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FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 

Some of you may have noticed. I like to save things. Hold on to things. Meredith will attest . . . Getting her husband to 
throw out anything is a huge and ongoing challenge. My standard response is . . . “There are just some things you just have to 
hold on to!”  Or another . . . “You never know when you might need such and such.”  A friend in Doylestown said of me: “If you 
can’t find it in George’s basement, garage or shed --- in may not exist!” 
 

In 1998, I moved my Mom out of the house she had lived in for 50 years and moved her to the Crane’s Mill Senior 
Community in West Caldwell.  Fifty years of accumulated stuff went out in the trash.  I came across two items I was 
unable to discard: A jar of formaldehyde containing my tonsils that had been removed when I was in first grade that I 
had placed in the basement and had forgotten about them. The second item was an envelope containing the 12 stainless 
steel clips used to suture the incision made for my Mom’s Cesarean Section in order to get me birthed.  And it was not 
an easy birth. My Mom was in labor for 29 hours. My birth weight was 7 pounds 8 ounces. My head weighed 6 
pounds…BIG!  I had never seen those clips before. And as I pulled them out of a dresser drawer, my Mom told me…
again…of the joy and the challenge of getting me birthed into the world. 
 

I took the tonsils and the clips home to Doylestown and showed them to Meredith, Erin and Christian.  Erin thought 
the jar of tonsils was a real ‘hoot’.  So much . . . that she showed them to her friends.  One friend commented, “I’ve never 
met anyone who saved their tonsils.”  Erin’s response: “But you’ve never known anyone like my Dad. He can tend to be little weird.”   
Both of my kids were fascinated with the stainless steel clips . . . as was Meredith.  Those clips . . . told a whole story.  
And I recalled and shared that story. 
 

Five years later, my Mom died.  And as I was going through memorabilia for use in her memorial service, I came across 
the clips and the tonsils.  And Meredith said, “Isn’t it about time to let go of these?”  I thought for a few long moments and 
said, “Yes . . . it is time to discard the tonsils. But the clips . . . no, these have real and important meaning.  They tell an important story.  
They stay.”  And those 12 stainless steel clips remain in a safe place in my chest of drawers. 
 

Reflections . . . 
 

There are many things we need to let go of. Discard. Put out in the trash. Maybe . . . donate to a Rummage Sale. There 
are also practices . . . behaviors . . . ways of doing things . . . ways of thinking --- that need to be tossed. Discarded. 
Thrown out.  Recently, I read a quote by Charles Krauthammer where he said, “Many people do not think . . . They merely 
rearrange their prejudices.”  Question: What needs to be tossed out in your life.  What thing . . . or thought . . . or practice 
needs to be let go?  And know this. Letting go can be painful.  But it can also be cleansing. Liberating.  
 

And then . . . there are those things, thoughts, and practices --- we need to hold on to.  Those things . . . those ways of 
thinking and doing --- that are of great importance.  Those things and values that are the ‘non-negotiables’.  We have to 
name them . . . and . . . hold on to them.  Those reminders of who we are. The blessings we have experienced.  The 
stories and the narratives that have shaped us and made us who we are. 
 

I urge you.  Take time do an inventory. Of things . . . and your life!  Decide what is important.  And decide what has to 
go and what you need to keep. 
 

The tonsils are long gone . . . almost 15 years and counting.  The stainless steel clips remain . . . 69 ½ years and         
counting. 
 

George 
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Almighty God, 

Bountiful is your love! 

Come, let us adore you, 

Despite our lack of faith. 

Envelop us in your love, 

Fill us with your grace and Spirit. 

Give us understanding. 

Hold us in your heart forever. 

Hallelujah!  

 

A Psalm composed by: 

Eric, Laurie, Justin, Gregory and Abigail Bleickardt,  

Joanne Hornberger, Phil and Becky Ludeke, Doug McCleery and Renee Richardson 

NURTURE & GROWTH 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

CE KICK OFF BREAKFAST 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH 

9:15 AM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

“Sabbath keeping is the linchpin of a life lived in sync with the rhythms that God himself built into our world,  
and yet it is the discipline that seems hardest for us to live.  Sabbath keeping honors the body’s need for rest, the spirit’s need for  

replenishment and the soul’s need to delight itself in God for God’s own sake.  It begins with willingness to acknowledge  
the limits of our own humanness and then to take steps to live more graciously within the order of things.”            Ruth Haley Barton 

 
Accept the GIFT of sabbath this summer. 

As you rest your body and relax your mind remember to take pleasure in the Lord. 

 

Exile and Coming Home:  A six-week study exploring the universal experiences of exile and return home through 

reflection on the stories of several Biblical figures and Psalms.  How might these stories and prayers from the He-

brew scriptures deepen our journey? 

 

Tuesday mornings at 9:30, beginning July 17th at the Sutton home (5 Kings Path, Hopewell) 
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SHARE YOUR PICTURES! 

The Ducko family in North Carolina 

As you head off to vacation or enjoy a staycation, please take a picture and email it to lducko@hopewellpres.org.  Our 
September issue of The Messenger will include photos of our members and friends in exotic locations or their own 
backyard. 

HPC POTLUCK PICNIC—JULY 22ND AT 12:30 PM 

JOIN US! 

at the home of  

Todd and Kathie Sutton  

(5 Kings Path, Hopewell) 

July 22nd at 12:30 PM 

for a  

Potluck Picnic & Pool Party 
 

We will supply hot dogs and hamburgers and guests should supply side  
dishes and salads.  Dessert will be provided.  Rain date is July 29th. 

 

mailto:lducko@hopewellpres.org
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HOPEWELL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (HPW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t just pretend to love others.  Really love them.  Hate what is wrong.  Hold tightly to what is good.  Love each other with genuine 
affection, and take delight in honoring each other.  Never by lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 

Romans 12:9-11 

Special thanks to Liz Blankstein, who stepped down as moderator after 5 years of service.  Liz brings great              
enthusiasm to all that she does.  We are grateful for the energy and spirit she brought to her role and, through her 
leadership, to the ministry of HPW.  She has worked tirelessly at the Rummage Sale and coordinating the Pumpkin 
Palooza, our two major fundraisers.  She also established a regular meeting for the dispersal of funds.  The                   
inexhaustible Liz Blankstein is a blessing to this congregation.  

We are very pleased to announce that Linda Stephan has agreed to be the new moderator of HPW.  Let us be           
gracious with our support of her leadership.  Thank you, Linda! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

PUMPKIN PALOOZA 

October 6, 2018 

 

 

 

 

Co-Chairs:  Cathy Peterson, Molly Peterson & Lucy Ducko 

Plans are already underway! 

FUNDS DISBURSED AT THE SPRING MEETING 
 

$3000 for manse Updates     $1000 to Friends in Health in Haiti  
$500 for a memorial gift in honor of Peg Beringer   $500 SAVE-Women’s Crisis Center in Flemington  
$600 to a family in need      $1000 for Interfaith Caregivers of Mercer County   
$3000 to help start the Scholarship Fund for CCPS  $1000 to Watoto in Uganda    
$700 towards three new metal carts for the kitchen  $500 for Charlie’s summer college students  
$1000 for scholarships for HPW events such as plays  $1000 to restart the HPW Pastor’s Fund   
$500 Eradicating River Blindness in two African villages  $300 for more tables for Rummage Sale   
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM JUNE 26, 2018 

 Session has changed the starting time of future meetings to 7:00 pm and limit the time to 2 hours maximum per 

meeting.  The next meeting is schedule for August 28. 

 Cathy Peterson, our Minister of Spiritual Development, gave a presentation on connecting with our community 

via the Hopewell Business Association, Hopewell Valley Municipal Alliance and the Hopewell Valley Arts Coun-

cil.  Session will be working on this outreach in the next few months. 

 Work on creating a shorter, more concise Mission Statement is still in the works. 

 Nuture & Growth Ministry has adopted Tiernan Blankstein's proposal on "Monthly Kids' Night at HPC" start-

ing in September. 

 Doug McCleery is on the road to recovery thanks to God's blessings and your prayers for a successful surgery 

last Thursday. 

 There will be a a Pot Luck Picnic/Pool Party on Sunday, July 22 at 12:30 pm at the Sutton's home.  Raindate is 

the following Sunday. 

 

Memorial Service for Peggy Beringer 
 

8 Longley Court 
Topsham, ME 04086 
June 15, 2018 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
This letter is an invitation from our family to attend a Service of Memory and Hope  
for Peggy Beringer on August 4, 2018, at the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church at  
11:00 AM. 
 
We are overwhelmed by the cards and calls from people all over New Jersey since  
Peggy’s death on June 6th!  The ourpouring of love from so many friends, and the  
assurance of eternal life we have in Jesus Christ has ministered to our hearts in a very  
special way. 
 
Peggy was such a vital part in every congregation we have been a part of for the past  
59 years.  We rejoice in the  wonderful ways she used her gifts in the service of Christ. 
 
If there are those who wish to join us on August 4th, we would be honored by  
your presence. 
 
Yours in Christ’s love, 
Bob Beringer 
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DEACON’S CORNER 

The deacons were happy to take part in hosting the wedding of Jennifer Jayne and Angel Benitto on Saturday, June 
23. As many of you know, we first met Angel and Jennifer when they came to us as guests of Family Promise four 
years ago with their baby girl, Elisabeth. It was a pleasure for the HPC church family to be part of their journey to this 
momentous occasion. We know God will continue to guide and bless this precious family.  

Congratulations, Mr. and Mrs. Benitto! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deacons were pleased to sponsor food, flowers and 
more for the joyous reception. Donations to help offset 
costs are welcome. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

7/4 July 4th Holiday (Church Office Closed) 
7/6 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
7/10 *Sourland Conservancy (8:30 AM) 
7/11 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall/Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
7/13 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
7/17 *Sourland Conservancy (8:30 AM) 
7/18 PNC (7:00 PM) 
7/20 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
7/25 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall/Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
7/27 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
7/31 *Sourland Conservancy (8:30 AM) 

8/1 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM)  
8/3 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
8/6-8/17    *Girl Scout Robotics Class  
8/8 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall/Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
8/10 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
8/15 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM)  
8/17 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
8/22 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall/Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
8/24 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
8/28 Session (7:30 PM) 
8/29 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 Spanda Yoga (7:00 PM) 
8/31 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

7/1 Redman 

7/8 Ardastra 

7/15 Peterson 

7/22 Ludeke/Camp 

7/29 Burrow  

8/5 Session 

8/12 Friends & Followers 

8/19 Tonkin 

8/26 Holdcraft/Sherrard 

COMMUNION 

7/1 
Anne Hayton 
Liz Blankstein 
Chris Pauley 
Barb Pauley 

 
8/5 

Phil Ludeke 
Cathy Peterson 
Liz Blankstein 
Judy Consoli 

USHERS 
 

7/1 Richardson/McCleery  

7/8 Rebecca & Emma Redman 

7/15 Blankstein Family 

7/22 Tim Sutton/Molly Peterson 

7/29 Doug & Carlana Sargent 

8/5 Martha Camp/ 

 Renee Richardson 

8/12 Barbara Holcombe/ 

 Sue Cook 

8/19 Blankstein Family 

8/26 Doug & Linda Robbins 

As of June 29, 2018 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $   132,847.50  

 Per Capita    $       3,250.03  

 Flower Donations    $       1,350.00  

 Rental Income    $     16,200.00  

 Building Usage    $       1,465.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       2,598.00  

 Deacons     $         500.00  

 Small Group Resources   $         150.00  

 From Memorial Funds   $       2,550.00  

 From CCP School Payroll   $     15,397.74  

 Building Projects    $         100.00  

 Mission Trip Funding    $       1,650.00  

 Reimbursements    $         275.38  

 Womens' Retreat Security Deposit  $       1,500.00  

 Banking Interest & Credits   $           55.30  

      

Total Revenue      $   179,888.95  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     64,624.58  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     75,311.06  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     25,272.56  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $       1,881.05  

  86-88 West Broad St   $       7,865.75  

  Manse    $       2,786.91  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $     16,395.23  

  Deacons    $         500.00  

  Mission Trip Expenses  $       1,428.00  

  Family Promise   $         108.00  

  Boy Scouts Troop 71   $         750.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $       2,155.84  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $         936.13  

 Nurture & Growth    $       5,338.98  

 Church Support    $       2,801.34  

      

Total Expense      $   208,155.43  

      

Profit/Loss      $    (28,266.48) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $     45,815.26  

 Payroll     $     12,201.16  
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

HPC Music News 

Summertime! 

For those of us in the education business, the beginning of summer marks a time of a more flexible schedule, some 

time to recharge the batteries, and, perhaps, get caught up on all that remains undone around house and home.  From 

past experience, the accumulated work around my old house and garden more that eats up the time gained by the 

school year ending.  I’m not complaining, just stating a fact. 

For me, summer also means that the EOF program at The College of New Jersey will be starting up soon – it usually 

runs five weeks, starting the first full week after July 4th.  EOF stands for Educational Opportunity Fund, and the 

approximately 100 young people in this year’s cohort are incoming freshmen from lower economic backgrounds who 

will receive an intense, residential program to get them ready for college.  This support continues throughout college 

and the program has a wonderful track record over the past 50 years. 

This is not really “Music News”, but there is an important HPC connection beyond the fact that I’m involved.  

Though the generosity of the Deacons and the Hopewell Presbyterian Women, the students of the program are treat-

ed to an off-campus trip every year.   This year’s plans are not yet finalized, but the past few years they have visited 

the Grounds for Sculpture.  It has been an amazing experience for the kids, and they are always touched that a group 

like HPC has chosen to treat them to an experience that most of them – even those from neighborhoods only 

minutes from the grounds – have never experienced.  Another example of God at work in the lives of those in need 

by the work and intentions of HPC! 

A Hymn for Troubling Times… 

It’s tough to read the news these days – a lot of complex problems without easy answers.  And a lot of good people 

on both sides of these complex issues.  Also, some bad actors that seem to spread hate and make useful compromise 

more difficult to attain. 

One my favorite hymns in the new hymnal – which we just sang together at our Hymn Sing last Thursday – was re-

quested by multiple people as we were planning the event.  It is an emotional call for justice titled: “For Everyone 

Born”, #769.  It does not provide specific answers for our conflicts, but does call that our efforts be based on love.  

Read the whole hymn when you have a chance, but here’s the refrain: 

And God will delight when we are creators of justice 

  and joy, compassion and peace: 

 Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, 

  justice and joy! 

What a wonderful goal – that our actions might “delight” God!  And that we, by the gifts of God, have the potential 

to be “creators” of justice, joy, compassion, and love.  We can’t go too far off-track if we make this our goal in life! 

        

       Peace, 

       Charlie Ashton 

 



The Messenger deadline for the September issue is Sunday,  

August 19, 2018.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Peggy Beringer 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Sue Oelke 

 Thanksgiving for the life of David Dutch 

 The work of the PNC 

Intercession 

 Doug M.  -  healing from surgery 

 Sarah A.  -  going through a tough time 

 Jack  -  heart issues (friend of Lois G.) 

 Comfort & Peace for the Beringer family 

 Comfort & Peace for the Oelke family 

 Comfort & Peace for the Dutch family 
 

 
 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 

 Jerry K.  -  healing from a broken hip 

 Thor and Kate  -  missionaries in Norway 

 Cyndy H.  -  starting chemotherapy 

 Tom F.  -  healing 

 Karen C. -  healing 

 Mark H.  -  undergoing chemo (Judy C’s friend) 

 Betty  -   healing from surgery for cancer 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (friend of Nancy T.) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 


