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H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 

The importance of your Advent/Christmas bucket list . . . 
 
In December of 2002, my Mom shared a sobering word with Meredith and me.  She had been diagnosed with lung cancer the 
previous January. She had been through numerous radiation treatments. And was holding her own. She said this:  “I have a sense 
that this will be my last Christmas with you guys . . . and I want it to really count.  I want to take care of certain things in order to have no regrets.”    
The following November, 2003, she died.  Two days before she died, I brought up our conversation in December. And my 
Mom looked at me and said, “I’ve done all I have needed to do. And I have no regrets. And I am ready to go home.” 
 
For fifteen years, I have put together my Advent/Christmas bucket list.  I realize that I may not be around for the next         
Christmas.  I know and realize some the people I love may not be around the next Christmas. And . . . having just turned 70 . . . 
the urgency of attending to this bucket list . . . becomes more urgent! 
 
What am I talking about?.  Let me mention a few items . . . 
 
First . . . I make a list of people to contact via phone.  And it is a pretty simple thing to do.  And what do I say?  I thank 
these folks for the relationship I have had with them.  I tell them how much I love them and how much I appreciate them.  
With long-time friends I talk about times long past. (It is amazing how clear my memory and recall is of things that occurred 50 
years ago!  Many of my fellow seniors know exactly what I am talking about.) 
 
Second . . . I make a list of people to visit.  Take out for a meal.  Take a short trip to  . . . the Home Depot. Or a movie. Or 
a concert.  Whatever has some common and mutual meaning.   
 
Third . . . I make a list of ‘things to do’ and projects to tackle.  A list of ‘loose ends’ stuff that I may have been putting off 
that need to be attended to.  Meredith often jokes that I had better have my Porsche 911 in good running condition so she can 
make a quick sale when I kick off!  And there are some items I never get around to.  One example: My garage!  I suspect I will 
never get it cleaned up and in order! Sorry Meredith. 
 
And fourth . . . I attend to and address my relationship with God.  I take time to assess my relationship with Jesus.  How 
He is at work in my life. How I am growing in my relationship with Him. Those things I need to take a closer look at.  And I 
take a close look at my ministry. Have I faithfully lived out my call?  What next steps do I need to take in my journey of faith 
and vocation?   
   
And a significant part of my faith-life are my relationships with people. This is going back to #1 on the bucket list.  There are 
some people who have hurt me and caused pain.  I need to forgive them. And with some of these people I need to communi-
cate my forgiveness face-to-face.  And some . . . I may need to write a letter.  The bottom line: There are people I need to be 
reconciled with. Jesus commands me to do so.   
 
There you have it.  George’s bucket list.  It is one of my Advent priorities that gives my Christmas meaning and power.   

 
In this Season of Advent . . . consider making and living out your own bucket list. Don’t procrastinate! Do not put off 
those things you need to do! 
 
Grace & peace, 
     
George 
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NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 

    Daily readings for Advent will be included in the bulletins each week. 
 
December 2nd: 
Intergenerational Prayer Stations 
Begin the season of Advent in this contemplative time of moving through self-guided stations, each focusing on a par-
ticular aspect of prayer. 
 
December 9th & 16th :       
Intergenerational, Christmas Fun & Games.  We celebrate Christmas every year, but how much do we really know? 
 
January 6:   
WISDOM, WONDER & WORSHIP:  All will gather in Fellowship Hall at 10:30 for brunch and interactive worship 
centered around Epiphany, the commemoration of the visit from the magi and God’s manifestation to the Gentiles.  
In Christ, God was revealed to the world.  How can our gifts be used to continue that revelation?    

 
January 13th, 20th and 27th: 
 
Adult Class 

Making Faithful Decisions at the End of Life  

Nancy J. Duff, Associate Prof. of Christian Ethics, Princeton Theological Seminary 
 

In this three-week series we will explore how Christian faith informs the decisions we make at the end of life, how to 
prepare for our own deaths, and how to comfort those who grieve.  
 
Week 1, “Resisting and Accepting Death,” will focus on the biblical teaching that death must be resisted as the enemy 
and that death must be accepted as part of what it means to be mortal. Our task in Christian faith is to decide when we 
are to resist and when we are to let go. Week 2 will focus on the pros and cons of legalizing physician-assisted death. 
In Week 3, “Advance Directives, Funerals, and Grief,” we will discuss the strengths and pitfalls of filling out a living 
will and making plans for our own funeral. We will also discuss what to say (and not to say!) to people who are griev-
ing. 
 
Nancy’s book, Making Faithful Decisions at the End of Life was released in August and is available on Amazon. 
 
Youth Class 
 
January 13: 
21 Letters—How can I grow in Faith and Discipleship by Reading other People’s Mail? Leader:  Dick Scheetz 
 
January 20: 
One Final Vision—Why is Revelation So Difficult to Understand?    Leader:  Jen Megaffin 
 
January 27: 
Review           Leader:  Linda Stephan 
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FROM THE DEACONS 

Financial Partnering for International Disaster and Refugee Assistance 

 
We are pleased to report the allocations of international mission funds (a portion of the Tithes & Offerings budget) 
to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (http://pda.pcusa.org/) and International Rescue Committee (http://
pda.pcusa.org/). HPC contributed $3000 to the Presbytery Shared Mission, earmarked for disaster assistance in the 
wake of the 2018 typhoon and hurricane season, especially the devastation of Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. We 
also sent $1000 to the International Rescue Committee (IRC) for aid to Syrian refugees, and we plan to send an addi-
tional $2000 for refugee assistance to children at the US border. Details from each agency’s website explaining how 
funds are used can be found below. 
 
How does Presbyterian Disaster Assistance care for communities? 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) enables congregations and mission partners of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) to witness to the healing love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crises and cata-

strophic events. Assistance in Puerto Rico, specifically, has included grants to the local presbyteries and the synod; 

church and seminary repair grants; leadership and disaster preparedness and response workshops; and renovation 

and rebuilding support for churches to become volunteer host sites. 

 

How is the IRC helping Syrian refugees? 

 

Since civil war exploded inside Syria in 2011, millions of people have fled their homes, with more than 5 million refu-

gees crossing borders to seek safety in other countries. The IRC is the only international aid organization working on all 

fronts of the crisis. We're focusing on health care, protection of vulnerable women and children, education, and eco-

nomic recovery and development. We provide immediate aid to refugees, including food and shelter, as well as access to 

the tools of self-reliance: housing, job placement and employment skills, clothing, medical attention, education, English-

language classes and community orientation. 

 

How is the IRC helping children fleeing from Central America? 

 

The IRC is helping facilitate family reunification as well as providing emergency and transitional support. Emergency 

assistance may include temporary housing, medical services, access to communications, transportation, cash assistance, 

and other basic needs. Case management support includes providing families with knowledge of their legal rights, men-

tal health and social integration assistance, job readiness services, and limited legal services. In addition, we have been 

assisting children from Central America who have come to the U.S. to seek protection on their own. 

 

http://pda.pcusa.org/
http://pda.pcusa.org/
http://pda.pcusa.org/
https://www.rescue.org/country/syria
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SUNDAY OF SERVICE  -  NOVEMBER 4, 2018 
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SUNDAY OF SERVICE  -  NOVEMBER 4, 2018 
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SUNDAY OF SERVICE  -  NOVEMBER 4, 2018 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVEMBER 20TH  

 Session approved the request from Nurture and Growth Ministry that this January serves as a "sabbath month"; 
ministry work will be put on hold wherever possible and we gather for the purposes of: worship, prayer, Wisdom 
& Wonder, bible study and fellowship. 

 

 Session approved the invoice for Vector Security, the alarm company, who replaced the alarm panel and a smoke 
detector in the amount of $1,492.11. 

 

 The windows to be replaced on the lower level of the Education Wing will need to wait a little longer while the 
Historical Commission of Hopewell reviews the proposal. 

 

 Session received the  Nominating Committee's slate for 2019 officer elections.  There are still one Deacon slot and 
someone to serve on the Personnel Committee open as of this date.  Please pray that God directs the right person
(s) to these roles. If you know of someone who would be interested and called to serve, please contact the Nomi-
nating Committee. 

 

 This month please keep the children who attend our Creative Connections Play School in your prayers as they are 
part of our extended family at HPC. 

SUNDAY OF SERVICE  -  NOVEMBER 4, 2018 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

Preschoolers at Creative Connections 

spend time practicing writing each day.  

We sign in when we arrive at school and 

we write in our journals on a regular        

basis. Throughout each day, students 

have access to writing implements and 

paper.   

 

Kids draw pictures and write notes to 

each other and place them in each other’s 

mailboxes. 

 

Students and teachers can be found using 

the many sets of stencils we have             

available. 

 

As we learn to write our name, we use all 

sorts of materials to practice our letters.  

You can see us using  waxy bendaroos to 

make letters.  We also write in sand and 

sometimes playdough to learn our letter 

formation.  The process can be slow but 

the rewards are huge when children learn 

their ABCs. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION  

Are you aware of how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each month for a list 
of scheduled activities.                                                                           *  shows Community Event 
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events      
Sundays  —  Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM), Worship (10:30 AM) & Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 

FAMILY PROMISE will be at HPC until 12/9 
The Church Office will be closed from 12/24 until 1/2 

 

12/3 Community Engagement & Mission (6:00 PM) 
12/4 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
12/5 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
12/6 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
12/7 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
12/11 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Committee (7:00 PM) 
 Joint Session & Deacon Meeting (7:00 PM) 
12/12 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Central Jersey Modern Quilt Guild (6:30 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
 Ruth Circle (7:30 PM) 
12/14 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
 *Boy Scout Lock-In (5:00 PM) 
12/18 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Cub Scouts (6:00 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
12/19 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (1:00 PM) 
 *Cub Scout Pack Meeting (6:00 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
12/21 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
12/24 Family Service of Carols & Bells (5:00 PM) 
 Candlelight Service (8:00 PM) 
12/26 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 

1/2 Friends & Followers (9:30) 

 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
1/3 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
1/4 Journeymen (6:30 AM)  
1/8 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
 

1/9 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (11:00 AM) 
 *Central Jersey Modern Quilt Guild (6:30 PM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
1/10 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
1/11 Journeymen (6:30 AM)  
1/13 *Girl Scout Cookie Rally (1:00 PM) 
1/15 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
1/16 Friends & Followers (9:30) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
1/17 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
1/18 Journeymen (6:30 AM)  
 Game Night (6:30 PM) 
1/21 *Martin Luther King Day of Service (9:00 AM) 
1/22 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
1/23 Friends and Followers (9:30 AM) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 Wednesday Bible Study (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
 *Hopewell Hall (7:30 PM) 
1/24 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 
1/25 Journeymen (6:30 AM) 
 *Pinewood Derby Set-Up (12:00 PM) 
1/26 *Pinewood Derby (9:00 AM) 
1/27 Annual Meeting (11:30 AM) 
 *Brownies (4:00 PM) 
1/29 Soul Friends (4:30 PM) 
 *Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
1/30 Friends & Followers (9:30) 
 Staff Meeting (11:00 AM) 
 PNC (7:00 PM) 
1/31 Bell Choir (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir (7:30 PM) 

Join the Community Engagement Mission Ministry. Meetings are held the first Monday of the month from 6-7 pm. 
Help determine and implement projects in our community. Next meeting is December 3rd in the conference room at  
6 p.m. 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

12/2 Hospitality & Fellowship 

12/9 Sue Cook & Lois Grieves 

12/16 McCleery/Richardson 

12/23 Scheier 

12/30 Robbins 

1/6 Hospitality & Fellowship 

1/13 Altieri 

1/20 M. Consoli 

1/27 Yingling 

COMMUNION 

12/2 
*Doug McCleery 

Bonnie Altieri 
Sandy Sherrard 

Suzanne Holdcraft 
 

1/13 
*Ruth Mortensen 

Scott Megaffin 
Jen Megaffin 

Molly Peterson 

USHERS 
 

12/2 Pat Swartz/Peggy Sheats 

12/9 Michael & Bev Mills 

12/16 Laddie Franz &  

 Lois Grieves 

12/23 Ian & Cathe Burrow 

12/30 Blankstein Family 

1/6 Doug & Linda Robbins 

1/13 Roy & Joanne Tonkin 

1/20 Dick & Linda Scheetz 

1/27 Lowinn & Mindy Kibbey 

As of November 26, 2018 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $   254,100.75  

 Per Capita    $       3,250.03  

 Flower Donations    $       1,400.00  

 Rental Income    $     29,700.00  

 Building Usage    $       2,500.00  

 Charitable Grants    $       3,898.00  

 Deacons     $       1,218.17  

 Sunday School Offerings   $           60.00  

 Small Group Resources   $         150.00  

 From Memorial Funds   $       2,550.00  

 From HPW    $       3,000.00  

 From HVEC, LLC    $         259.08  

 From Making Connections   $       2,232.13  

 From CCP School Payroll   $     25,945.80  

 Coffee Donations    $         200.00  

 Office Supplies Donation   $         200.00  

 Building Projects    $         150.00  

 Mission Trip Funding    $       3,300.52  

 Reimbursements    $         355.23  

 Womens' Retreat Security Deposit  $       1,500.00  

 Banking Interest & Credits   $           76.16  

Total Revenue      $   336,045.87  

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $   111,983.52  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $   129,108.07  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $     40,942.42  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $       9,553.91  

  86-88 West Broad St   $     14,738.40  

  Manse    $     12,644.65  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $     31,218.09  

  Deacons    $         700.00  

  Mission Trip Expenses  $       3,200.52  

  Family Promise   $         162.00  

  Sunday of Service   $         680.89  

  Advertisement & Promotions  $         255.19  

  Boy Scouts Troop 71   $         750.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $       6,437.79  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $       1,571.80  

 Nurture & Growth    $       5,842.46  

 Church Support    $       4,205.59  

Total Expense      $   373,995.30  

Profit/Loss      $    (37,949.43) 

Account Balances      

 General     $     39,197.67  

 Payroll     $       9,135.80  
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

Advent and Christmas – the most musical time of the year! 
 What a wonderful season for lovers of music!  I know that for many of us the music of Christmas touches 
our hearts deeply and brings back treasured memories of past holidays and time with friends and family.  I look for-
ward to December where we will again sing together these wonderful carols, and will enjoy the bell choir (twice! – 
both 12/2 and 12/16), as well as our traditional musical service presented by the choir and praise band (12/23).  This 
year the choir will be presenting a new cantata based on favorite carols with some new verses added in.  And, of 
course, the musical service will end with the Hallelujah Chorus with all invited to join in.  Mark your calendars and 
get ready to sing! 
Hymn spotlight…      

Just as the composer of our cantata has added new text to favorite tunes, we have examples in the hymnal of 
favorite tunes with altered – or even completely new – texts.  One of my favorites is “Love Has Come”, #110.  The 
new text was written in 1996 by Ken Bible to a beloved French melody that dates to the 1500’s from the Provence 
region of France.  It was originally intended as dance music for nobility, not as a Christmas carol.  Over the years, its 
use changed and we now associate the tune with the text, translated from the French, “Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabel-
la”.  If you’d like to read the traditional text, both in French and English, you can find it at the song’s Wikipedia page 
(the same place I found the historical details): 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bring_a_Torch,_Jeanette,_Isabella 
We will definitely use this hymn sometime in December.  Here’s verse 3 as a bit of a preview: 

“Love has come and never will leave us! 
          Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
          Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love!  Love!  Love is the gift of Christmas. 
          Love!  Love!  Praise to you, God on high!” 

A thank you… 
 Pastor George Betz is finishing his work at HPC this month, and I need to take a moment to express grati-
tude for his boundless energy and hard work for the good of our church, as well as for the inspiration he has been to 
me.  I have been on staff as a church musician of five different churches for every year except one since 1980, and 
have served under a great variety of pastors.  While I have always felt supported in my musical work, George has 
been head and shoulders above all other pastors in his enthusiasm and positive encouragement.  He is also the best 
piano player I’ve ever served under, and I have sincerely enjoyed the opportunity to serve under his leadership.  He 
has done much good work for this congregation and I believe we are now well-poised for our next steps as a congre-
gation.  And I’m confident that God has great plans to put George to use for the good of other congregations in 
need.  Thank you, George!  
                                                                                                           Peace,  
                                                                                                             Charlie Ashton 

 



The Messenger deadline for the February issue is Sunday,  

January 20th.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Volunteers 

 the work of the PNC 

Intercession 

 Carole W.  -  healing, comfort & peace (Judy C’s friend) 

 Jimmy B.  -  healing from a serious accident 

 Guy  -  healing from a serious car accident (Lucy’s brother) 

 Scott  - lung cancer (friend of Stan K.) 

 Clara B.  -  peace and healing 

 Greg  -  comfort, strength, and peace during a very difficult 
time (Lucy’s friend’s son) 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Stanley and Stan P.  -  healing from a boating accident 
(Linda S’s cousin and his son) 

 Mark H.  -  undergoing chemo (Judy C’s friend) 

 Betty  -   healing from surgery for cancer 

 Bob P.  -  healing 

 Diane  -  undergoing chemotherapy (friend of Nancy T.) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 


