Tim Sutton 

As of February 28, 2019 

ANSWER TO 

“WHO AM I” 

This month’s puzzle is about  
Jen Megaffin! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you’d like to do a profile, 
contact Martha Camp at 
monsa27@yahoo.com or 

(609) 731-5056. 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $     36,194.00  

 Per Capita    $       3,768.00  

 Rental Income    $       3,701.58  

 Building Usage    $         320.00  

 Building Fund    $         200.00  

 Charitable Grants    $         915.20  

 From CCP School Payroll   $       8,617.38  

 Reimbursements    $           51.60  

 Energy Credits    $           50.78  

 Banking Interest    $             2.83  

      

Total Revenue      $     53,821.37  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     10,431.63  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     30,797.30  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $       7,565.63  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $           48.06  

  86-88 West Broad St   $       4,195.49  

  Manse    $       3,083.71  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $       4,256.34  

  Mission Trip Expenses  $         500.00  

  Family Promise   $           54.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $       1,325.09  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $         413.78  

 Nurture & Growth    $       1,027.95  

 Church Support    $         744.49  

      

Total Expense      $     64,443.47  

      

Profit/Loss      $    (10,622.10) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $     36,554.51  

 Payroll     $     10,008.95  

THANK YOU!!! 

Special thanks to my HPC family for all of your expressions of concern 
and sympathy during the time after my brother’s accident and his passing.  
I appreciate all of you more than words can express. 
 

       Love, 
       Lucy 

 

mailto:monsa27@yahoo.com
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

And the seasons keep on changing… 

If you’ve been reading my contributions to The Messenger over the years, you know that I value the church calendar.  

The changing seasons help give shape to our worship, and to our exploring of the amazing story of the relationship         

between God and his creation.  As we enter March, we come to the beginning of Lent – this year beginning on  

Wednesday, March 6th.  This day, called Ash Wednesday, moves around from year to year along with Easter.  While the 

goal of this season is well summarized by the Psalm verse, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me”, there are various ways to observe this season.  In my younger years, I was too focused on what happens at 

the end of Lent, with the final events that lead to the cross.  This is obviously extremely important, but some music I’ve 

heard recently has pointed my attention to some other ways to observe a meaningful Lent…the music I refer to was 

offered up in the HPC Sanctuary at this year’s Gospel Brunch…   

The Gospel Brunch…      

This event has been a highlight of my musical year since it started four years ago, and I love playing piano for Bertha 

Morgan.  What a powerful witness to the joy of the Holy Spirit!  Our friend Clarence played drums again, with Chris, 

Ken and Barb adding bass, guitar and percussion.  It was truly a blessing to be part of this and Bertha brought down the 

house, especially with her closing number, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”.  Consider the words of the first verse:   

Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand. 
I am tired, I am weak, I am lone 
Through the storm, through the night 
Lead me on to the light 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home. 

 
One of the themes of Lent is to consider the life of Christ on earth in human form, walking side by side with his friends.  
What a wonderful hymn to use to bring this idea to life.  And later in the program I was struck by the same idea when 
an amazing guest violinist, Leticia Lewis, played the beautiful spiritual, “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”.  Again, here’s a 
verse: 
 
  I want Jesus to walk with me; 
  I want Jesus to walk with me; 
  all along my pilgrim journey, 
  Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
I pray that all of us have a meaningful Lent, and feel closer to Christ, our companion.  Perhaps these simple, but             
powerful songs may be helpful reminders of how close Christ is whenever we need his peace and strength.  They point 
to an abiding Lord and redeemer, but also our friend and helper. 
 
                                                                                                           Peace,  
                                                                                                    Charlie Ashton 

 



The Messenger deadline for the April 2019 issue is Sunday,  

March 24th.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for the birth of Christian Thomas Kiernan to 

Alan & Dominique Kiernan (Jerry’s grandson) 

 Our new Interim Pastor, Dawn Adamy 

 the work of the PNC 

Intercession 

 Susan  -  healing from a shattered wrist (Martha C’s sister) 

 Christian  -  growth & strength (Jerry’s grandson) 

 Tim S.  -  knee surgery 

 Nan H.  -  healing from a knee replacement (Liz’s mom) 

 Carol F.  -  healing from a knee replacement 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 David R.  -  healing (Doug R’s cousin) 

 Carole W.  -  healing, comfort & peace (Judy C’s friend) 

 Jimmy B.  -  healing from a serious accident 

 Scott  - lung cancer (friend of Stan K.) 

 Clara B.  -  peace and healing 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (Nancy T’s friend) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 


