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H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 

Having just purchased some plumbing supplies at the Flemington Home Depot, I decided to stop in a nearby          
restaurant for lunch.  As I was eating my Caesar salad, a family of five entered the restaurant and sat at table close to 
mine.  Upon sitting down, every person took out a cell phone and proceeded to do ‘cell phone business’.  I couldn’t see 
whether they were texting or playing games or . . . 
  

A server came to take the food orders. Each person put her/his phone down to order…and…after giving the food 
order --- resumed activity on her/his cell phone.   The only conversation was between ‘orderer’ and server.  A few 
minutes later, the food was served. People began to eat. And still --- no conversation.  As soon as the food was         
consumed by each person . . . you guessed it --- cell phones were picked up and phone activity was resumed.  I paid my 
bill, left my tip, and left the restaurant . . . very upset over what I had witnessed at the table across from me. For most 
of the time . . . there was NO conversation. No interaction.  People ‘zombied out’ on technology.  And probably        
thinking nothing of it.   
 

You may have noticed. This has become commonplace.  The art . . . the joy . . . the importance of meaningful            
conversation between and among people is being threatened by technology.  And we are worse for it.   Last Saturday, I 
attended a Porsche swap-meet in Hersey PA.  I was talking with a parts vendor and while we were taking, he received 
two texts.  I said to him, “Oh…don’t let me interrupt you.”  He replied, “No problem. That was my wife. We don’t talk…we text.”  
Ouch! 
   
Vkvek Wadhwa, a professor at Carnegie Mellon University, has written a provocative op-ed with the title, I was wrong 

--- too much tech is ruining lives.  He writes, “Just four years ago, I was a cheerleader. Social media was supposed to 
be the great hope for democracy. My conclusion was dusted with optimism: A better connected human race would find 
a way to better itself.  I was half right: Nobody could have          predicted where we have ended up. Yet my optimistic 
prognosis was utterly misguided. Social media has led to less human interaction, not more. It has suppressed human 
development, not stimulated it. As Big Tech has marched onward, we have regressed. 
   

Research shows that social media may well be making many of us unhappy; jealous and 
-- Paradoxically – antisocial. Even Facebook gets it. An academic study that Facebook cited in a blog post revealed that 
when people spend a lot of time passively consuming information, they wind up feeling worse. Just 10 minutes on Fa-
cebook is enough to depress – clicking and liking a multitude of posts and links seem to have a negative effect on men-
tal health.   Getting out in the warts-and-all real world and having proper conversation would provide a powerful anti-
dote. Some chance! Humans have convinced themselves that “catching up” online is a viable alternative to in-person 
socializing.”  He makes an encouraging suggestion.  “Perhaps we should go back to our smartphones and, instead of 
playing Netflix or sending texts on WhatsApp, use their core function. Call our friends and family and have a chat – or 
better – arrange to meet them!” 
 

Permit a few thoughts and observations.  As the Body of Christ…we have a wonderful opportunity to address the 
problem raised by Dr. Wadhwa.  We can affirm and practice the art of conversation. Communication. Connecting one 
person to another.  Another . . . We can encourage one another to pick up the phone on a regular basis and talk with 
real live people. Connect and reconnect with people we have not spoken with for a long time. Or simply call to say . . . 

“I care about you. You are important to me. Our relationship is priority business.”  Or call and pray with a       
person over the phone!    
 

Or . . . consider becoming a Soul Friend.  Consider pairing up with another person in the congregation and celebrate 

the joy and power of “where two or three are gathered . . . . “   (Matthew 18:20) 

                                                                                                                                  George Betz 
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HOPEWELL PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (HPW) 

NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

Our first group of Soul Friends will soon be off and running.  Thanks to the many people who have agreed to           
participate in this project.  How exciting it is to imagine what God has in store. 
 

Wisdom & Wonder 

“Psalms – Songs of Praise” 

May 6th (Church Family Breakfast), 13th, 20th, June 3rd June 10th (End of Year Breakfast) 

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO MORNING PROGRAM ON MAY 27TH, MEMORIAL DAY 

We are down to five weeks left of Wisdom & Wonder!  It’s hard to believe the academic year is coming to a 
close.  What better way to wrap things up than all generations praising God together, which we will bookend with 
church family breakfasts!  Come and see how much we know and have to learn from the hymnbook of the Bible. 

 

“The Psalms record deep devotion, intense feeling, exalted emotion and dark dejection.   

They play upon the keyboard of the human soul with all the stops pulled out... This is a book that ought to make our hearts sing.” 

Vernon J. Mcgee 

Join other women and see Steel Magnolias! 
Tuesday, May 15, 2018 

 

An immediate critical and popular hit in its premier production in New York, Steel Magnolias revolves around the 

lives of a group of gossipy southern ladies in a small-town beauty parlor. A Comedy/Drama with sharp, funny dia-

logue, lovable characters, and a truly touching ending, Steel Magnolias received rave reviews on Broadway.  

Cost: $57.50  ($64 if less than 20) 

TICKET PRICING INCLUDES SHOW, TABLE-SERVED ENTRÉE, DESSERT BUFFET, COFFEE, 

HOT TEA, TAX AND GRATUITY. 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall By April 30th or call Pat Swartz.  If we have fewer than 20 people other groups 

will be contacted to fill the remaining spots. 

  

Tell us about your graduates!   

Please submit a picture and short bio about your high school or college graduate 

for the June issue of The Messenger.   

Email info to lducko@hopewellpres.org by Sunday, May 20th. 
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CHILI DINNER & BOOT SCOOTIN’ SQUARE DANCE 
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CHILI DINNER & BOOT SCOOTIN’ SQUARE DANCE 
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CHILI DINNER & BOOT SCOOTIN’ SQUARE DANCE 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL 24, 2018  

 We affirm the PNC's Ministry Information Form and encourage them to proceed expediently with our blessings. 
 

 Session approved the PNC's Mission Statement unanimously: 
 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church strives to… 
Proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 

Foster spiritual and personal growth 
Nurture and encourage one another 

Respond to Jesus’ call to serve and provide for His sheep 
Go into the community, see what God is doing and join in 

Invite others to an abundant life in Christ 
 

 Session will accept monies from the congregation as "Designated Giving" gifts to offset the costs to pay for the 
replacing of windows in the Education Building. 

 Session approved the payment of $2,550.00 to Oasis Ministries for completion of the Spiritual Development      
program taken by Cathy Peterson.  The funds will be taken from the Richard & SallyAnn Hanson Memorial Fund 
specifically designated for these types of activities.  The current balance is $10434.95. 

Update from the PNC 

We are happy to report that we will be attending the next Session meeting, where our newly completed MIF 
(Ministry Information Form) will be reviewed.  Next up,  a review from the COM (Committee on Ministry). 

We are grateful for all of your prayers and support. Please continue to pray for us as we begin the next steps in this 
process. 

BE A PART OF IT!  Mission Trip 2018   
 

Past, Present, and Future Mission Trippers, 

The 2018 mission trip will return for its fourth time to        

Cumberland MD working with the NAILS program.  Since 

our last visit in 2014, the program has been expanded by the         

Cumberland Housing Group which includes The Housing        

Authority of the City of Cumberland, Cumberland Housing  

Alliance Inc., and Cumberland Neighborhood Housing        

Services Inc.  This allows for many additional resources and                    

funding.  Cumberland is a city of 21,000 and is approximately 

275 miles from Hopewell or a 4.5 hour drive.  Our work 

week has been scheduled for July 8-13 with a half day of        

relaxation at Rocky Gap State Park.  Applications are           

available in the church office.   For church members, there is a $100 registration fee per person.  An additional $100 

fee is required for non-church members. 
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EASTER SUNDAY 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

A special coffee hour hosted by Dick and Nancy Beatty and friends! 

Guests for Family Promise will be with us for two weeks this month starting on Sunday, May 20, 2018 through     
Sunday, June 3, 2018.  Once again we can use your help in providing meals, chaperoning overnight, or visiting 
and supervising during the weekends. If you are interested and able to assist us with these guests please see the             
opportunities that exist on the Family Promise bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or call/email Dick Scheetz        
(609-737-2310/ deslms30@verizon.net. 

 

 

mailto:deslms30@verizon.net
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

5/1 Rummage Sale Set-up 
5/2 Rummage Sale Set-up 
 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
5/3 Rummage Sale (8:30 AM outside/9:00 AM inside) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/4 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 Rummage Sale (9:00 AM) 
5/5 Rummage Sale (9:00 AM) 
5/8 Fiber Friends (12:00 PM)  
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
5/9 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Central Jersey Modern Quilt Guild (7:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
5/10 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Brownie Meeting (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/11 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
5/12 Clean Up Day (8:30 AM) 
 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM)  
5/13 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (1:00 PM) 
 *Daisy Meeting (4:00 PM)  
5/14 * Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
5/15 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 

5/16 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Pack Meeting (6:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 Ruth Circle (7:30 PM) 
5/17 Brock Memorial Service (11:30 AM) 
 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (3:00 PM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/18 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
5/19 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM)
5/20-6/3 Family Promise 
5/20 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (1:00 PM) 
5/21 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
5/22 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 Session (7:30 PM) 
5/23 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
5/24 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Brownie Meeting (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
5/25 Journeymen Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
5/26 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
5/27 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (1:00 PM) 
5/28 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
5/29 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
5/30 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 
 Friends & Followers Too (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
5/31 *Princeton Festival Rehearsal (9:00 AM) 

Spring Clean Up Day 
Saturday, May 12 

 

Join us from 8:30 AM to noon! 
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Wow, good question, Linus. What are we up to, in the HPC church library?  This spring, the Library Team has      
sorted and reorganized our collection, and added a bunch of new books. Here are some that might grab you—or that 
you might want to grab! These are on the Individual Christian Living shelf, alphabetically by author.  

Albom, Mitch Tuesdays With Morrie 
An Old Man, a Young Man, and Life's Greatest Lesson 
 

Carlson, Richard Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff . . . and It's All Small Stuff 
Simple Ways to Keep the Little Things from Taking Over Your Life 
 

Hollingsworth, Amy The Simple Faith of Mr. Rogers 
Spiritual Insights from the World’s Most Beloved Neighbor 
 

Lee-Thorp, Karen Running Nowhere In Every Direction 
On Stress (Real Life Stuff for Women) 
 

Morley, Patrick The Man In The Mirror 
Solving the 24 Problems Men Face 
 

Rupp, Joyce Dear Heart, Come Home 
The Path of Midlife Spirituality 
 

Sittser, Jerry A Grace Disguised 
How the Soul Grows Through Loss 
 

Walsh, Sheila Life Is Tough, But God Is Faithful 
How to See God’s Love in Difficult Times 
 

Yancey, Philip Disappointment With God 
Three Questions No One Asks Aloud 

Come to the easy-access library just up the ramp from the Welcome Center, and browse. To sign out a book, write 
your name and date on the card in the back of the book, and put the card in the file box on top of the card catalog. 
When you’re all done with the book, leave it by the file box. 
 

Happy reading!      
 

The Library Team (new helpers welcome!) 
Martha Camp, Lesley Galbraith, Jane Hostetter, Barbara Holcombe, Becky Ludeke, Cathy Peterson, Kay Richards, 
and Carlana Sargent 

to the 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Sweat-Small-Stuff-Its/dp/0786881852/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1523974610&sr=1-1&keywords=don%27t+sweat+the+small+stuff&dpID=51X4RRyJi2L&preST=_SX218_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Sweat-Small-Stuff-Its/dp/0786881852/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1523974610&sr=1-1&keywords=don%27t+sweat+the+small+stuff&dpID=51X4RRyJi2L&preST=_SX218_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

5/6 Choir/Praise Band 

5/13 Youth 

5/20 Hornberger/Swartz 

5/27 Memorial Day Weekend 

 

COMMUNION 

5/6 
*Tim Sutton / Kathie Sutton 

Cathy Peterson / Mindy Kibbey 

 

USHERS 
 

5/6 Bonnie Altieri & 

 Linda Stephan 

5/13 Michael & Bev Mills 

5/20 Rich & Sue Armington 

5/27 Pat Swartz  

 & Peggy Sheats 

As of April 23, 2018 

 

The Brock and Burrow families invite 
you to the Memorial Service  

on May 17, 2018 at 11:30 AM  
in the  

Hopewell Presbyterian Church  
Sanctuary 

to celebrate the life of Frank M. Brock,  
husband to Margaret Brock,  

father of Cathe Burrow,  
Bonnie Brock, and John Brock,  

and grandfather of  
Nicola Burrow, Rose Ellen Brock  

and Lily Brock. 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $     76,655.50  

 Per Capita    $       3,170.03  

 Flower Donations    $       1,350.00  

 Rental Income    $     10,800.00  

 Building Usage    $         945.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       1,828.00  

 Small Group Resources   $         150.00  

 From CCP School Payroll   $     10,541.43  

 Womens' Retreat Security Deposit  $       1,500.00  

 Banking Interest    $           25.20  

      

Total Revenue      $   106,965.16  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $     39,683.97  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $     47,498.40  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     15,228.67  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $         870.16  

  86-88 West Broad St   $       3,978.60  

  Manse    $       2,272.28  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $       7,532.47  

  Deacons    

  Mission Trip Deposit   $         500.00  

  Family Promise   $           54.00  

  Boy Scouts Troop 71   $         750.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $       2,097.84  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $         661.32  

 Nurture & Growth    $       4,622.94  

 Church Support    $       1,999.67  

      

Total Expense      $   127,750.32  

      

Profit/Loss      $    (20,785.16) 

      

Account Balances      

 General     $     56,644.03  

 Payroll     $       8,956.78  
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

Spring has sprung…I think… 
 
I’m pretty sure it will not snow again, but I don’t want to be overly confident.  What a crazy transition this year from 
late winter into early spring.  Snow, rain and wind led to toppled trees in our yard and a lot of mess to clean up.  
God’s power to prune the old, overgrown apple trees was messy – but I suppose it was time.  And as I work to get 
the trees back to some semblance of health and balance I’m reminded of how little we truly control.  I can’t make the 
branches grow, and I can’t stop the storm from piling on the snow and bringing vulnerable branches to the ground. 
  
On the other hand, I can be grateful for the tree and tend what God has created with more careful attention.  And I 
can be more intentionally thankful for both the gift of the tree and the potential God has given me to help it grow 
and thrive.  To quote Joyce Kilmer, “Only God can make a tree.”  But God and I can work together to prune it – and 
if I take care of it myself in a timely manner it tends to be more gradual and less messy.  There’s a stewardship lesson 
in there. 
  
So how does this relate to “HPC Music News”?  Well, it’s on the mind of the Minister of Music and it leads me to 
think of larger stewardship issues.  How do we respond to God’s gifts?  God creates, but then give us the opportunity 
to work with those gifts and refine them through our efforts and dedication.  God gives each of us a voice – and 
many other talents.  How do we sharpen those talents?  And – most importantly – how do we use them to glorify 
God? 
 
Thank you to our amazing volunteer musicians! 
  
I want to take a few words to thank our volunteer musicians – those singers, ringers, strummers, pluckers, drummers, 
trumpeters, bowers and flautists (did I miss anyone?) who add so much to worship at Hopewell Presbyterian.  We are 
blessed beyond what one would expect from a church of our size.   
  
Every week I am truly blessed by the opportunity to work with these talented musicians at rehearsals to sharpen our 
skills and learn new music.  And the opportunity to present these pieces in worship is a great honor.  Both the fellow-
ship and the worship enrich my life, and I am truly grateful. 
  
The last official Sunday for the choir this year is May 20th, although you will be seeing some of the singers in smaller 
groups and as soloists over the summer.  We also have the bells scheduled to play that day and will have a special mu-
sic emphasis to celebrate both our musicians and Pentecost!  Don’t miss this special Sunday!  And take a moment to 
thank our volunteers for all their efforts! 
 
Hymn Spotlight – “Let All Things Now Living”, #37 
  
This classic hymn, set to a joyful Welsh folk melody, is often used around Thanksgiving.  Our current hymnal in-
cludes it in an early part of the hymnal in the category “Creation and Providence”.  That got me thinking of how well 
it fits my mood this time of the year as well, as God’s creation bursts back into vibrant life.  And its opening line is a 
wonderful way to greet each day we are blessed with:  “Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God our 
Creator triumphantly raise!”      

 Happy Spring! 
                 Charlie Ashton 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

 

Creative Scientists 

We still love play dough at Creative 

Connections Play School. And it is a 

popular provocation whenever we 

put it out.  The students rolls balls 

and snakes, stick wooden popsicle 

sticks into it and even wear it on their 

noses! 

We played the role of scientist this 

April and talked about objects        

floating or sinking if placed in a tub 

of water.  We made predictions,  

gathered materials, performed the 

experiment and Miss Sarah took 

notes on our observations.   

This new sensory table came our way 

courtesy of our founder Miss Maria 

and we put it to use for our            

experiment.  Each child had a turn 

placing an object in the water and 

he/she tried to push it down to see if 

we could make it sink.  Most of the 

objects we chose ended up floating.  

The children decided that these 

things were lighter than the water so 

that is why they floated.  We tested a 

piece of bark, a small Lego house, a 

key chain with a plastic shoe on it, a 

pine cone, a cork, two small yellow 

flowers, a rubber unicorn a hackey 

sack and a jelly bean.   

Hands on experiments are the best 

way to learn, whether you are young 

or old! 

 

 



The Messenger deadline for the June issue is Sunday,  

Sunday, May 20, 2018.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Hogan Yang (Butch Lewis’ 
brother-in-law) 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Deborah Lynne Ryan (Betsy 
Walton’s friend) 

 The work of the PNC 

 
Intercession 

 Concern for the Yang and Lewis families 

 Concern for the Ryan family 

 Ruth M.  -  healing 

 Peggy S.  -  healing 

 Sean J.  -  healing 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Thor and Kate Odland  -  missionaries in Norway 

 Cyndy H.  -  starting chemotherapy 

 Tom F.  -  healing 

 Karen C. -  healing 

 Shawn F. -  healing from back injury (Judy C’s son-in-law) 

 Mark H.  -  undergoing chemo (Judy C’s friend) 

 Betty  -   healing from surgery for cancer 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (friend of Nancy T.) 

 Ben  -  post-transplant process (friend of Holly P.) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 


