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H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 

It was a typical grocery shopping trip to the local GIANT in Doylestown . . . and I was at the 15 items-or- less        
check-out.  I was third in line. A woman with a baby was two-ahead of me and the cashier was ringing her up.  She 
placed her credit card in the slot.  The cashier told her that her credit card was declined.  She took out a second card…
and it too was declined.  She tried a third card…and it was declined.  The cashier told her she could pay with cash.  She 
looked in her wallet and discovered she did not have the cash to cover the purchase.  By this time…the line behind me 
was growing and things are getting a little tense as well as embarrassing for the woman.  The guy in front of me went to 
the rescue.  He pulled out his credit card. Puts it in the credit card slot and makes the payment.  The woman thanks the 
man profusely and leaves with her baby. Everybody felt better. 
 

Shy guy that I am…I said to the man, “That was such a kind gesture.  I’m interested. Tell me what motivated you to do such a kind 

deed?”  Without any hesitation he responded.  “This is what we do in my church. It’s a way of telling people…’I 

care and God cares’ “.  I pressed him further.  “And what congregation are you with?”   (I was hoping it was a Presbyterian 

church.  No…not really.) He responded.  “I go to the Calvary Church up in Souderton.  It’s a great church.  Are 

you a Christian?”     

 

I told him I was.  And he responded, “And where do you go to church?”  I told him. (I didn’t tell him I am a           

preacher.)  And his final response was, “That’s great.  Everybody needs a church.  Everybody needs to know       

Jesus.”  At this point his groceries were rung up and paid for and his paper bag was in his cart.  And off he went.   
 

The message I re-affirmed that afternoon in the GIANT store is: As disciples…we are on duty and call --- 24/7.  You 
never know when you will have the opportunity to render an act of kindness.  And…you never know when you will 
have an opportunity to share your faith.  Opportunities abound to witness.  
 

Reflecting back on that day last October . . . I will suggest that the man in front of me could well have been a Hopewell 
Presbyterian Saint!   And why . . . ?  I have come to know in my 13 months with HPC people --- that this is the way 

YOU do business!  Keep up the good work.  And don’t forget to put in a good word for Jesus!  People are listening. 

And . . . people are open and ready to listen to . . . and respond . . . to a work and word of Good News! 
 

George 

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY HOAGIE SALE 

February 4th during Coffee Hour 

$8.50 each 

Includes a delicious hoagie (Italian or Turkey) and your choice of  chips and a beverage 

Place your order 1 of  3 ways BY FEBRUARY 1st: 

Sign up on the sheet in Fellowship Hall, call the church office, or email cpeterson@hopewellpres.org   
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

Feasting on Prayer 

 

“Hopewell Presbyterian is a praying church.”  This is a statement repeated often, and for good reason.  Like so many, 
I have experienced the comfort and healing of being in the soul-care of our praying congregation.  Our worship 
would not be the same without Prayers of the People.  The deacons diligently invite us to sign prayer cards.  Every 
bulletin includes a prayer list and many members and friends are linked to our prayer chain.  Meetings and small 
group gatherings include prayer and occasionally we hold prayer services for wholeness and healing.  Most of the 
above involve intercessory prayers, approaching God on behalf of another who is in need. These practices are           
wonderful, external expressions of prayer.  However, I believe they only bring us to the threshold of being a praying 
church.   
 

This Lenten season I invite you to go deeper.  Consider the contents, the frequency and the heart of your personal 
prayer life.  Consider whether your prayers sound like a to-do list for God.  Consider whether there is balance        
between petition and thanksgiving.  Consider how much time and space you allow for simply listening for God.  
Consider what tasks and activities get priority over time spent with God. Examine all these things and then consider 
the following passage: 
  
 “Here’s what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before God. Just be there as simply and 
honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace.   
         Matthew 6:6 (MSG) 
 

Frame your days with prayer.  Greet the morning with the welcome of prayer, giving thanks for the gift of new         
beginnings.  In the evening gather the fragments of your day, asking God to heal any wounds you may have given or 
received and giving thanks for that which brought you joy.  It is not about the words you say.  It’s about opening 
your heart to God.    
 

The forty days of Lent remind us of the forty days before Jesus began his ministry.  He took nothing but the clothes 
on his back and walked into the wilderness to “just be there as simply and honestly as he could manage”. There was nothing 
to distract him from seeking the presence of God.  This is the most elemental form of prayer.  With this whole-
hearted devotion, he was prepared to face and overcome temptations and go on to be the light in the darkness, bring 
hope to the disheartened, heal the afflicted and reveal the grace of God.   

Deeper Still… 

 
February 4th and 11th  
9:15 in the Lounge 
Discernment:  The Nudging of the Holy Spirit 
Leader: Ruth Workman 
 
February 18th 
9:15 in Fellowship Hall  
Church Family Breakfast: Prayer in Scripture 
 
February 25th-March 18th 
9:15 in Fellowship Hall 
Prayer Practices: Expressing Your Devotion 
 
March 25th 
9:15 in Fellowship Hall 
Prayer Stations: Reflecting as a Community  

Thou who created the world with a word, 
hear me: 

when I am hungering 
for a language I have not found, 

when I am thirsting 
for phrases to be born, 

when the words I have heard 
turn to ash in my ear 

and what I have uttered 
becomes dust in my mouth, 

quiet me to hear you 
speaking the words 

that will create the world again. 
 

 

Jan L. Richardson 
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2017 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
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COUNCIL OF CHURCHES LENTEN SCHEDULES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR” 
HOPEWELL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

Community Lenten Services 
 

February 14th @ 7:30 Ash Wednesday Service 
    Hopewell United Methodist Church   Pastor George Betz preaching 

 

All following services soup supper @ 6:30, Worship @ 7:30  
 

February 21st  Hopewell Presbyterian Church   Pastor Mike Walsh preaching 
 

February 28th    Calvary Baptist Church      Pastor Mike Diggs preaching 
 

March 7th   St. Alphonsus Catholic Church   Pastor Dennis O’Neil preaching 
 

March 14th   Second Calvary Baptist Church   Pastor Kate Hillis preaching 
 

March 21st    Hopewell Presbyterian Church    Taize Service 
 

HOLY WEEK 
 

March 25th  Palm Sunday Worship at Hopewell Presbyterian Church  @ 10:30 AM 
 

March 29th   Maundy Thursday Worship Around the Table    @ 7:00 PM  
              at Hopewell Presbyterian Church    
 

March 30th  Good Friday  -  The HPC Sanctuary will be open from dawn to dusk.  Please take the opportunity for 
   personal prayer and reflection and to prepare your heart for the joy of Easter morning. 

 

April 1st  Easter Sunrise Service at Highland Cemetery   @ 6:00 AM 
    Community Easter Breakfast at Hopewell Presbyterian Church @ 6:45 AM 
    Easter Worship at Hopewell Presbyterian Church   @ 10:30 AM 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER 

Tuesday, February 13th 

Serving runs from 5:30 to 7:00  

Dinner is free.  Donations benefit the HPC youth fund. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

TRENTON PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL COLLECTION 

New Month! New List!! 

February is now our month to donate.  Items are used for bingo prizes, birthday and Christmas gifts, good grooming 

classes, and more.  Here is the list of items most needed. Try dollar, big box and outlet stores. The Collection box is 

in Fellowship Hall.  Questions: Call or email Peggy Connolly at 609-933-7057 or njreaders@aol.com. 

 men’s socks     

 hats & gloves 

 activity books (w/o staples)  

 pocket tissue packs 

 stuffed animals (any size)  

 playing cards (regular or large) 

 toiletries (hotel or next larger size)-toothpaste (about 2 oz), hand lotion, shampoo, conditioner and     

deodorant (regular size) 

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.  
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events  -  Sunday   *  shows Community Event 
Sundays                                                                                         
Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 
2/1 *Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Bible Study (7:30 PM) 
2/2 Josie Blankstein Birthday Party (5:30 PM)  
2/6 * Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
2/7 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 *Central Jersey Modern Quilt Guild (7:00 PM) 
 Ruth Circle (7:30 PM) 
2/8 *Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
2/11 *Family Promise Arrives 
 Annual Meeting Pot Luck Lunch (11:30 AM) 
2/13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (5:30 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Committee (7:00 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Facilities & Finance (7:00 PM) 
2/14 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
 

2/15 *Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
2/20 Fiber Friends (12:00 PM) 
 Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
2/21 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Lenten Soup Supper (6:30 PM) 
 *Community Lenten Service (7:30 PM) 
2/22 *Flying Club (10:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Den Meeting (7:00 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
2/24 *Gospel Brunch (11:00 AM) 
2/25 *Daisy Meeting (4:00 PM) 
2/27 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Session (7:30 PM) 
2/28 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Pack Meeting (6:00 PM) 
 *Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 

 

mailto:njreaders@aol.com
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION  

Dear Members of Hopewell Presbyterian Church, 
 

On behalf of the Board, staff, and guests of Family 
Promise of Hunterdon County, I would like to thank 
you for once again supporting our families.  I don’t 
think I can say enough how grateful we are for your 
overwhelming generosity.  And as if that wasn’t 
enough, you even took the time to make sure that all of 
the gifts were beautifully wrapped.  That just shows 
that you are not only generous, but extremely thought-
ful as well. 
 

Because of your kindness and compassion towards 
those in need, these families were able to have a won-
derful holiday.  They are all so grateful to know that 
someone cared enough to think of them during this 
busy season. 
 

Wishing you a al a very happy and healthy New Year! 
 

Thank you again. 
 

Sincerely, 
Donna Michelsen 

Dear Friends at Hopewell Presbyterian Church, 
 

Your generosity and kindness made our holiday so 
wonderful.  I was overjoyed with knowing how much 
thought and care went into helping our family.  Please 
know you have made such a difference for me and my 
girls.  We appreciate your gifts and thoughtfulness 
more than you know.  Thank you so much for being so 
kind.  May you all have an amazing new year! 
 

Linda  

Dear Friends at Hopewell Presbyterian, 
 

Thank you very much for your generous Christmas 
gifts.  Because of your love and generosity, we had a 
wonderful Christmas this year.  The boys loved their 
new NFL gear. 
 

Thank you again for making our Christmas warmer and 
special.  We hope that your was filled with a lot of love 
and blessings a ours was. 
 
With love and gratitude, 
Ariadna, Nashawn, Juelz and Javier 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 

DAY OF SERVICE 

Scouts and event organizers, Gavin Fowler, Sarah       
Cleveland, and Sam Fowler (pictured below) would like to 
thank HPC for making Fellowship Hall available for this 

wonderful morning of service. 

 

Fifty volunteers spent three hours rotating between five 
activity stations: making 266 bags of chocolate chip        
cookies for TASK, fourteen fleece blankets for The       
Rescue Mission of Trenton, and 420 seed bombs for the 
Sourland Conservancy. For Seeds to Sew, the group       
organized 830 bags sewn by women in Kenya and            
decorated over 300 gift bags. In addition to working at the 
stations, volunteers also donated $85, over 80 pounds of 
canned goods for Mercer Street Friends and 100 warm 
winter coats for the Rescue Mission of Trenton. 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY 23, 2018 

 Reports were given by Elders who attended Equipping the Saints "Gathering at the River" on Saturday, 1/20 at 
Princeton Seminary. 

 

 Welcome to our new Elders: Stan Krystek, Phil Ludeke and Todd Sutton and many thanks to Class of 2017        
Elders who have just completed terms:  Bonnie Altieri, Sandy Sherrard and Linda Stephan. 

 

 We ended the year 2017 in financially great shape 
 

 See you at the Annual Congregation Meeting on Sunday, February 11 after service at the potluck luncheon in  
Fellowship Hall. 

For the second year in a row, eleven percent of the church’s overall budget for 2018 will be designated for the      
Deacons Ministry. A small portion of these funds are spent to care for members and friends of HPC ranging from 
new babies to confirmands to college students as well as funeral receptions and grief support, new member care and 
flowers, and more! This may seem like a lot of member care activity, but funds spent on these ministries represent 
only about 5% of our annual Deacons Ministry budget for 2017! The other 95% was allocated for local, national and 
global mission and outreach.  Deacons are passionate about caring for churchgoers who enter our doors, and we are 
passionate about extending a generous hand to the world outside our doors as well! We know this reflects the            
missional heart of our congregation, and we are so privileged to play an active part in carefully and prayerfully           
distributing the funds that have been cheerfully given. 
 
We are pleased to announce that the grand total the Deacon Ministry has distributed to local, national, and global  
mission and outreach on behalf of the HPC congregation in the last five years (2013-2017) is. . . drumroll please: 
$183,262!  
 
Recipients of these funds range from Family Promise, Little Haven and TASK to The Church Has Left the Building, 
our annual mission trip, and Centurion Ministries, to disaster relief through the Presbytery Shared Mission, Friends 
for Health in Haiti and Samaritan’s Purse. Check out the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to learn more about these 
and other ministries and read the numerous thank you notes, cards and letters received each month from ministries 
and individuals who gratefully receive these donations. Thanks for giving! 
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited 

me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’”  
Matthew 25:35-36 

DEACON’S CORNER 

ANNUAL MEETING AND POT LUCK LUNCH 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH—FOLLOWING WORSHIP 
 

LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH 
A-F dessert 

G-P main dish 
Q-Z side dish or salad 
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COUNCIL OF CHURCHES COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

Living Nativity 

SOURLAND CONSERVANCY & STOUTSBURG CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

Invite you to attend the 3RD ANNUAL GOSPEL BRUNCH 

Saturday, February 24, 2018  

11:00 AM—2:00 PM 

 
Space is limited! 

Buy your tickets at http://www.ssaamuseum.org/BrunchTicketSales.html 
Tickets may not be available at the door.   

Adults:  $35; children 8-12:  $20; under 7:  free 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

2/4 Hospitality & Fellowship 

2/11 Pot Luck Lunch 

2/18 Jackson 

2/25 Gibbings 

COMMUNION 

2/4 
*Tim Sutton 

Kathie Sutton 
Ian Burrow 

Cathe Burrow 

USHERS 
 

2/4  Lowinn & Mindy Kibbey 

2/11 Sandy Ogg &  

 Phil Ludeke 

2/18 Anne Hayton &  

 Ruth Mortensen 

2/25 Todd & Kathie Sutton 

As of January 22, 2018 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $     13,495.00  

 Per Capita    $         685.42  

 Flower Donations    $         300.00  

 Rental Income    $       2,700.00  

 Building Usage    

 Small Group Resources   $         135.00  

 From CCP School Payroll   

      

Total Revenue      $     17,315.42  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $       8,886.98  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     10,935.62  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $       3,302.30  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $           23.94  

  86-88 West Broad St   $         566.24  

  Manse    $         441.40  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  

  Deacons    

  Family Promise   $           54.00  

  Boy Scouts Troop 71   $         750.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $         200.00  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $         111.65  

 Nurture & Growth    $         237.44  

 Church Support    $         239.73  

      

Total Expense      $     25,749.30  

      

Profit/Loss      $      (8,433.88) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $     68,433.47  

 Payroll     $       9,295.65  

PER CAPITA 
FOR 2018 

$33.21 PER MEMBER 
 

Please prayerfully consider 
contributing your portion  

today! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

2018 RUMMAGE SALE 

DONATIONS:  April 29—May 2 

SALE:  May 3—5 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

February – and a change of season… 
  

Are all your Christmas decorations back in boxes and away?  I have some friends who are cleaned up and back to 
normal not long after the presents are unwrapped, while others like to extend the season as long as possible.  Add to 
that procrastination and the flexibility of artificial trees and greens, and some of us – some years, at least – will still 
have some Christmas items out long into the New Year.  Nothing wrong with that, of course, especially considering 
that they are a celebration of Christ’s birth – and why rush to end that celebration! 
  

However, there are other aspects of Christ that we need to turn or hearts and minds towards – and the church      
calendar helps remind us.  Officially, the season of Christmas takes up twelve days of the liturgical calendar that we 
Presbyterians follow, just like the song, meaning that the last day of the Christmas season is always January 5th.  The 
very next day, January 6th, we remember the gifts of the wise men with the feast of Epiphany.  Then it gets more 
complicated…. 
  

In past years I’ve written about the complicated rule that fixes the date for Easter every year – it involves the           
astronomical events of the vernal equinox and the occurrence of the full moon – but this year let’s jump to the result:  
Easter will be celebrated on April 1st, 2018.  Count back six Sundays, and the Wednesday before that is “Ash 
Wednesday”, the official starting point of the season of Lent.  This year that falls on Wednesday, February 14th.  
That’s right, this year Easter is on April Fools’ Day and Ash Wednesday is on St. Valentine’s Day!  Kind of strange, 
but helpful for remembering them. 
  

So midway through the month, tradition is that we turn our thoughts to the events leading up to Easter and we       
prepare our hearts to truly accept God’s gift of grace.  Mark your calendars with all the special events coming up,  
especially the Pancake Supper, here at HPC, on Shrove Tuesday (also known as “Fat Tuesday” and by many other 
names), February 13th to load up on delicious pancakes before Lent begins.  And plan to attend the special            
Wednesday night Hopewell Council of Churches services (see the list in this Messenger for details).  We can more 
celebrate Easter with greater joy if we observe Lent deliberately and prayerfully. 
 

Hymnal Spotlight: what does one sing in Lent? 
  

This is an interesting time of year for service planning.  A traditional scripture used to kick off Lent – with many        
related musical settings – is Psalm 51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”  
The choir will be singing a classic arrangement of this verse on the first Sunday in Lent, February 18th.   So we need 
to be contemplative and look inward. 
  

On the other hand, the traditional forty days of Lent does not include Sundays!  If you count all the “non-Sundays” 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter you get the historically important number of 40, related to Jesus’s forty days in 
the wilderness (and other events in the bible).  We do not pretend that Easter did not happen just because we are in 
Lent, and Sundays are still set aside to lift up joyful praise to God.  So we will be doing both – praising and reflecting.   
  

Our previous hymnal (the “blue hymnal”) had a section of hymns labeled as especially appropriate for Lent.  The 
current hymnal does not – but does group a set of hymns together under the heading of “JESUS CHRIST: LIFE”.  
In this section, #157 to #195, you can find many beautiful texts to help you focus on Jesus’ life and the events          
leading up to his sacrifice.  I encourage you to take some time with these songs to help you experience a more           
inspiring Lent. 
 

Mark your calendars for a special, once-a-year event! 
 

Once again, HPC will be the location for a very special, once-a-year event – the 3rd Annual Gospel Brunch to benefit 
the Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum (ssaamuseum.org).  I guarantee that you will be uplifted and  
inspired – and well fed – at this event, and you will be supporting a wonderful cause.  See flyer in Fellowship Hall and 
the info included in this Messenger for more information. 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

 

Happy January!  CCPS was blessed to 
receive some new materials this month.  
Peggy Connolly received an early       
donation towards the Rummage Sale 
and asked if we could use some trains 
and train accessories for our school.  
The answer was an emphatic YES and 
she even had a tool bench that pairs 
well with another table in our dramatic 
play area.  Nancy Beatty was thinking of 
our school when she was cleaning out 
some books about sea shells.  She         
donated several books and some          
beautiful shells (we call these loose 
parts) from Florida.  This prompted us 
to finally break out the sand table we 
bought last Spring as a provocation.  
We spent time playing with shells in the 
sand, sketching shells and designing 
elaborate train tracks over the last two 
weeks.   
 
If you have any “loose parts” at home 
that you think the students would like 
to play with, please let us know. 

 



The Messenger deadline for the March issue is Sunday,  

Sunday, February 25, 2017.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Elders and Deacons 

 Katia  -  Thanksgiving for successful surgery (friend of 
Cathe & Ian Burrow) 

 
Intercession 

 Karen C.  — surgery on 2/2  

 Jean M.  -  89 years old—hospitalized for an ongoing         
infection (Dan C’s mother-in-law) 

 Betty  -   healing from cancer surgery 

 Dennis S.  -  continued healing from surgery 

 Bob P.  -  healing 
 

 
 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Milo L.  -  healing (Linda S’s great-nephew) 

 Katia  -  continued healing (friend of Cathe & Ian)  

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (friend of Nan-
cy T.) 

 Kevin L.  -  healing (Cathy P’s nephew) 

 Geri  -  breast cancer  

 Mina  -  healing from brain surgery to remove a 
tumor (3 years old) 

 Charlie V.  -  healing (Judy C’s friend) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 Susan W.  -  pancreatic cancer—comfort and peace 

 Debbie R.  -  continued comfort and strength as she 
continues rehabilitation at St. Lawrence Rehab 
(Betsy ’s friend) 

 


