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H O P E W E L L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR’S STUDY 

I love Eugene Peterson’s MESSAGE version of the Bible . . . as many of you do.  Listen to Romans 12:2… MESSAGE version. 
 

 “Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for Him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your       

culture that you fit in it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. 
Readily recognize what He want s from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you 
down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-informed maturity in you.” 
 

 Permit a confession.  I do not like the ‘new normal’. I rail against it. It raises my blood pressure…and this is not healthy for a man 
with an inch and half stent in his widow-maker artery!  Last evening, I watched a TV newsperson comment on the Manchester   

bombing where 22 people were murdered . . . the youngest being an eight-year-old child.  At one point, he said, “This is the new  

normal, and for the foreseeable future, we had better get used to it.”  I cringed as I listened to that comment.  
 I read a piece in my local Intelligencer Sunday edition on student debt…and how it is wrecking havoc not only with college 
graduates…but their whole families.  Sixty-something parents are being forced to go back to work in order to pay off their kids’      
student loans.  This, too, has become . . . the ‘new normal’. Not good. 

 The apostle Paul speaks to this when he writes, “Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit in it without 

even thinking.”  My fear is . . . many Christians . . . many good church people --- have become well-adjusted to the culture. Many 
have settled into the ‘new normal’. And this ‘new normal’ applies to the church. This congregation.   
 As part of my work with the Mission Study Steering Team, I took a close look at Presbyterian churches in our area . . . and was 
shocked to note that eight (8) congregations do not have full-time installed pastors.  And why?  They cannot afford a full-time pastor. 
Some are ‘holding on’ and surviving. Others are facing the prospect of closing their doors.  This is a growing trend. Locally. Nationally.  

I think of conversations I have with colleagues in ministry . . . Ruling and Teaching Elders . . . and I detect little sense of urgency in 
regard to the state of our churches and our ministry/mission.  A few months ago over lunch, a pastoral colleague made a comment 
that saddened me.  Depressed me.  But the comment also inspired me and energized me.  My friend said: “We had better get used to the 
new normal. There’s not much we can do to really change the way things are going.”  The ‘new normal’ for church is . . . Congregations getting smaller 
and older.  Fewer and fewer youth participating in the life and ministry of  congregations. A lack of millennials and Gen-Xers taking 
part in ministry and mission. Little to no Evangelism. Fewer and fewer adult conversions and adults coming to personal faith in Jesus. 

Decreasing commitment to mission.  A growing ‘fortress mentality’ that fosters a survival how-do-we-take-care-of-ourselves mindset 
and lifestyle.   
 I choose to believe that the Saints of HPC believe and act differently. I choose to believe HPC is a congregation of                  

contrarians . . . people who live against the cultural grain. People who live differently because we march to the beat of a different            
drummer.  The Drummer’s name is Jesus! 
 And this Drummer challenges us to ask some challenging questions. Provocative questions. New questions that force us to think 

and act in different paradigms.  Baptist Pastor Jeff Jones lifts up some OLD/NEW questions. Here are two:  Old Question: How do 

we bring them in?  New Question: How do we send them out? The emphasis is on . . . being an apostolic/sending congregation 

that knows its ministry is in the world!   Old Question: What’s our vision and how do we implement it?”  New Question: 

What’s God up to and how do we get on board? The emphasis on what God is doing and what God wants (to have happen in 
the church and in the world) as opposed to what we want to be happening. God’s will as opposed to our will.  Everything is              
different . . . when we ask the right questions.  Change happens. 

 A final word of encouragement and a good news story . . . Jesus makes this promise. “I will build my church!” (Matthew 16:18)  
And let me add . . . Jesus continues to build and rebuild His Church!  Whew! Think of the pressure this takes off us.  We are not      
ultimately responsible for building the church. This church.  Jesus is.  Our call . . . our responsibility . . . is to be obedient and faithful. 
 Good news story. Encouraging story. . .  On April 30, 2017, a sister church in my town of Buckingham, Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, celebrated the baptism of seventeen (17) people:  Three teenagers and 14 adults.  Those baptized shared their testimonies of 
their conversions to Jesus and how Jesus had transformed and continues to transform their lives.  This . . . let suggest . . . is a normal 
church in action: Adults getting converted. Adults coming to personal faith in Jesus. People enthusiastic to share their stories of Jesus’ 

transforming love and His amazing grace. Maybe we should call this a congregation living out . . . the ‘old normal’.  
 Friends in HPC:  What about us? Will it be the ‘new normal’ --- or --- the ‘old normal’?   Choose wisely! 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                         George Betz 
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2017 RUMMAGE SALE  

Exploring Yesterday’s Treasures: Rummage Sale 2017 
Although planning and running a rummage sale takes a lot of time, HPC gets to pocket all the proceeds. And that can 
add up to some serious cash. This year’s rummage sale was a huge success with total sales close to 
$10,000!  As in the past, the sale included furniture, wicker, lawn furniture, household items, home décor, linens, 
tools, electronics, lighting fixtures, kitchen appliances, sporting goods, books, children’s toys, seasonal items, jewelry, 
a few antiques, musical instruments,  rugs, bikes, shoes, backpacks, suitcases, exercise equipment and many other  
precious items.   
 
Getting the Word Out:  One of the best ways we make our sale successful is to let the community know when the 
sale date is.  Some of the methods we use are classified ads on websites such as Craigslist, eBay Classifieds, 
Gsalr.com, and YardSales.net. We are able to specify the categories of items being sold and in some cases we post 
some photos. We also have begun posting rummage sale information on social-media sites such as Facebook,         
Instagram, and Twitter. 
 
Go Through Your Stuff: There are always some stories about the unusual items we find.  We are always looking in 
the pocketbooks, wallets and other items for the forgotten $20 bill slipped into a jacket pocket or keepsakes that were 
stashed in drawers, or cabinets. This year we did find a few checks that were from 2011 and 2012 made out for a few 
thousand dollars.  So check carefully when you bring items in the future. 
 
Starting the Sale: We always begin the sale early, 8:30 am to ensure that we get the going-to-work and driving-the-
kids-to-school crowd.   Because the HPC sale is held in the spring we do not have to compete with other sales in the 
Boro.  On Thursday the line assembled early this year with customers lining up at 6:30 am a full two hours before the 
sale began.  The line was pretty long going from the side entrance past all three outdoor tents.   There were about 100 
people in line at 8:30 am.  
 
The Buzz: One thing we found it that people are less likely to buy from someone who is reading a book or talking 
on the phone, and they more likely to buy if you greet them and are available to answer questions.  We have Mia and 
Nemo (our dogs) as honorary mascots and we try to greet each neighbor and invite them inside to take a look 
around.  We enjoy chatting up the people who stop by.  We know the rummage sale staff is engaging.  The parents 
with young children who visit the sale always find something to purchase for the kids.  As the sale progresses from 
day 1 to day 2 we begin to negotiate the price on items.  We see that essentially all the items in the “freebies pile” are 
taken and we try to offer more freebies to folks who buy lots of stuff.  There is no doubt that it will build goodwill, 
especially since our goal is to make sure we are able to get rid of most of the items.   
 
Perhaps the best way to describe the sale is to look at some of the comments who willingly told me what they 
thought about the sale: 
 
I drive from Hamilton to come to shop and the ladies are so friendly and helpful. 

Love to shop and love the great finds at reasonable prices. Worth a visit for sure! 

I want to visit again and bring some friends with me. 

This place is incredible! You can get lost in time.. Takes more than one trip here! 

Largest and best place to go and spend the day and literally get lost in. So many treasures inside and good prices, found items here that I 
haven't found anywhere else for the price. 

I have been coming here for years and I never leave without finding a bag full of items! 

Best bag day of any sale! 
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2017 RUMMAGE SALE 

We have been able to differentiate the HPC rummage sale from other rummage sales.  With the extensive range of 
items in the sale we use every room in the church and three large tents outside to display the variety of items.  Figur-
ing out what to charge is the most time-consuming and stressful part of rummage sales pricing data from online auc-
tion sites such as eBay and classified sites such as Craigslist.  We want to make sure customers feel that they have 
found a bargain and at the same time we want to ensure the HPC is able to benefit from the proceeds.   
 
There are always many people to thank for helping with the sale but we want to thank Pat and Peggy for their dili-
gent efforts.  We also want to thank the set up crew and the clean-up crew!  This year we had the much needed help 
to set up for the sale.  The same is true for the clean-up crew and the saying “many hands make light work”.  For the 
first time in many years we were all able to go home around 3pm with the fastest clean-up we can remember.  If you 
have any items, or vintage items you are no longer using don’t forget to put them aside, before you know it we will 
be asking you to save your items for the 2018 rummage sale. 
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2017 RUMMAGE SALE  
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2017 RUMMAGE SALE 
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OUR 2017 COLLEGE GRADUATES 

Steven Altieri 

Steven graduated from Franklin & Marshall College (F&M) in Lancaster, 

PA on May 13th.  He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in mathematics.  He 

was a four year member of the men’s golf team at F&M. Steve was an 

elected representative in the student government system all four years,  

including a year in the chief governing role within the Bonchek residential 

college house.  He is grateful for the many care packages from the deacons 

and youth group, the emails, cards and letters from HPC members,         

including Joyce and Frank Homan, Dick Sheetz and Scott Megaffin, as 

well as the prayers and support he received from his HPC family during 

his years at F&M.   Steve will be studying industrial and systems            

engineering in graduate school at Lehigh University in the fall. 

Jordan Ducko 

Jordan graduated Summa Cum Laude from Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania on May 13th with a degree in Accounting.  He was a 

member of the Student Accounting Association and a member of 

the Ice Hockey Team for all four years.  He served as the                 

president of the hockey club and captain of the hockey team his 

senior year.  Jordan will be working for Provident Funding in 

Marlton, NJ after graduation. 

Sarah Altvater 
 

Sarah graduated from Wilmington University in Wilmington, 
DE. She completed her coursework online. She has been             
working at Atlantic Shores Rehabilitation and Health Center 
since November. She plans on continuing her education for her 
Masters in nursing and to become a family nurse practitioner.  
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OUR 2017 COLLEGE AND MILITARY GRADUATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua Krystek 

Krystek graduated in 2016 from Raritan Valley Community  

College with an Associate of Arts Degree in Criminal            

Justice.  He enlisted in the U.S. NAVY and on May 5th Joshua 

graduated from NAVY Recruit Training Command (Basic  

training  at the Navy's only Boot Camp) located in Great Lakes, 

IL.  Josh is currently in "A" school at the Information Warfare 

Training Command Corry Station, Pensacola, FL where he is 

studying to be an Information Systems Technician.   

Lela Swartz 

Lela graduated from Teachers College, Columbia University on 
May 17, 2017 with a Master of Science degree in Nutrition 
Education. Concurrently, she has been working toward be-
coming a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN). She is cur-
rently completing the dietetic internship and plans to take the 
credentialing exam in September. She is passionate about the 
role of nutrition in health and is looking forward to starting 
her career as a RDN. 

Tricia Sherrard 

Tricia  graduated from Miami University of Ohio with a          
Masters degree in Student Affairs in Higher Education.  She  
plans to be an administrator for Study Abroad Programs. 
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OUR 2017 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Drew Bennison 

Drew started his academic career as a kindergartener at Hopewell             
Elementary and is graduating this year from Hopewell Valley Central High 
School.  During high school, Drew was a member of National Honor       
Society.  He ran both winter and spring track and field, earning a varsity 
letter all four years and receiving the Coaches Award in 2014-15.  He is a 
sprinter and hurdler, and has participated in the Penn Relays in Philadelphia 
and the New Balance Nationals in Greensboro, NC.   Drew is also a Boy 
Scout, and has earned the rank of Eagle; since the inception of the Eagle 
Scout award in 1912, 2.01 percent of eligible Scouts have earned Scouting’s 
highest honor. In order to earn the Eagle rank, Drew earned 21 merit  
badges and planned and led a service project to build food storage carts for 
the Homefront food distribution center.  He started Cub Scouts right here 
at Hopewell Presbyterian Church.  For two years, he traveled with the 
Hopewell Presbyterian Church mission trip.  This summer, he will return to 
work at the Princeton Family YMCA where he is a summer camp counselor 
for 7-8 year olds.   In his free time, he likes to play tennis, ride his bike, and 
hang out with his brothers and cousins – most of whom live in the 
Hopewell area.  He is also a huge sports fan, following college football,  
international soccer, and car racing – both Indy Car and Formula 1.  In the 
fall, he will be attending the University Park campus of Penn State where he 
has been accepted into the College of Engineering.  He plans to study       
Mechanical Engineering.  

Quinn Ardastra 

Quinn will be graduating from the George School.  During the past 

four years she has participated in Basketball, Field Hockey,         

Equestrian and Softball.  She has also been a part of the animal rights 

club at school as well as the student literary magazine club. This past 

year,  Quinn has enjoyed being a prefect for the sophomore dorm. A 

prefect is a senior leadership position in which seniors live and guide 

their peers and the underclassmen. She am planning to attend       

Davidson College in the fall, which is a Presbyterian College in        

North Carolina.  She is undecided about her major, but I would love 

to continue learning French in some fashion.  
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OUR 2017 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Anna Fredeen 

 Anna is graduating from Montgomery High School.  She is now in her 17th 
year of dance, the first 13 of which were in her native Connecticut before 
moving to Skillman in 2013.  Anna has been a member of the MHS          
Competitive Dance Team, earning varsity letters for three years and serving 
as a team captain for the Fall 2016 season.  While at MHS, she also served on 
Peer Leaders and received a good citizenship award.  Anna is very active in 
her dance studio, including assisting with (and sometimes teaching) several 
classes.  She was thrilled to be featured in a national dance magazine this past 
year after attending the SOCAPA summer intensive dance program in 
NYC.  This fall, Anna will be attending Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth, TX, majoring in modern dance and minoring in movement science. 

Ethan Kibbey 
 

Ethan is graduating from Montgomery High School.  He moved to MHS as 
a sophomore after a three-year stint at the Canadian International School of 
Singapore. Ethan is passionate about music and has been an active member 
of Concert Choir, Chamber Choir, Men's Ensemble, Vocal Jazz and MHS 
Acapella. He attended the Acting Intensive Program of the National Student 
Leadership Conference at Yale in the Summer of 2015 and led the Allegra 
School of Music and Arts production of All Shook Up as Chad in the            
Summer of 2016. He has also appeared in The Twelfth Night as Orsino, The 
Little Mermaid as Grimsby, Alice in Wonderland as the March Hare, Charley's 
Aunt as Brassett, and A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum as        
Senex. This fall, he will be attending Westminster Choir College, where he 
plans to double major in Vocal Performance and Music Education. 

Emma McCleery 

Emma is graduating from Hopewell Valley Central High School. At HVCHS 
Emma was a two-year member of the National Honor Society, Delta Phi  
Alpha, the German Honor Society and active in Students Mobilized Against 
Cancer (SMAC).  Emma has been a deacon at HPC during her junior and 
senior years.  She has a heart for children and has been an active part of the 
childcare team, assisting with Family Promise, working as a camp counselor 
and lifeguard.  Emma will be attending Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, where she is enrolled in the Clinical Doctorate of Occupational 
Therapy program.     
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OUR 2017 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Doug Peterson 

Doug Peterson will graduate from Hopewell Valley Central High 
School.  A natural athlete with a competitive spirit, Doug had a 
passion for lacrosse and soccer.  A less than rapid growth rate, 
one too many concussions and concerned parents drove him off 
the playing fields for his personal safety.  Genetics gifted him 
with a learning difference, so the accelerated pace of CHS        
academics has not been welcoming.  Despite this uphill climb and 
the toll it sometimes took on his mental health, Doug learned to 
look for daily reminders that God is present in his soul and at 
work in his life.  He has tapped into his musical ability, teaching 
himself guitar and piano as an outlet for self-expression, a gift he 
prefers to keep to himself for the time being.  Well-liked among 
his peers, he has developed a wide circle of friends that continues 
to grow.  His easy sense-of-humor has brought  levity to his 
home and family.  Attuned to nature he loves to be outdoors, 
skiing with his sister, walking local trails with his mom or fishing 
the Salmon River with his dad.  Equipped with a keen self-
awareness, Doug is looking forward to attending Hood College in 
September where he plans to study psychology.       

TELL US ABOUT YOUR GRADUATES! 

If you missed submitting info on your graduate, please email a picture and paragraph to Lucy at 

lducko@hopewellpres.org by Sunday, June 18th. 

Lucas Morreale 
 

Lucas is graduating from Hopewell Valley Central High School.  He      
participated in the Model WHO (World Health Organization), DECA 
and SMAC (Student Movement Against Cancer) Clubs.  He was a 
member of the Junior Varsity tennis team for two years.  Lucas attained 
the rank of Eagle Scout in 2015 and was very active in Boy Scout 
Troop 1776 in Titusville, NJ.  He plans to attend American  University 
in Washington DC in the fall with plans to major in History or Political 
Science. 
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FAMILY PROMISE 

On behalf of the four families our church hosted from Family Promise, shown above are just two of the           
families , and left behind on the classroom chalk board - - 

---To everyone who prepared a meal, slept overnight, provided rides, led activities for play times and/or assisted       
financially, THANK YOU ALL! 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

                                      HPC MUSIC NEWS 

June – a month of transitions… 
 
Welcome to June – the month with the longest day of the year that marks the first official day of summer – and the 
month where we experience a number of transitions.  Perhaps the most consequential to many of us is the end of the 
school year and the start of summer vacation for many of our young people (and those adults with certain jobs in  
education).   
 
Another major – and joyous – transition is the confirmation of some of our young members.  Be sure to come out 
both June 4th and June 11th to celebrate this important day in their lives!  Also, the choir will be taking a break and 
their last anthem for this choir season will be on June 18th.  Please come out and enjoy their energetic singing of 
“Joyful, Joyful” from the movie Sister Act.   And don’t forget to thank our wonderful, talented, dedicated church mu-
sicians at coffee hour for their faithful, inspiring service to Hopewell Presbyterian Church. 
 
And we also transition into the next season in the church year on June 4th when we remember the gift of the Holy 
Spirit descending on the early apostles – the celebration of Pentecost.  This marks the end of the Easter season as we 
focus on God’s presence in our daily lives in the form of the Holy Spirit – the nurturing, encouraging, strengthening 
in-living of God in each of our hearts.  And don’t forget the tradition of wearing red on that day to symbolize the 
“tongues of flame” that settled on the early apostles – and continue to nourish and inspire us in our faith walk today!  
Also, note the red vestments in the Sanctuary, on the pulpit and communion table, that Sunday – they only come out 
at Pentecost! 
 
Hymn Spotlight:  “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  
 
How many of you have had this hymn go through your head at some time this Spring?  I’ve been in the garden, pull-
ing weeds and enjoying the birds and new growth.  I can’t help but have this song run through my head.  It was origi-
nally written as a children’s song, published in 1848 in Mrs Cecil Alexander's Hymns for Little Children, and (according 
to Wikipedia) the full hymn summarizes the Apostle’s Creed.  I was not aware of that… 
 
 Here’s the refrain and one timely verse as we remember winter and look forward to summer… 
 
 Refrain 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 

The Lord God made them all. 

 

Verse 5 

The cold wind in the winter, 

The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden,− 

He made them every one: 

                                                                                                      

      See you in church, 

      Charlie Ashton 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & MISSION MINISTRY 

Are you aware of  how our building is being used? Check the newsletter each 
month for a list of  scheduled activities.  
 

Master HPC Calendar of Events - June     * shows Community Event 
Sundays 
Wisdom & Wonder (9:15 AM) 
Worship (10:30 AM) 
Coffee & Fellowship (11:30 AM) 
 
6/1 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
 Praise Band Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (7:30 PM) 
6/3 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (8:00 AM) 
 * Recital Rehearsal (12:30 PM) 
6/5 Steering Team (7:00 PM) 
6/6 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 Friends & Followers (4:30 PM) 
 * Boy Scout Troop Meeting (7:00 PM) 
6/7 * Central Jersey Modern Quilters Guild (7:00 PM) 
6/8 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (7:30 PM) 
6/9 Boy Scout Court of Honor (6:00 PM) 
6/11 Bennison Eagle Scout Court of Honor (3:00 PM) 
 * Refugee Slide Show (7:00 PM) 
 * Troop 71 Committee Meeting (7:00 PM) 
6/12 * Recital Rehearsal (5:00 PM) 
 Steering Team (7:00 PM) 
6/13 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 Friends & Followers (4:30 PM) 
 Damerau Violin Recital (6:30 PM) 
 Boy Scout Quarterly Parent Meeting (7:00) 
 Boy Scout Troop Meeting  (7:00 PM) 
 Facilities & Finance (7:00 PM) 
 Ruth Circle (7:30 PM) 

6/14 Board of Deacons (7:00 PM) 
 Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 
6/15 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
 Bell Choir Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Praise Band Rehearsal (6:30 PM) 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal (7:30 PM) 
6/17 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (8:00 AM) 
6/19 Steering Team (7:00 PM) 
6/20 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 Knitters (12:00 PM) 
 * Boy Scouts (7:00 PM) 
6/21 * Yoga (7:00 PM) 
6/22 Women in the Word (7:00 AM) 
6/24 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (8:00 AM) 
6/26 Steering Team (7:00 PM) 
6/27 Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study (7:00 AM) 
 * Boy Scout Troop Meeting (7:00 PM) 
 Session Meeting (7:30 PM) 
6/28 * Yoga (7:00 PM) 
 * Annie’s Chorus (7:30 PM) 

Upcoming events: 
 

June 11   Confirmation/Youth Sunday 

DONATIONS TO HAITI 

Over 300 stuffed animals, including a huge stash of Beanie 
Babies, were delivered to Kingston Presbyterian Church for 
shipment to Dr. Katie Wolf's  medical clinic in Haiti. Postage 
funds were given as well. The stuffed animals are given to            
juvenile patients to calm them during treatment.                                                                                                                       
                                                                                            Peggy Connolly  

The Community Engagement & Mission Ministry held a short gathering with individuals from the congregation to 
listen and determine if there was an interest in a Ministry of Caring for Caregivers. Those in attendance felt there is 
a need for this Ministry and offered some ideas. Community Engagement & Mission will pursue the development 
of this Ministry. 
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THE DEACON CORNER 

Atrium of Lawrenceville:  Becky Ludeke 609-731-8328, Judy Consoli 609-466-2458 
A small band of friendly greeters have been meeting bi-monthly to spread cheer throughout the halls and rooms of 
Atrium as they visit with residents and deliver flowers or hand-made tokens and share words of encouragement and 
love. You can join in as often as seldom as you’d like, and visits usually last about 45 minutes to an hour. The next 
opportunity to serve will be May 30 at 3:00. Meet in the lobby. 
 
TASK: Michelle Yingling 609-309-5599 
The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) feeds those who are hungry in the Trenton area and offers programs to en-
courage self-sufficiency and improve the quality of life of its patrons. Once a month a group of HPC volunteers 
meets at TASK to serve the patrons lunch. Join us! TASK is currently preparing for an expansion. Find out more and 
donate to the efforts on their website. http://www.trentonsoupkitchen.org 
 
Little Haven Summer Picnic: Tim Sutton 908-227-6360 
Our goal since 2014 has been to make the residents of Little Haven who sometimes feel lost or forgotten feel         
welcomed into our church community. The Summer Picnic is always a fun way for the whole family to connect with 
the residents and enjoy a Summer BBQ party. Date TBD 
 

Acts of Love and Good Works 
Hebrews 10:25 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 

 
“Without higher quality material to work with, God resorts to working through us for others and upon us through 
others. Those are some weirdly restorative, disconcerting shenanigans to be caught up in: God forcing God’s people 
to see themselves as God sees them, to do stuff they know they are incapable of doing, so that God might make use 
of them, and make them to be both humble recipients and generous givers of grace, so that they may be part of 
God’s big project on earth, so that they themselves might find unexpected joy through surprising situations. . . 
 
And this is it. This is the life we get here on earth. We get to give away what we receive. We get to believe in each 
other. We get to forgive and be forgiven. We get to love imperfectly. And we never know what effect it will have 
for years to come. And all of  it…all of  it is completely worth it.” 
 
Below are just a few of the current opportunities for friends and members of HPC to engage in Acts of Love and 
Good Works. If you’re interested in joining us, please contact those listed. 
 
Food Pantry: Michelle Yingling 609-309-5599 
Our cupboards are bare because we have given our stock away! We would love donations of non-perishable items. 
Here are some ideas of favorite items. 
 
Instant Oatmeal Packets     Canned Soup 
Fruit Singles      Pudding Singles 
Chef Boy R’ De microwave cans    Spaghetti Sauce 
Salad Dressing      Juice Boxes 
Coffee       Tea 
Dry Pasta      Canned Tuna fish 
Canned Vegetables     Canned Beans 
Box Mac N Cheese     Granola Bars 
Peanut Butter      Jelly 

 

http://www.trentonsoupkitchen.org


The Messenger              Page 15 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY — May 20, 2017 

Thank you for everyone that came and helped with the spring clean-up and mulching.  In two days we spread almost 
10 yards of mulch and collected at least 11 bags of yard debris.  On Friday Sandy Sherrard led a crew from King's 
Path spreading mulch on the Louellen side of the building (ably placed by Doug Robbins).  Since the Friday crew 
used up all of the mulch we had more delivered that Stan Krystek moved around the building with his loader and  
Carol Krystek, Doug and Carlana Sargent, Pastor George, Doug McCleery, and Renee Richardson spread along with 
some weeding and trimming.  Doug M and Steve Quinlan also cleaned all the gutters (lots of ladder work)!   Some 
people that couldn't make it on work day came early and weeded - Liz Blankstein, Suzanne Holdcraft, and Linda  
Robbins - thank you!   

We are looking to spread more mulch in the playground and also clean out the garage behind 86 W Broad in early 
June.  Many hands make light work and we have fun too! 
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WORSHIP & STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

6/4 Stephan 

6/11 Cook/Grieves 

6/18 Hornberger/Swartz 

6/25 Scheetz 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
THROUGH MAY 22, 2017 

COMMUNION 

6/4 

Doug Robbins 

Linda Robbins 

Renee Richardson 

Doug McCleery 

SUNDAY  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

In order to improve worship, if 

you have an announcement to 

make, please contact the church 

office (609) 466-0758 and make 

your request by Wednesday 

morning each week. 

NEW ADDRESS 
 

Linda and Gary Mesh 
2077 Bristol Road 

Warrington, PA 18976 
215-343-7490 

Income      

 Tithes & Offerings    $ 133,487.00  

 Per Capita    $    2,938.96  

 Flower Donations    $       884.00  

 Office Supply Donation   $       175.00  

 Charitable Fund Donation   $       700.00  

 Rental Income    $  13,000.00  

 Deacons     $         30.00  

 Womens' Retreat    $    3,150.00  

 Youth Retreat    $    1,200.00  

 Special Event Donation   $       180.00  

 Insurance Reimbursement   $       504.00  

 Building Usage    $       754.00  

 Solar Energy Credits    $    4,777.50  

 From CCP School Payroll   $    8,856.97  

 Misc     $         37.16  

Total Revenue      $ 170,674.59  

      

Expense      

 Salaries & Benefits/Ministry   $  48,587.88  

 Salaries & Benefits/Other Staff   $  52,641.01  

 Nondiscretionary Costs   $  19,109.26  

 Facilities     

  General Bldg Maintenance  $    2,241.32  

  86-88 West Broad St   $    6,878.01  

  Manse    $    2,031.92  

 Community Engagement   

  11% Tithes & Offerings  $  13,873.75  

  Deacons    $         30.00  

  Mission Trip   $       500.00  

  Family Promise   $         84.00  

 Worship & Stewardship   $    1,465.07  

 Hospitality & Fellowship   $    3,740.32  

 Nurture & Growth    $    2,579.58  

 Church Support    $    3,096.58  

      

Total Expense      $ 156,858.70  

      

Profit/Loss      $  13,815.89  

      

Account Balances      

 General     $  71,240.50  

 Payroll     $  12,667.39  
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FROM MAY 23, 2017 

 Approved spending $10,583 to pay for various energy upgrades to lighting and HVAC through the New Jersey 
Office of Clean Energy-Direct Install Program as recommended by the Facilities and Finance Ministry. 

 Approved replacing the broken inverter for the solar panels at a cost of $1,900. 

 Approved the use of the Sanctuary on Tuesday, June 13, in the evening for a violin recital. 

 Commissioned three elders to meet with confirmands on Sunday, June 4th at 9:15 am. 

 Approved spending $1,000 for Creative Connections area to be have upgraded electrical outlets to tamper        
resistant standards. 

 Worship & Stewardship Ministry will survey members again this Sunday and would appreciate input. If we 
changed worship time to 9:30 for the summer, how would that affect your family?  Please email Chris Pauley with 
responses at cjp38@columbia.edu. 

 Approved supporting Family Promise Coordinators in the search for another coordinator/volunteer.  Dick 
Scheetz will gladly train that person for free. 

 

Don’t Miss!  

June 11th 

A day of celebration for  

the HPC Family  
 

 

Plan to join us at 9:00 for breakfast in Fellowship Hall,  to honor this year’s Confirmands and welcome them 

into the Body of Christ.   

Tiernan Blankstein 
Kate Jackson 

Christopher Rice 
Haley & Paige Yingling 

 
During our 10:30 worship, in addition to Confirmation, we will celebrate Youth Sunday with worship led by 

our young people. 

Please be present for this very important day in the life of our congregation.  

NURTURE & GROWTH MINISTRY 
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CREATIVE CONNECTIONS PLAY SCHOOL 

We enjoyed an event put on by the Pennington Public Library on April 

27th.  Shopkeepers and community helpers came out to Main Street to 

speak to preschoolers and Kindergarteners from Toll Gate. We visited 

with bankers, firefighters, veterinarians, caterers, recycling workers,        

doctors, dance teachers, paramedics and the local UPS driver.  

The theme of the day was “Busytown”,  from a series of books by        

Richard Scarry. We read several of his books to prepare for the day.  The 

children loved visiting with the workers  and learned a lot about what it 

takes to make a town work.  We finished the day with a walk to Kunkle 

Park and a picnic lunch. 

 



Please continue to support this wonderful ministry that HPC has been involved with for almost 40 

years.  The items collected during this drive at our church and at some other local Presbyterian churches help make 

life better for over 500 residents at Trenton Psychiatric Hospital.   Items are used as bingo prizes, for recreational 

therapy, gifts, for good grooming classes, and discharge kits.  Previously, HPC held this collection at Christmas but 

since the items are needed all year round it is now earlier to help replenish supplies.   We will begin collecting       

donations on May 1 (right after the Rummage Sale) and the deadline this year is June 10th. 

Please drop items in the collection box in Fellowship Hall.  Contact Peggy Connolly (njreaders@aol.com or 609-933-

7057) with questions.  Your generosity is truly appreciated!  

 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Stuffed Animals       Shampoo, conditioner (hotel size is fine) 
Sweat suits       Combs, brushes 
Gloves        Deodorant 
Hair bows       Lipsticks, lip balms 
Knit hats, caps       Hand and body lotion 
Wallets or coin purses      Toothpaste, toothbrushes 
Slippers        Pocket tissue packs 
Watches        Aftershave lotion (plastic bottles) 
Slipper socks       Stretch socks 
Playing Cards       Long sleeved flannel shirts, sports shirts,  
Stationary       sweatshirts, blouses (L, XL, XXL) 
Group Games:  Scrabble, Monopoly, Chess, Checkers, Dominos 
Puzzle books, word games      
Jigsaw puzzles (200-500 pieces) 
Sugar Free candy or other snacks 
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TRENTON PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL COLLECTION 

 

mailto:njreaders@aol.com


The Messenger deadline for the July/August issue is Sunday,  

June 18, 2017.  Email lducko@hopewellpres.org. 

PRAYER CONCERNS OF MEMBERS & FRIENDS 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

Thanksgiving 

 Thanksgiving for our Rummage Sale volunteers 

 our Steering Team 
Intercession 

 Helshi - breast cancer (Liz B’s step-mother) 

 Stephanie  -  breast cancer (childhood friend of Liz 
B) 

 Mina  -  healing from brain surgery to remove a tu-
mor (3 years old) 

 Karl P. -  healing from surgery (Cathy’s father-in-law) 

 Allen F.  -  healing (Cathy P’s father) 

 Richard  -  hospitalized (resident of Little Haven) 

 Lud A. Sr.  -  healing 

Hopewell Presbyterian Church 

80 West Broad Street 

Hopewell, NJ 08525 

 Ben  -  6 year old with rare blood disorder needing a 
bone marrow transplant (friend of Holly P.) 

 Gail healing and comfort during chemotherapy 
(friend of Cathe and Ian B.) 

 Kaethe H.  -  COPD worsening (sister-in-law of       
Barbara) 

 Lorna  -  healing (friend of Lois R.) 

 Susan W.  -  pancreatic cancer—comfort and peace 

 Heidi - to take control of her bi-polar disorder and 
peace for her family (Barbara H’s friend) 

 Charlie V.  -  healing (Judy C’s friend) 

 Eric M.  -  healing 
 

 


